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·-· Armenian: Church of Our Saviour 

Worcester, Ma~s. 

Minutes of Arinual Farish Assembly Session I 

:The Annual assembly of the Church of Our Saviour to approve 
the affairs of the parish for.the. preceding year was held 
in the Church Hall on Sunday, ~an. 24, 1971. The meeting, 

-presided:·by Very Rev·. I'1uron Dz. V. · Gurjikian was called to 
order by the Paris~ C6uncil Chairman Zarvin Kasparian at 1 FM. 
the~e being forty-five members present, they to constitute 
a quorum in accordance with the published invitation and agenda. 
The meeting was opened in prayer .by our Faster, Hayr·soorp 
Huron Gurjikian. ·.Copies of -che published "Annual Reports 

-1970" were distributed to all members present. 

AGENDA 

l. Election of officers of the Assembly 
2. Reading of. the minutei of previous Assembly 
3~ Report of the Pastor 
4. Report of the F~rish Council 
5. Report of the auditing Committee 
6.· Approval of proposed 1971 Bud~et 
7. Reports of. all organizations 
8.- Election.of Farish Council, Auditing ~nd 

Nominating Committees · 
g. New Business 

In a~cordance ~1i th Item .1 of the agenda, Mr. Kasparian then 
requested theAssembly to nominate a chairman to conduct the 
meeting. There b~ing offered the name of l"lr •. And::ranig::;Yarum~an, 
-che nominations were closed and by-open vote .Mr. Yarumian was. 
unanimously elec-ced. 
No~iria-cion was then requested for office of Secretary to the 
Assembly. Hr. Bartev Bagdasarian was nominated and upon closing 

.of nominations was duly elected by open vote to beco~e Secretary. 
Mr. Kasparian then invited Chairman and Secretary to_the table 
to-conduct the meeting and pursue the remainder of the agenda. 

For purpose of information:only, since they had already been 
approved, minutes of the previous meeting were read to the as
sembled and this concluded Item 2 of the agenda. 

Chairman Yarumian then requested our pastor Very Rev. Muron 
.nz. V. 'Gurjikian to prese~t his re~or~. This was read in person 
from the. pages of the "Annual Parish Reports" it being recorded 
.there in both Armenian and English languages on pages one thru 5. 
The Chairm~n then invited the Parish Coun8ceftA1~/;'Yvan Aroian to 
present a report of the Council's activi-cies. This was read 
from the "Reports" also and recorded therein on pages six 
throu~h nine. Clarification of the Councils report was offered 
by Chairman of the Council, Zarvin Kasparian pointing out high-
lights and stressing particularly the success of.the Annual 
Bazaar, our relations with the Church community in·worcester 
and ·the general wel~-being .of ·our phu~ch fami;ly .. ' · 
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A motion made by l'··[rs ~ Jardarian to accept with approval and 
applause the I-astors and Parish Council ·reports was.seconded 
and enthusiastically responded ·by the .ti.Ssembly. . · · 

Item 5 ~t the agehda was:~ro~gbt to the atten~ion of the Assembly 
and there being no members"of the Auditing co6mittee pre~ent, 
reference ;Was made to their statem~nt ori Fage 14 indicating 

.. ~xarr.ination of ·the financial .records of. the· Coun.cil and the 
separate records of the Cultural Center .Fund both having been 
duly audited and concluded to be correct. The financial reports 
appear on pages ten·.through 14. · 

Some .questions. on the financial report were satisfactorily. clarified 
by Mr. Toromanian, Treasurer and Er.·Ka~parian, Chair~an of.the 
Council •.. · :t!'urther reference to the financial reports .and condi- · 
·tion.of our treasury as w~ll as the conspicuous income of the . 
Farish weie forcef~lly brought to th~ attentiori of the members 
byHayr Boorp and Diocesan D~legateHarry·sogigian pointing . 
out the tremendous effort our ParishionerS have made in meeting 
obligations. It was clear that ou~ incom~ for the preceding 
year was ~~11 over $100,000.~0 which in essence is en~irely 
voluritary .support. and inspires continued confidence in our· 
Church life. · 

·chairman Yarumian.asked for a motion to activate item.6·of the 
Agenda w~idh was then proposed by Mr. Jacob Hagopiah_as follows: 

To.approve the Ch~rch Ope~ations Budget prepar~d by the 
larish Council and presented as an Income and Expense · 
11.nalysis for 1971 ·on page 15 of the "Reports". -Inc'ome is. 
anticipated at $62,200._00 and· expenditures at $65;205.00. 

