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73 i·d Annual ·Diocesan Assembly 
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, . Holy Trinity Armenian· Church of 'Greater Boston .·~ 
·-· ',. -~ -

.Cambridge, I>:.ass . 

On Friday .. morning, I•Jay2nd, 197.5, the first session of 

73rci"Anriual Di~ce~an A~sembly was opened. in the be~tifu1 HolY: ... ,· ..... 
' . -~ . - ' . . .. ·. . . . ~ ' ' : . . ... 

Trinity Church of Greater Boston with the invocation by ·r.:os:t 'Rev;,;.: 
...... :i 

.> erend ·Archbishop Torcom I•:anoog-ian~ Primate. The· routine 

'ni~~-0~ of. the del~'gatesand ap:rova'l .;of the 1974 minutes 
·' .. '• ' ,. -. . . . . 

' ,' ' 

out,' as was the election of assembly officials' and appolri'tment>:.of.·. 
~ • , ·~ . ·~ r. ' '.: • 

f•i. 

. . ,.· 

.. :.; .:. In. th~ mornlri~ ses~·ion the address of. the Primate: -i-va's ·gi,_;.en~·::~}f'e·:·;> 
'. _,.. ' . _,.;. ··.' .-:· 

- .. · . ~ . ,. ' 

stated: that the purpose of. our gathering togethe·r was '.'to con~-id:~J::;.-~' 
- . . . . 

•. < ·•••• .... -.. , 

.·:.·_the. issues ·that· confront our. Diocese, our Church, . our 
; ..... j .. ·_··.··-_~::,:·j····-.'~ .• -.·: .. • <:··-~.:~;_.>·,· .. '~·.._. .· '. . . . .' -. _ ... _ -
.''for the onene·ss: of bur. church, the union of all of us in 

. •,. . •, ' . ';I / . 

'·that -t;h'e dlobes~: rep;esents' and not .to _be just separate 

: Separately I'Te can .do little but . to live out our days. Tog~th'er.: 
. ; ~ 

is no li:nit t_o what ~·e can accomplish. This I believe 
··\·"-' 

the· foundation, on which the survival of the Armenian people· a.'s. an .. 
, ... . ··' .. ., ·' 

: .. ,. . ethnic. group depends. -:· ~· •, I ( '\. '. 

. ·. -~,, 

. ' ; , I • • ' ',' .' ·, , •: 

The Diocese· has· par~ly reorganized. its headquarter's · st.aff, :bring",; 
•' ' ·, .. ~ 

c . · ., , . ··· ing · nei'I .·people .into servl ce. · 
,.······: 

• • ~ > ••• : 

'f..'.' 
·' 1). Stephen. Kambourian, -~ exe.cuti ve director 

· 2) · Syram{ Polvetzian - program director 
' ' ~- t -·. •• 1;,, ·, 
. r·. · 3) . Val.eri~ Goe'14-j ian 

,:.', ·:· ·, ' 

• ' . ,1': .. 

executive secretary Of the .. Council· of·,:.::-' 
.·.. . . '. ~· '' 

,"'-:·.' ·Religious Education 
.. · .. ··-... ~ .. 

, - ·.·.:-:!' 

• !•'\ 

4) Sylvia Der. stepa:nian ·. ~ Director of Armenian Education·'·an:d:··-
., . 

... I,-. 

Language· Labs· . 

-.. ~ ·.' ·-.· 
<. T_<:~-~---~-:... . .". :·_ ·--~~ 0 

, ''·I .. --.r 
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These people may be utilized in the fields above noted. 

. l • . 

,~' L:' ~ •: • • ' '. ·., I"! i ~:_,:.(:_: 
. Programs· for the youtl.1.•i\tgroup continue ~t';:~·t-Ti th the Armenian studies 

', I '•. io, 

- .. ,,_· program, young people have been able to go to·see Erivan and Etchmiazh 

and study in Armenia for a month each summer. 

The Primate stated that 11 the unity of our church,. the oneness 

• :.:.-I' of its structures, the· bringing_ together of all our people before' our 
. ' . ~. 

. altars~ remains as a fundamental ~bjective of our Diocese and one that 

. ' 
. : .. ·· 

••··. '1: 

:: i-·!· 

has unfortunat~ly _eluded our. most· determined pursuit.r:·rt is our great

est desire to unify the Ch.urch in our American Diocese. into ·one. struct-. · 

ure and cine body. This is regarded as basic to the well-being of the 
. . . . . 

Church and. of th~ community, and in thi~ no one can suifer any real:loss.~ 
. . . ' . ~ . .- ' ~ ,. ' ." ' 

'"' . .. 
. :. 

