- SAINT GREGORY THE ILLUNINATOR, RINGHAMTON

PASTOR'S REPORT

JANUARY 1 1, 1973 - DTCEMBER 31, 1073

The fellowing*sacraments were'performed‘during tbe past year:fe.

Fucharist (18)

by v131t1ng prlest3;;11
by resident prlest, T

The only reason thls sacrament is mentloned 1s because I was

not ordained to the prlesthood until September. Ordinarily, it is

understood that Eucharist 1s celebrated every Sunday,
The_breakdown is as follows:
Januafy Tth Rev. Fr. Vertanes Papazian

-January 1lliith His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian “{fa
February 25th Very Rev. Fr, Mesrob Semerjian :

-~ March 1llth Rev, Fr, Nerses Jebejian
CApril 21st Very Rev, Fr, Mesrob Semerjlan
- April 22nd o n N
- May 20th . "

- June 17th - L oo

August 26th Vory Rev. Fr, Arshen A1vaz1an .

September 30th His Eminence Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan
. October 7th Very Rev. Fr, Mesrob Semergian - et
- November 18th S e
- 'til year end -Rev. Fr. George Arakellan :

.Baptism (2)

' Gary Gerald Tateosian, April 2lst =
Krikor Harout Kerjilian, December 30th

jﬁ*i'. Marriaée (3)

Robert Franklin Kalwas w1th Valerle Robin Garabedlan,

August 25th

Demos Kontos with. Loulse A, Kachadourian, October 6th s
- Richard Leroy Walden with Rita Sbakey Kradgian, December 28th f;

Ordlnatlon (1)

" Deacon John Raymond Arakelian to the priesthood being
naned Father Kevork (George), September 30th




@)

Other services

SR Vartanantz service and program, February 28th LR
- Hokehankisd on Martyrs'! Day, April 2Lhth - i ”kuV?
- Jashou service was held on the Feast of Ascension, May 3lst
" Funeral, September 5th, Mr, Manoog Bogdasarian, Presided:
over by Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan and conducted by
Rev, Fr, Mampre Kouzouian.,
- Feast of Saint Stephen the Proto-deacon and first martyr .
' of the Church was celebrated on December 23rd, After . =
the celebration, Christmas Carols ‘were sung by all members:
in the Church, . il
Vespers (Glr-a-gah-mu-dltz, Vlgll), every Saturday at 5:00 p.m;f_.‘

" Choir

The ch01r has made good progressvsince Mr. Paul Ketchoyianim

?gfftook over as dlrector in October of '72 Slnce then, the choir has ii
mfgrown from four members to fifteen, ‘This cholr is composed mostly |
'”?of our parlsh youth, There has been remarkable improvement in both B
.icholr and dlrector in this past year, both mus:cally as well as’
Twn word pronun01at10n. It should also be noted that w1th1n the pastfag

2 eight weeks the ch01r has begun to 31ng in harmony. Now that I .
fam re31dent prlest, we - have begun to look for adult members for a

‘second choir, It was de01ded that the "youth" ch01r.shouldvsing

twice»a'monthvand should"sﬁend'the other weePs in Church School.‘

Paul has been greatly helped by our organist Paullne House,
WhO is a uulllard graduate. Pauline has worked_hard and has given
sound adv:ce which is always welcome, |

_Efltu We are still: looklng for both a back up organlst and choir -

dlrector.
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Church School

The Church qchool has had 1ts ups and downs. ‘The most -

B dlfflcult asoect is. to flnd full. tlme people w1l11n9 to teach

. Even. after a re—organlzatlon in late November, the samo difflculty

~'st111 plagues us,

In early December, the "assembly" portlon of the Church School;;g

{'nwas 1ntroduced in Rinhhamton for the flrst tlme. So far it 1sp

urunnlng smoothly.

In 1ate December, Nrs. Anoush Dekmejlan was’ appointed our

;“new Church School Superlntendent, repla01ng Mr, Mlchael Yetchoyian.*

Armenian School

- The Armenian School closed for the summer 1n late April.

‘~:Because of meager attendence and dlfflculty in flndlng teachers,'

-fa commlttee was formed to look into the dlfferent wavs of 1mprov1npvpg

"the ex1st1ng 31tuatlon. One 1dea brought forth was to have an -

1ntcns1ve Armenlan School llmlted for a certaln number of weeks

""rather than drag it from September through Nay. To this date

there has been no dec13lon from the commlttee.

Youth Group o S y

Youth Group ha° remalned a strong actlve group throughout

'the year, and I pray that this contlnues.

The group has ?rown so much’ that lt 1p currenclv in the

process of belng divided into two,.