·The motion was seconded by ~r. Jacob Bile~erian. 
Followed ·a discussion of the budget by various members of. the 
.Assembly .. Particular reiierence was made tci the .anticipated use 
of £unds for Secretarial. and for Program & Education~Director. 
Question was raised as·to,the distinction between items desig
nated as Custodians an_d separately as Building I·1aintenance • 

. These questions viere satisfactorily answered by Council Chair
man Kasparian. It was also ~ointed out bj·the·Fastor :that · 
administrative matter~ receive the full considera~ion of the 
Council .and all purposes are b~st served. when.elected officials 
are permitted ~o car.ry-out. their duties .. This always being 
done in methodical: and thoughtful manner: 

The Budget proposal \~as ~h~n put to a vote and by show of bands 
was -unanimously accepted. . . · · · · · : 

Upon offering Item 7 of the agenda for consideration, Chiirman 
Yarumian received a motion as follows:· . 

· . Tha-c . the r·eading of rep or-cs by the Church affiliates 
be dispensed with, since they are published in_the 

· ·Annual Reports. and that they be accepted .as rendered . 

. ~·he motion was seconded. 
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Prior to taking a vote, the,Assemb~y .was given respite to 
assimilate' the organizational. repOJ::tS ,.with the purpose of : 
raising any -questions that might occur. The following .were 
significant: , .· . . 

Sunday Schools need for a Superintendent. This work 
·formerly done by a Youth Program Director is a pos- · 
ition which -is now open.· It. is preferred if a qual
ified individual ~oluntee~s for thi~ ser~ice~ The· 
;youth_ of our Church deserve and need a person to di-

. rect their activities and this purpose will be pur-.. · 
sued in the ~oming year through .funds proposed in 
the Budget.· · · · 

· The continu~tion of Armeni~n School was sUpported 
by remarks of I'•lr. George Herosian and suggestion 

was made to obt~in £unds offered by the AGBU. Mr. 
Van i1.roian, on the same subject, indicated the 
need.for teachers, as well as .text n:aterial. r~·1r. · 
Aroian explained the peculiar but compelling-reason· 
for continued existence of Armenian language teaching, 
emphasizing the sociologieal nature of several gen
erations of Armenians· now -in Americar:and the need 
to ·continue teaching tl.le American born Armenian 
his heritage. · · 

Upon open vote in· the_ Assembly' there was unanimous· approval of 
the motion stat~d above which'concerns th~ following Reports: 

68th Diocesan Assembly~eport Fa~e 16 
Armenian School Report P~ges 17 & 18 
Sunday Church School Pages 19 & 20 
Church Choir Page 2:1 · · 
Egeghetzasei Dign~ti Mihodtyoun Page ·22 
Young W6mens Guild Page 23 
Mens Club Page 24 . 
. ACYOA Seniors Page 25 

· ACYOA Juniors Fage 26 
Boy Scout T~oop 48 Page 27 

Item 8 of the Agenda, -Electi6n of Farish Council, Auditing 
and. Nominating Committees has be~n set for .the second session 
of this meeting and is outlined in. the ."Invitation to ·Farish 
Assembl-y Meet i_ng" . 

. Chairman Yarumian then. _called for proposals and discussion of 
Ne\•l Business which appears as Item 9 on the Agenda~ The' sug
gestions for discussion were as follows: 

· 1 • .Arrange for an earlier meeting date of the 
. annual meeting.. . · . 
Mr. Kasparian explained that this-matter has 
been brought to the; attiention of the Dioceseand· 
because of the nec~ssity for maintaining a un- . 

. iform c~lendar·for ~11 the Parishes in the Diocese, 
_a.change would not be acceptable. 

