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SAINT GREGORY AR!/ffiNIAN CHURCH, BDTGHAJ/[TOU 

PASTOR t S REPORT . '. v 

,:_,. ·, On Thursday, ·1·1ay 15, 1980 I arrived in Binr;hamton,~ coming from 
J3~.lleville, Illinois to assume the pastorate of your c~urch. I .·vras led 
to an apartment vrhich 'Has properly furnished thanks to th~ strenous ef
forts of Carol Bagdasarian and Marion Rojebiari. Iam [!reatly indebted.to 
them for their help. The Parish Counc:tl did everything in its pm·rer to 
facilitate my transfer from Belleville to Binp:hamton. Hy special thanks 
go to them. · 

i · As pastor, it is natural that cmy f_irst obje·ctive vrould be tp get 
acquainted with the parishioners. Therefore, I decided to make visita
tions to their homes. In my visit.ations I B:ave priority to those~fami-.: 
lies who had cut off their relationship with our church for factional 
reasops. In doing so I tried to make tvro points: .First, that I consider 
them a part of our community. Secondly, that I care for them regard;toss 
of their attitudes to·t-rard our church. i•Ti th the exception of .. tvro, they 
received me vrith Harmth and respect •. 

1 ,. . ' . ~ . 
:'::-~~~":-"'~'/attention .to; .. the rest of the· families wpo are 

ovrards our church. I did not have the chance 
of vi~i~ing somo m because t~ey1'failed to give me an appointm~nt. 
Apparently, they had so tight schedule that they could not find half an 
hour br ,one hour time to receive the pas.tor. As a result no harm: came 
to me·. personally. The rea,l harm vTas done to the sacred tradition· or; our 
churcp. ~If they persist d:n disrep;aJ:?ding the age-old traditions, sooner· 
or later they will find themselves out of' touch 'Hith our church., I made 
up the difference by visiting the elderly, the widows, ,the widow~rs1 and. 
in re.turn I received their blessings,!:blessings that cannot be b/:mght, . 
they ,ar~ O:il.ly. gra~ted. . , 1 · ~ 1 
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. 1 :Hhe·n I took office, our churc}1 used to issue a circular vrhi.ch 
included mainly the religious calendar. of the month. 1ve did not hav'e a 
newsletter in the true· sense 6f th~ w6rd. There was the need of a news
letter befi ttirig our connnuni ty. I took upon myself the re spons ib:ili;tY .. 
for it, 1knoHing full well the difficulties involved. It ·vras cons:idered . 
a real challene;e under r,iven circ~st·ances. Shortly, the first i'ssu'e of 
the newsletter came out 1rri th a promis:ing title SUJITRISE. \ve started ~is-
suing ,a newsletter at a time 't-Then the bi.r: parishes had interrupted ·: ...... -'·,· .. ·. ,;j 

\

their's because of", the summer season.) I took care of putting the; ma,te:- .. 
rial together, of folding, of stap+ing, of addressographing and ~orting 
out two· hundred copies accordin~zin 'codes. Grace Baradet and· Adrienne 
Kacha.dourian were kind enough. to type'!. it. Recently, I undertook 'also 
the task of typing it. ! -~ -' . " '· 
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:Many parishioners expressed their joy and appreciation o~ei.- the 
appearance of the newsletter. Surprisingly several persons quest~ioned 
'about the delay of the newsletter istead of sayine ·a word of apprecia-
tion.:. I 1 con~idered it destructive ~r~t1icism. 1 I::srropg1.:_y~;oe4.e.ct destruc-

·.tive ·criticl.sm.but warmly accept .. cons.tructive cr1.ticism. Thos--e eneaging 
in· destructive critic ism must real~zo~ -:that they ar·e doing disser:vice to 
our church. Let them knoH that evep· t'he big parishes cannot put out 
,their nevTsletter ·on time despite ha:ving potential in terms of helping 
hOJtqa and a:I.l kinds of facilities.: In order to be fair' in our jU.<;).gmE;Jp~~ 1 
vre should not forget to p·ain:t: o,ut .. p_he. adyantap,e s of a work along 1-1i th : 
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its disadvantages otherHise ,_:7e hecpme ''ha!!roi-r'fminded. Some took a p~s~i
. mistic view of our new~letter. They held that it had no·chance for~sur

vi val •. ~ t :that time I dis agreed wi;th (them. Today, after having p'ri~ted 
seven issues, the indications are that it will survive because''where 
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.there·;fs a will_, there is a way'~ \. 
# ~; ! : ' h: 
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;: ·,When I assumed past.o~al respohsibii:i.t·tos_, Armenian weekly classes 
· did· not~ exist. I considere'ci ·1 t necessary to···establish or re-establ~sh it 

provided that minimum three ·person's e'nroled in it. I did not waft for the 
·fall }season to start classes. I st~rt'ed off at the begimi.ing of jth~ sum
mer season. My intention ·vJas to give opportunity to our youths to join. it 
s·ince; t~ey were· on school vacat_i~n~ Unfortu~ately the Armenian ~.la~ses 
had 11-0 ~ppeal fo,r them. Around f~f~~eh. persops participated in :L.t. Late. 
enrolment-considerably interfered w~th the pace of the work. Each time 
someone doined the classes, I fe1t,compelled to start from the obt~et. 

