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Q.QVERNllm L/IJlS ~, ·: 

(CONCERNING OUR PARISH ASSE118LIES ACCORDING TO THE BY-UWS OF OUR DIOCESE ) 

. · ............ ·, . . -. ; . ~ . ' 

UJ.t.RISHI ·.· ·. •.. ~-: ' ~ 
. . '; , .. ~ ....... ~- _; ''.'.· .'0· 

1. Nembers of the Armenian .ChurQh in each community, together-with the clergy~ 
shall forlil a parish of the Armenian Church or· America, CArt, 4 ) 

"' i.·. 

ELIGIBILITY--OF CHURCH· IYIENBERSii!J.'..!.' ;_ ... ·." ........ 

2. 
':''·. ;__ ,_ ·~ _; "'--~ '• (i .... ,_~ :':,....:-.!. ~ . . :. __ : _· . ~' .. , .. _ -~>-. ;· ~ _ .. : ·. - .··. :·- ... _ .. · :-, . -_ ' 1.,_. 

All persons .who have been .baptized and· confirmed in ,the Armenian Chtirch, 
'who accept its doctr:hie,~ ~annon_s,, an(l rit~s~- ,,and. who .fuH'ill their obligation 
to this church and COliUilUni ty, will' be members in 'good standing of' the Parish 
Ch~_ch. :ll.l'\c~- _spa~l :con.sti~;ute the, Pa~ish A~f!.em9~Y· (Art. 5) . : . · 

MIND1UN AGE OF D~S-PAIDTG l'IEHBERSJriP·a 
' ' . 
; J j -:. :. I;, oO • ;.. ' 
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. ' ' ... : ' . ' .· ·. : .. lrl:: d .... .,.__ . . . ' ~ ··- ' ... ·' 
Every mem.ber' ~f the' Pari'sh, •. 2i"years of age or over," shall pay to his ( or 
her) _Ch'1Jl'ch as.annua:)..dues, . The runount_ of which. shall b;r.determined by the 
Diocesan Assembly. :_:sUch _ainouri( may be. 'increased, . buf riot. decreased,· .bY its 
Parish: Assembly •.. Duos. are payable in acivarice on 'January 1,. of each year, 

· ' · ( l~rt. 6 ) 
. 1 .. ~- c' t .,' • (, ,f. . .. ,·...~ ... J •· •.' 

~GIBILrrY OF VOTING.·AND OF HOLDING ·ELECTIVE OFFICE: 

4. 
. ~ .: ·• ~-'· -~ ·.· ,'i ~.:---·.'':':::·· ,; ., .·. ... . . . . .... ' ' . :. . - . . .· -~. 

N:embers in good· standing of a Parish Church, who aro twenty-one years of·age 
or over, may participate in the assomblies.of the same parish and may vote, 
provided that at least six months have elapsed since the date of their dues 
registrations as members of the parish and, their dues have been paid, They 
may be .. eligip:te ~for office. one yeB:r ~fter :becoming _m~~be_rs.: ( Art • .7 ) · 
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PAYMENT OF DuES 11IDST. BE :UP ;. TO . - DATE:_. ; . 
. ::-··, 
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• ... J· _;_ ... _,. •• _,! ., ··<~ .. ~ ! ·.·.:··. ~-~-, .·.·( ·.··· ;· ~.: .. ~-·~-:." ~ ·:· •' ... ·, .. .~;' "' :· : / ... , 
· Hombers -who fail to pay their dues for .one or more years, -automatically 
forfeit their right to vote at parish assemblies/ or' 'hold elective office 
within the parish. Such members may reinstate these rights by payment of , · ... 
their dues in arrears for at least the previous two years; ( Aet, 8 ) 
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6, . 1~ .~e~ting .of: the inembe;rs in. good. stB::t;J.ding -of ,,the _church, presided .over by 
the-pa:rish p:r;:iest •. -~ha:L:L f'!rm .the .parish, assembly .. w}rl,ch shall conduct such 
affairs as :ma.y come 'Within its· .juri.sdictioii -.(-Art •. 11. ) . .. 

' ! . ~ . · .• ' I' '• ' ·-· . • • • . • ' • • ~-· • 

ASSEMBLANCE OF THE ANNUAL NEETING 1 

The Annual Parish Assembly shall be held regularly· once a year during the 
month _of January or February •.. Parish _Assemblies shall be called with the 
approval. of the Parish. Council by the Parish Priest, ( Art, 13 ) . 

DUTIES AND 't..~:ftiVILF.GES OF THE ASSENBLY 1 

?. 
.. ,. .• ·• f' . .. , ! - . r r ~ . . .: · ... ;I -~ ~ -· , , .. . 

The duties :or the '.Parish .Assembly shall' be I -~. ~ .. . . ' .. . . -· . ~ . - - . . " ~ 

':.·· ·::: ·.;; ': ...... 5 :__ ' .. : 
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GOVERNmG LAWS.· 
'' ~-.-; :··-:· 

·' (. · .. · <.,.:. 

