
· I·linutes of' the Annual. Parish Assemb1y 

St.·Gregory of' Narek Armenian Church 
Cleveland , , Ohio · 

The Annual Parish Assembly of' St. Gregory of Narek Armenian Church 
was called to order at 1.:20 p.m. on Sunday, February l.l., 1.979. 
Fol.lowing the invocation by Father Diran, Jack Hacherian, Chairman 
of the Parish Council., wel.comed the parishioners. ·In his wel.coming 
message, the Chairman·eXpressed deep appreciation to.the Parish 
Council. members for i;heir services the past y~ar. · 

The rol.l. cal.l. of' dues paying members was taken by Krikor Ghazar:i..an, 
Secretary of' the Parish Council.. The total. number of' el.igible . 
voting members present was 56 (subsequently increased to 57 by a 
l.ate arrival.) •. A quorum was established since over. one-third of' 
the total. membership of' 1.23 was present~ 

Mickey Bagdasarian of the Nominating ·committee presented· the names 
for. e~ection of the Assembly Chairman and Secretary. The resul.ts of 
the secret bal.l.ot were as f'oll.ows: 

Chairman . - Ralph Chakerian ( 31.) 
Richard Aursl.anian ( 25) 

·secretary- Martha Hacherian {33) 
Anita Aursl.anian (23) 

The Secretary, ~furtha Hacherian, read the minutes of the 1.978 Parish 
Assembly which were approved as read. The Chairman, Ral.ph Chakerian, 
then suggested that the order of' business be changed so that the 
election of Parish Council, Auditing and Nominating Committee members 
be next on the agenda. · In this way, we could proceed with the other 
business whil.e the Nominating Committee was counting.votes •. The sug-

. gestion was agreed .. to by the assembJ..y • 

. The meeting was then turned over to ·Mickey Bagdasarian of the 
Nominating Committee. This year there are six outgoing members of' 
the Parish Council.: John Borazanian, Fl.orence Goekjian, Dr. K •. K. 
Goekjian, Jack Hacherian, Fl.or.ence Karoghlanian and Margaret 
Yeranian. The members remaining on the Council. are David Andonian, 
Krikor Ghazarian and Sam M:i..rakian. The Nominating Committee sub
mitted the names of six candidates 'for :Parish Council. membership. 
Several nominations were made from the f'l.oor, but al.l. decl.ined. A 
vote "\-Tas taken by secret ba.J.l.ot with the f'ol.l.owing resul. ts: 

Alan Borazan:i..an (56) 
George Sakian {51.) 
I-1:eshac Aurslanian ( 49) 
Armand Kazaros (46) 
Nat Arslanian (45) 
l-Iargaret Yeranian (41.) 

. ·, '. 



\ - 2 

Three candidates were submitted for the Auditing Committee, vote taken 
:by secret ballot, with the fol.J.owing resul. ts:. 

Richard Au.rsJ.a.idan (56) 
Ral.ph Chakerian (56) 
Jeruri:e Kapoudj.ian (56) 

Three candidates were submitted for the Nominating Committee, vote 
taken by secret baJ.J.ot, with the fol.J.owing results: 

Kevork Arsl.anian (56) . 
Martha Hacherian (56) 
Jack Hatchadorian (54) 

A motion was made by Thel.ma Bagdasarian and seconded by Nat Arsl.anian · 
~ I that the Diocesan Office be contacted to determine whether the.person 

el.ected with the J.east number of votes.coul.d.serve on the Council. for· 
one year rather than two, so as to bal.ance out the el.ection of 
Council. members in :future years. · The motion was passed by majority . · · 
vote and referred to the Parish Council. for necessary action. 

The next item on the agenda was the Parish CounciJ.'s Annual. Report 
and Financial. Report. In response to Robert Bagdasarian's question. 
regarding payments from Pasqual.e Caterers, Sam !JI:i.rakian, Treasurer of 
the Parish Council., responded that payments have been made through 
November 1978. The assembl.y then discussed the costs· for buil.ding 
and property maintenance. The discussion al.so.concerned needs for 
improvement in the maintenance and cl.eaning of the cultural. hall. 
Upon ~ecommendation of .the assembl.y Chairman, the membership agreed 
that the' entire matter-of cul.tural. hall maintenance and cl.ea:riing, . 
incJ.uding the kitchen, shoul.d be referred to the Parish Council. for 
review, necessary action, and·a report at the next parish assembl.y. 

\. 
Sam !JI:i.ra.kian took· this opportunity to express thanks to Ral.ph 
Chakerian, past Parish Council. treasurer, for his cooperation and 
assistance whenever nee.ded throughout the past year. 

Reports of the church auxil.iary organizations then follo\'red. 

(a) Ladies Auxil.iary - no discussion on the report. 

(b) ·Armenian .1-lomen' s Guil.d - · Eil.een Hacherian, Chairman, 
stated that the Women's Guil.d would not undertake the New Year's 
Eve cel.ebration next year. Further, that the Guil.d wil.J. be spon
soring the Khunjook in September and is now J.ooking for a ·chairman. 

(c) ACYOA - Good progress was made by the ACYOA during the past 
year and parents were encouraged to support their chil.dren in the 
organization's activities. It was the general. consensus that programs 
and projects for the ACYOA members are necessary to maintain member·
ship interest. Vol.unteers from the community are needed to work 
with the youth as the Parish Council., with.its many responsibilities, 
does not al.ways have the ·time or resources to assist the ACYOA. The 
.need for additional. adult education programs to acquaint parents with 
Armenian Church teachings was also encouraged. The Parish Council 
was requested· to J.~ok: into the areas· of adul.t education and youth 
programs. 



(d) Armenian Church Choir - no discussion on the report. 