t . ; '. ..., :(j ~ t::,.;;.' ----

. ~ ~As in everything else pe;~Jvefence is an e-ssential facto'!- for mak-
ing progress.· Freqt;ent abstention q_onsti tuted gre.at obstacles. T?os:,e who 
expected; to get qu~ck result_, becrume frustrated and eventually dropped out.· 
Those~. wh"o attended the classes regularly and had a real desire to learn_, 
benefitea substantially. I can mentlori the nrume of I1ichael Findikyan, who 
will ~e fri a position to teach Armeri~e classes ·next year. ~\ , \ · 

'l It is incumbent on every Armenian to be able to express Himself i, 
' more or less in.his own native lang~age. The language is the mos~ effec-: 

tive Bond which-identifies one with;,_,hi1s people. How can we feel a sense ' 
. · of hel:on~ing to our beloved forefat~_.er·s_ when we have ceased spealt;ing the 
· srume language ... and lost even the desire\ to learn it. Those who stay away 

from Armenian classes making the excuse of not having time_, I can give 
them the :example of two ·doctors attending, the Armenian c·lasses despite 
being 1extremely tied up. Therefore_,\the thing which lacks is not the time 

.. but the w_illingness. To me_, to make f_the Armenian classes available fs a i 
matterl, of national conscience. Seven' months ago_, in my first sermon_,, I \ 
had anhouhced that there should be three persons in order to start Armen

·-.. ian weekJ!y classes but today I state_' tnat the Armenian classes wiil go on 
: even if· the attendance is reduced to'~ o:d.e single· person. · 1 · 
.: . . ~, -.~ .' ·. . -~ ~--;-----· ----~~?--·· . . . ;, 

· --· . i' r: .. attach great importance to;· Cultural __ Gatherings because ~hey play 
,,, a vita role in the life of our parish.~ They are the. driving force of our 

parish1wi~hout which we become like ~t~gnant water. As parish, we ,get our 
·,~ spiritual· nourishment from them. I made, plans to organize cultural! gather

ings ori the occasion of major national feasts. Thus far_, we had a .cultur- · 
··· al gathering dedicated to the Holy Translators_, a Shadow Play prior. to · 

Christ~'as~· We have scheduled· the co~embration of st. Vartan· on Sunday,.· . 
1st· of ~arch_, following Divine Litur~y. The purpose of Cultural Gatherings 
is thre,e-fold; First_, to honor the m~!no:r;.y of a hero; a saint or a ·scholar. 

' Second_,Ltd understand the significanc:e of their lives and work. Third, to _ 
_ get spi!t-i.tllal inspiration in order to follm...r in their footsteps. I: strong_; 

•_, ly·urge ou'r parishioners to make a sp-ecial effort to attend these cultural 
::gatherings. · · 1 ~· ·· · : 
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. . ir had a meeting with Sunday Sbhool ~-to discuss issues related 
·-. to curriculum, textbooks and attendance. r'-..pr-ovided them with reference 

books wllich could broaden their knowledge about the history and doc'trine 
·of the Armenian .Church. I asked them fo be· more interested· ·in rekin'cll1ng 

· -the student's national spirit and religious feelings rather than trying·'..: 
to fill-their minds with much informations. Adrienne Kachadourian and her 

·> colleagues are doing their best to contribute to the moral and spiritual· 
.. _. development of the students. It is gratifying to note that this year the 
.. _-: attendance of ou~- Sunday School, has increased. 

\ve have every reason to be happy with our choir which consists,· of 
dedicated members. They are fully cortsciot1s.of·their obligations toward. 

. .. -· : ; . . -~.- ; :. . .. 
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. I 0\rr church.~ They abstained only when they had Ei ~~tf~biEJ fi'eiis~n to do. so. I 
i.v 'recruited t\.m persons for the· choir. Durtng my C:HSrtve!>sa.tions and meetings . 