Women's Guild

The Cuild has been well organized and its meetings have
been conducted effieiently, yeﬁ the number of attending members
_at meetings has dropped off. Nevertheless this year the Guild” .~ .~y

sponsored more activities than last year, -

Parish Council L _ e : . S

" Parish Council members worked hard this year, especially on ffﬂ
‘maintenence' of the church buiiding itself, in organizing a most

successful dance, picnic and for the 50th anniversary of the

eBinghemton parish and the 75th anniversary of the Dieeese, the
' 1attef two events being celebrated on December 2nd,

Other Activities

May 27th, plate passed for Saint Nersess Armenlan Theologlcal
Sehool for education of seminarians. S
June 2lth - July 3rd, Father George and Sandra served as =
counsellors at the Saint Nersess Surmer Study Conference,
. Elberon, New Jersey,
November 1lth, pilgrimage to Salnt Varuan Cathedral when
: I celebrated my first Eucharist, . S
Week of December 23rd, the parish® gave a Christmas food ST i
A basket to a needy family., Lol
December 3lst, YNew Year's Eve party organlzed by Anoush
Dekmeglan and Allce BoyaJlan.fw‘

—

Comments and Observatlons

~ Even though T have already thanked everyone with personal
letters,vI must thank the parlsh as a communlty for the preparat1ons'5¥“'
;?'made for.my ordination, The Parleh Counc11 for arranging for the
:dinnerlaﬁd hell,}theIWOmen's Gulld Tor the buffet they prepared

"en‘the eve of ordination for all out-of-town guests and parishoners,




--vaﬁa)to ﬁhe ehpir'for puttihg in many.houreA(eemetimes'tearfu1)<for
practlce. B | 'N‘ |
I havo boen in this parish non,‘almost two yearo.ﬂnd ‘have.
- observea.thau the\peop;e of this communlty_DO want a functlonlng
"Church with a parish -priec't,:"iput almost on f'&heir own. terms, I

o can best explain that by quotlng from our parlsh newsletter, , e# i¢

'"he an .tener December, 1973 1ssue, pape 5 of Dr, Vahe Carabedlan's
Artlcle'- |

L o "%e have been a parlsh w1thout a re ident priest for , :
T TR - over lJ0 years and are now eypected to fall into a new R
e and different 1life style, We are asked to attend church
of ten and regularly on a day which we had set aside
~for our own personal desires. And why has this come
about?. The answer is that we wanted it, We signed
‘a petition to that effect two years ago, It therefore
'behooves us- to nqrtlclpate in and support the functions .
of our parloh : - '

.. The members of thls community want a Church School, whlle
iffewer-want an Armenian School, Yet when asked to teach, the answerv
>is‘a'firm‘and direct NO. Blnghamton has had a very stronp Cburch
Sechool in the past with '1t seems, enough people to teach. A
"prlest can be ass*gned to a parlsh but you cannon force ‘the meribers
‘to partlclpate.' Whlch in my mlnd re-afflrms'what T said when I
'{gfarrived: 'afpriestvis only‘as.good_as'hiS'suppoft.' |

TTEMS DO? ATED TO . THR GHURCH )

*IconS' B g '
Saint Prcgorv Lhe IlTumlnator Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kallem,
' - in memory of Ovsanna K etchoyian,l
Saints Thaddeds & Bartholomew o Steve & Ronald Turekian,

in memory of. their mother,
Araxie Turckian,
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Christ's Baptism 7 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kallem,. _—
: o : memory of Araxie (Yetchoylan)
Tureklan.
Consor - o | | - Mr, Sam Turekian, in memory ﬁﬁ_
' : ‘ g of his wife, Araxie Turekian,
‘bandlé Lighter - : _ L o ;v' Mrs. Anna Sarkisian B *"_iﬁ T
© Biblical and His torlcal cloth pictures  Mps. Esgouhi.Afarian : '{’_ ff;
.Challce cloths‘ o | o | | /’ﬂrs. VMary Misakyan N
Cospel olqths ’ ' | R o . Mrs.iMary Misakyan
'Handldross cloths T .L_ : Mrs. Mary Misakyan
- ﬁug for the Nursory ‘_ﬂ_ - i er.(Ara'Misakyan :
f Ch°ir'r°beé S 3 1-  B Wpﬁen's Cuild
‘ﬂ{Lectﬁfn'éo§ers. ‘ IR | Women's Guild ‘
. Crosses for the Altar ' ocary Rejebian !
iBaptismal'and Yarriage Narods - . Géry Rejebian A
: 'Respectfuily submitted this twentieth day of Janusry, i97h | :f;jv 
| Tt Ao Badeds:.
Father Ceorge Arakellan, -ffib;

Pastor e , '_;ﬁeﬁ