~THE PRDTILEGES OF THE ASSENBLY1 

~ ' . . 

a. To elect officers of the Assembly, 

b,. To eiect; ~'Nomi~atihg Cornniittee. 
\ :· .. · .. ') .,;·.~;~··_ .... ;~ .. .-~; 

( Art. 14 il. ) 

·c'· A~t ·14 ·b · ·) ·: . . . . 
· .•. i . ' ' -~.' 1· ; : . 

c. To elect Diocesan Delegates from the Parish Membership. ( Art. 14 c. ) 

d, To examine the Annual Reports of the Parish Pri~st, :_ th~: Parish· Council 
. and, their Subordinate bodies for all activities during the year, als?. 
the Assembly r.eceives a report' from the Diocesan Deleigate.s,'':coricerning 

· the ·Ann:ual Dio'cesan>Asseinblies~ · :LAr:t• 14 d.~ } '· · · :• - ·: ·' · _ :- ··. '~ · .r : 

·:, :, .. < ·.r-', : _;: ~ ·:·, :~~ ~ • • · ~- .··~_:; . . ' ... '. ~:, . · · ·' r,r:, 

e. To decide 'th~ budg~t estil~ata fa·~ th~:. coming y~ari. _:(·Art~' 14 e,.::r ., . ' 

f, To elect an Auditing Connnittee. ( Art. 14f~ ) 
' ~ ., . ,. 

g, To ~lcct the .. ~?lll~ers of the ~at:ish Council. . ( Art.· 1~ g. ) . 
I • l . . 

: : h,· To render decisions~ and pass ·resoliitioris relative·: to· questions. that 
. 'appear' on th8' agenda,; attached to. tne: announcement of· the meeting.: : 

;_· . I '• : • ,;···. ; • . . : .-. r .• ' • ·,' •• . : -{-Art. 14 I) 
. :: . ,· ) 

i. To adopt resolutions to be submitted to the Diocesan Assembly. ( Art. 14 1) 

j • To report in ln-i ting on all-decisions and resolutions of :the . Parish .. ·.: .-· · ·· 
Assembly to the Primate and the Diocesan Council for Approval, (Art. 14m) 

' . . ' ' . "' . ' . . . - . ... ' . ~ .. . . 
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INVITATION ·MID AGEl-IDA 1 
·, ... ___ _,.,.. -

: < .••• 

8, The invitation 'to ·a. Parish Heating shall 'be in writing··to each indiVidual 
member at least one week before the meeting and shall include the agenda 
of the Assembly. The Agenda shall be prepared: by 'the. Parish.P1~iest and ... - · 
the Parish Council, other matters of .new business may b~ added by majority 
vote of the Assembly.·. c·Art. 16· ) ·. · . -. ·· · · ·. · · · .. : ·· · '. :: . :. ' · · · 

• ' • ·, ' • : • < • • • ' ' t ; . ·. . . \ . •' . . ' - . : . ' . . " : ~ . . . ' . ' . . . ; ·- ~ 
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The presence of a miniL1um of one third (1/3) of the eligible voting m~ber
ship or fifty members shall constitute a quorum,and decisions shall be 
rendered by majority vote of members present and voting, :: ..... 

'shoUld~ (h~wever~ the .. A~sembly faii 'to fo~m a.· qu6rurri,- the. affirmative -\roths ,. · 
:"Of the two;_thirds .. { 2/3) of. the members present' sha;ll be considered: suf~·-

ficient to arrive a't' a deci''siori~ ~ ( A:rt.- '17 } ..... ·:: : . .. -.. · . r• • -··· -~·.r 

· .. 
PARISI-! PRIEST IS THE PRESIDENT 1 

i ,., .....• ' ._ .. 
-~ ' • • • ..... -. ! . • -

The Parish _Pr~est' .shall preside ex-officio over.rth~ 'Asse~bly~. ( A_rt,· 19)' 
~. '• ·. r-. ". ) .. ·-· ~· .... · · •. : .•. · --. ,' .... : ~-; ·: .: .. • ... "' . : ~ .. _.; .' .. ·:.· 

·, .. · .. r r . 

10. 

VOTING PROQ~URES: 
·, > . 

·' '· ! ••• 

11, The election shall be carried by secret ballot and by plurality vote. 
Voting may take place only after' the· meeting has :'been called -to o'rd.~r' < ' · 
all other matters shall be decided by a show of hands. ( Art. 21 ) 



GOVERNING :UWS 

l'IAN:tiER OF CASTING VOTES 1 

12. In the Assembly each member shall be entitled to one vote which is not 
transferable and must be cast in person. In case of a tie vote the 
presiding officer, namely the Parish Priest, shall cast the deciding vote 
or he shall authorize a second balloting. ( Art. 22 ) 
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