. with people, I tried hard ·to persuade them· to get ·involved in the.church 
,' organizations,. particularly .in the choir. Sometimes I succeeded; other 

.·times I failed but it l-Tas wort_h .to give it a tr:J;. Our organist, Michael 
Findikyan was al"t<rays at the . helm. · . . . . . ' · .. ·.· . :: 

We feel deeply indebted to our altar servers; Hagop 'Injajig'ian 
and deacon Hrair Dekme jian •. Profe s~or De~e jian is regarded my ~ig9t 1 • .'·. • 

. hand ,in: the church. He is :r:~!}9:ering valu,abl~:~:-~~rvice to our church~. He .. 
gladly accepted to conduct···service~ w.hen Iarri .·a'Vray in Syracuse. Altqough 
he has no time to scratch.his head, h!3 finds'plenty of time to devq,te to 

. our church. We all need to follow his, wonderful example. · 

, ' I continued the friendly r,elationship vrhi~h existed before bet·;,;;-·;; . 
· . ween our church and the South-side !sister churches. I took part in ·inter-. 

faith church services on two occas:fons: Thanksgiving Day ·at First Baptist' 
Church, 'and on the feast of Epiphany at St. AndreH' s ·Catholic Church. We· .· 

• .1 • . ,. ' 

should not·miss these interfaith ctiurch services if we are really interest-
·. ed in strenghtening our ties .with them and learning from their e~pe:rience·. 

' ' - ~ r· . · , .. , .. . .. 

' The Women Is Guild ::ho'1ds :~a: very important pl~ce among our ~hurch 
organizations. It is ::not ;.an ·exaggeratt.on to state ·that it forms -ph~ .back
bone of .our chu~ch. As a home ceases t;o be a home vTithout the presence of 
a devoted mother, so our church will lose a great deal without Women's 

~ ' ~~ . I t 

Guild. All the vromen in our·-cormnuni,tYr,are expected to be part Of'; it,. giv-
ing their moral and financial support; The out-going .officers of-. the ex
ecutive ;body of \-Jomen' s Guild; Margaret Medzigia.n, Anoush Dekmejian·: and 
Barba.ra:Gialanella deserve our deep gratitude. Theycarried out the'ir re~ 
sponsibi1ities with faithfulness for several terms at the unanimous;re-

.,quest. o:r the members. \-Te firmly believe that the present officers under · 
the cpairmanship of Ursula Findikyan ~rill carry on the work with~ re'nevred 
enthusiBrsm .and dedication. i ·~ : : : 

--: ,, . . ~ ·. : . ~~ . 

. : He cannot overstate the inip'o~tance of our Youth Group. The~ future 
·of our p'arish hinges on them •. Soone'·r or later, they '\-Till play leadership · 
roles, here or elsewhere. For _this v.ery reason v.re need to cherish j aria> care ..... 

· about. them. It has become a necessi1ty,ito assign an adult .advisor.who can 
give guidance and supervise their activities. On my part I have alw~ys 
encouraged them to take an active P.:e.~~ in our cultural gathering~. 'i , , : .. 

: I • ' • : -~. . { ~ r ' ''· • ;· I ' ' . • :··· ~= ', 

\ It is true that our Parish is small but we should bear in mind . 
that vre have potential.· We make a b,ig i·mistake by imposing the whole· bur-
den on a· fel-T. This is not fair. Whe'ther "t-Te are involved in church organ-~ A' 
izations or not, we have obligatiori, t9 do our share. Once vre are;. co~vinco;UD\ 
that the, church is our second home,··-we will not hesitate to offer our . 
service.: .By serving our church we d'o good to our people and l-Te ·do deeds · 
which, are pleasing to God. The end ';result is that we get inner satisfac..; .' 
tion and spiritual enjoyment. That ;is ;~our biBr:~st rel-rard, inviolabl~ . . :. 
treasure'. Blessed are those wh9 posse~s .this k1.nd of treasure.· It mn.j hope
ful tt?.at· with united and concerted ·eff;orts we l-Till manage to achieve all 
our goals. · · .~. :i · · · · · · . · • · ' J 

' . ~ . .; • . ~ . .. ' . . l_ ~t .. 
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, It was ~ real pleasure for· mE! to vrork with the members of .the 
Parish Council. I:would like to express my. thanks for their cooperation 
and understandinB• Hy special thank.s. go to the Chairman of the P~ri~h . 
Council, Dr. George Rejebian who always shov.red readiness to give :me; a 
lending -hand not only in church related matte'rs but also in my personal 
problems:· 'l ~ · i ~---· 

1 ' ~Very Rev. Fr.· Sooren Chinchinian· 
. ;Pastor . · 'j • :·. 
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