(e) Armenian Church Sunday Schoo~ - Arrangements have been. 
made by the Parish Counci~ to· doub~e ~ock the· superintendent's 
office because of comp~aints of missing i terns. Janet Ariyan, Super- . 

·intendant, brought to our attention that a three-ho~e punch is · 
current~ missing. 

The Bui~ding Committee Report was next on the agenda~ This past 
year the cu~tura~ ha~~ mortgage was burned and $~0,000 was trans
ferred to the Parish Council. Approximate~y S500 remains in the 
Building Committee treasury to be transferred to the Council to 
close out their records. A motion was made·by Kevork Ars1anian and 
seconded by Armand Kazaros that $500 to be transf~rred to the Parish 
Council be donated to the Aid for Lebanon fund raising. The motion 
was passed by a vote of 25 to 21. 

The two Diocesan delegates, Kevork Ars~anian and Robert Bagdasarian, 
attended the 76th Diocesan Assemb~ in Detroit on Hay 4.;..6, 1978 •. Mr. 
Arslanian reported on the fo~lowing significant items from the 
Assemb~y: (1) the re-election for a four-year term of Archbishop· 
Torkom Manoogian;. (2) the proposed 1978 budget of $782,000; and 
(3) the shortage of c~ergy within the diocese. Mr. Bagdasarian com
mented on the assessments: to the Dioces-e by the ~oca~. parishes. He 

. refer~ed to the assessment form~a appearing on.page 3~ of .the 
annua~ report. O~y two of 54 parishes ~n the Diocese; C~eve~and 
and Detroit, have consistent~ p~id their dues on time. 

A motion was made by F~orence Karoghlanian that the Diocesan 
delegates and-Parish Council chairman be a~~owed up to -50%'of their 
transportation expenses o~ to the Diocesan Assemb~. The motion 
was seconded by Harry Atkian. After some discussion, the motion 
was passed by majority vote for Parish Council. consideration. 

The proposed budget for 1979 was next on the agenda. Sam Mirakian 
corrected the fo~~o'l.dng figures in the. budget projection -- the 
pastor's stipend from $ll,500 to $~2,500; the draw savings account 
interest from $2,400 to S3,400; and the budget tota~ from $48,400 
to $49,400. 

,· 

At this point, there was considerable discussion regarding the pro
posed pastor's stipend of $12,500, and whether Father Diran was 
serving in·a f~ time or part time capacity. In support of the 
Sl2,500 stipend proposa~, Jack Hacherian brought the.fo~~owing 
matters to the attention of the assemb~. At the Parish Council. 
meeting on December 4, ~978 a motion was passed to continue the 
services of Father Diran during 1979. The Diocese recently 
estab~ished a new minimum stipend.~,_:_:;; .... ~:..;~~-- .. ·----:~~---:::_ --;. ·~~-·'. ,......._~·· ---:..w--:-:;.~; 
So as to reso~ve the question of the· stipend for 1979 and l!-aiher 
Diran' s status, a letter l'Tas written on December 15, 1978 to the 
Diocese requesting clarification. In a· ~etter dated January 26, 
1979 to Father Diran, the Primate_directed that Father Diran be . 
recognized as full time Pastor of. St. Gregor,y of Narek Armenian 
Church of C~eveland. Therefore, based on this letter and the fact 
that Father Diran serves 10 of ~4 days in the Cleve~and parish, the 
Parish Counci~ decided to estab~ish the new stipend at $12,500.: In 
order to resolve this matter, a vote was taken on the stipend of 
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$~2,500 for the proposed ~979 budget. 
vote o£ 26 to ~5. 

The proposa~ was passed by a 

A motion was made by Thelma Bagdasarian that the parish dues be 
increased from $35 to $45, but that persons age 65 and over, if 
they so desired, be considered as dues paying members providing 
the minimum required by the Diocese is paid. The motion was 
seconded by Jack Hacherian and passed by majority vote. 

Discussion was then had regarding the $3,000 proposed for parish 
house improvement. Severa~ members suggested improvement priorities 
£or Parish Counci~ consideration. A motion was made by The~ 
Bagdasarian and seconded by Mona Karog~anlan that the $3,000 be 
first used for improvements in 'the house and second, for the pastor's 
office. The motion was defeated by a vote of 25 to ~6. 

Nat Ars~nian moved that the proposed budget for ~979 be accepted. 
Ei~een Hacherian seconded the motion which was passed by majority 
vote. 

Mona Karog~anian asked why the pastor's annua~ report was not in 
Armenian. Jack Hacherian rep~ied that the Counci~ approved the 
Eng~ish o~y because o£ the ~ength of the report, but that future 
reports wo~d appear in both Eng~ish and Armenian. 

Due to the ~ength of the meeting, Father Diran de~ivered a short, but 
very meaning£~ pastor's message. He expressed thanks and apprecia- · 
tion to the dues paying'members~ the officers of the day, and the 
Parish Counci~ members. Further, that a~though there may be divided 
opinion, we had a productive annua~ meeting and no person shou~d 
~eave here feeling victorious or defeated, that we are here for God's 
business. In c~osing, Father Diran said that our lives would be 
enriched by our vo~unteer-service to the church. 

Kevork Ars~anian requested the assemb~ to support the pastor and the 
new Parish Counci~ members. Dr. Goekjian c'omp~imented Jack Hacherian 
for the wonderful job this year as Counci~ chairman. The assemb~ 
sang "Happy Birthday ... to Father Diran. 

Following the benediction by Father Diran, the meeting was-adjourned 
at 6:20 p.m. 

;tg;~ . -
Rev. Fr. Diran P~ 
President 

~t(._J_U?a~-
. R;ip Chakerian • 
Assemb~y Chairman 

Respectf~y submitted, 

Martha Hacherian 
Assemb~ Secretary 