~ : r-,: • • 
St ~ /Nersess'. school· has begun 'to produce graduates~ priests have ... ·_ 

'! ,, 
. ••.' r·· 

· :·, -·• _:been br.ought into, our· Diocese, but the· need is far· greater than our 

-~. : supply. Dozens of areas are open for planning a. church and· have need· 

· ·.of. a.. pastor. ,, 
~ : ' 

.;: This. year the_ cerite'nnial of the birth of Haik Kavookjian will be 

>.: .. observed~._. to share our expression of love. for. him~ for the service,·:'. 
·, ,·.. . . .. ' . •' . ( ·. .~ -

·, '' 'rl 

----·--. · · benefaction and leadership he hB;,S gi veri to our community. 
. ;.:-

Another is Dadour Dadouria~ v~ho has given much of himself. 
'l' ' . 

Pari-sh assign!I12nts_ have gone up considerably~. T·he Diocese has 

· been much· concerned· about this. I~ore ·than half of the Diocesan. income· 

1 .••• is being generate~ ~-the Diocese,. where 10 years ago., 75% was by, the 
' ' 

' ,_<- 'Parishes; SteHardship_ pr~gram~ ·bookstore, nat~onal. app,e,als, Diocesan 

' programs_, all have helped.- Our assignment goes- fr·om. $l 080 to $ 1, 3.50 
t. •' 

annually.·· ... ~ ::' ' .. 

_The .Armenian_ Church Endowment· Fund was established by the Assembly 

.. . i<ii th Father Artoon' Sempadian as executive diJ:·ector. Dadour Dadourian 
•:': 

;.~;-(~:~:: :a~d. Haik Kavookian spearheaded ·its .or~anization. The Fund 'l'lill serve 
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whole Church, for all of us."It deserves the support of all of us'i The 

Primate ended by saying, " Our -people are the Church, they are one and 

inseparable, To deny it is to deny ourselves," 
. . 

Canada has 25, 000~ Armenians. The Dio:cesan Council resolved to 
:· :::-fiJA··:~ ~ · ··: . . ··;_;·~:\'.ff;l:.- 1 · _ 

group the-Armenian communities under a senarate Vicarate, The question 

of forming a sepa.rate Diocese is the preb~;ative of the Catholicos • 
.1: . 

The Diocesan budget "\'ras discussed, 

1975 

projected· 1976 

$357,900. 

$431,000, accepted 

$.520,000 

Proposed a:r:Jendments to the byla1\"S were submitted,· I~uch discussion 

ensued as· to acceptance of others to be made, Accepted "\'ras an amendment 

to Article: 56 of the Diocesan by-la"Vfs to read "The Diocesan Assembly. 
.. ' 

is a -p~rmane_nt body and shall consist of ~lectedt lay delegates, parish 

council';. chairmen, all Deacons, all Priests including_ Bishops, ·Under --tA~ 

jurisdic~ion ~f~the Diocese, 
' 

. -::. Amend!:lents 2 and 3 were_ defeated, ~.:.any proposed additions, to -the 

•· ' byla'i'Ts ·' 1-mre submitted, some acc~pted, others defeated. 

Clergy stipends were briefly discussed, A basic schedule was 

presented, but· it ~\"as pointed· out that •J., 
~v is only basic and not a fixed 

',·· . .. 
stipend; Actually the stipend in each parish is to be arrived· at with--

: 

in the parish Hith ~.ts priest·. .. 

Anelection of neN officers vJas carried out. 
.... 

To Diocesan Board of Trustees Nubar D_orian, Union City, N.J.· 

'To Diocesan Council ... 

Reverend Avedikian, Detriot 
,, . ' 

.. ), 

•:'( . Reverend Kouzouian, New York City 

··The Unity Committee presented its' report. The pl~n is not one of .. ·. 

.. ··,.· . ' . . . ' ,_ 

, · ..• _, :. cooperation and _coexistence l·Tith separate boc?-ies, but oneness, that 
. '. . . . . ·;- - ~. ... '•. . . . . ., 

':,', ·• :~ " ,-_, •• ' •'. • . . ' l_l.. : -~: 

·, .:there .be'"· one Church body and· one Church head." There cannot be tt-10 
··l .z:·l .. ·~.:: ;· · - · 't:,··. 

:.~·,-J ·:r· .- .... _,-:-~: ':f'.- ~--.( .•.•• ··-- -~---·., 
. .; .. ' ' . ' . 

:t .. :~.i~.·:-~,;·,::::."'~· .. :·.·t'·;!"·. ~~·· . .-.·,. :' ;, .. ·.. ";·,_ ':" ·:·'' \ ,.,'· 
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·.·~ .. 
Primates, t\·10 Dioceses. Then there .. would not be a minority segmehtJ 

because it would be and should be onenes.s. Regarding Unity, many 

meetings '\'lere held 1.-1i th the other group :with the demands and impasses 

discussed, As yet, they have not been resolved. The committee was then 

instructed to continue i t~·~;~·irorts. '"o\' -~:'f{:;J:{Vh·:.' 
The 1976 assembly will-be in ?hila~el~hia. 

·The 7Jrd Annua1 Diocesan Assembly -vms adjourned. 

Resnectfully submitted, 

~4NI~or~~~ 
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Robert Bagdasarian 

Elected Delegate of 
St. Gregory:the Illuminator 
Armenian Church 
Binghamton, New York . 
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