2.Quest~onof having women appear as candidates· for 
elective office in the P~rish. · 
It was pointed out that there is now no bar to 
such practice provided'there are qualified.and 
dedicated candidates who are willing to serve.· 
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3. A:;suggestion 'VIaS made and taken under ad
visement for the 1971 council.that the yeari 
activities be previewed in sui~able form and 
mailed tb the membership before the annual 
meeting. ~he thought is to stimulate~ gr~a~er 
interest and participatiion in the meeting. 

4~ A suggestion ~hat the Center be offered for 
rental to au~ment inco~e was ably demoristr~t~d 
by Mr. Kasparian as not being feasible. 
Generally speaking, ti.i:":e cost of maintaining 
the facility for a given function excludes 
any great proi'it-under a reasonable rental 
schedule. 

It was proposed that the minutesof this session be-read and 
approved. Upon the Secretarys reading of his notes of the · 
foregoing and corr~ctions .being made, .this was voted acceptable. 

. ' . . . 

Upon motion being- made and duly seconded ·it was proposed that 
this the First Session of the'Annual Assembly be continued 
on Sunday, Jan. 31 at 10-AI'1. · · -

._ 

The·.sessioi? adjourned with unanimity following closing prayer 
by Hayr Soorp Gu~jikian. 

SESSION _- _ II _ 

.The_ second session of the Meeting was opened in accordance with 
arrangement of the Agenda on Sunday, Jan 31, 1971 at 10-.liH. 
The. ballot box was sealed by Deacon -Simon Zakarian representin~ 
Very Rev. Nuron Dz. V. Gurjikian and the Nominating Committee 

· composed of the following: Mr. Asbed Zakariari~ Ch~irman, ~r. 
Harry Sogigian, Secretary and _members 'William Aslanian, duney 
Kachadoorian, John Merzigian along with selected members offi
ciated at the elections~ . 
Upon closing of the polls at 1: 00 Pr-1 the meeting was again called 

_to order with twenty two members present. . -·---
-Chair~an Yarumian requested the-results of the balloting. 
Chairman of Nominating Committee Asb~~ Zakariari reported as· 
follows: Total number oi' votes cast was 176. _ 

In desc~nding order of votes recciived for bffice of Farish C6uncillor, 
· John Toromanian - 1~5 Votes, Declared-Elected 

Zarvin Kasparian 132 Votes, " " 
Jacob Hagopian 125 Votes, " 11 

Van Aroian 105 Votes, 11 
" 

Arsen _Haroian · 62 Votes, 
Haroutune Kasparian -62 Votes, 
Richu..rd fv1shooshian 57 Votes, 
Frank Najarian 56 Votes, 
11.ndrew Shadbegian 47 Votes,· 
Andrew Surabian 20 Votes, 
George .Sogigian _ 1 Vote, 
Haroutune Beleza~ian 1 Vote, _ 

Since balloting for the fifth member of Farish Councillor tied 
at 62 votes, it became necessary for the.Presiding Officer to 
cast a deciding vot~ .. In' ~cc'ordaric'e:~ w'i_th· By~Laws, · Very Rev. r•Iuron 
Dz. V. Gurjikian cast his vot'e by drawing the name of one of the-

- two tied candidates. from. a repeptac~e ~- ·This ,beiqg: 'done, Arsen 
Haroian ·.vas declared el·ected. ·: ·; • • i · - -~ - > _i · • __ . •' ~ . . ' ... 
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For Nominating Cbmmit~e~ the results were as follows: 
Ramon Hovsepian 127 Votes Declared Elected 
George Eerosian 120 " DecJ..ared Elected 
Berjollhie Zakarianl07 II II " 
Rose Aslanian 91 II " " 
Manase Jardarian 77 II II It 

Kachador Toromanian69 II 

Gee. fV:egrichian 65 II 

Harry Dodakian 59 II 

Carnig Alexandrian 53 II 

Ralph Nigosian 38 II 

Popken Anusbigian 1 Vote 

For Auditing Committee the balloting was as follows: 

Anne Demirjian 114 Votes. Declared Elected 
Jacob Bilzerian 88 Votes II II 

Barbara Nalkranian 88 II II II 

Dr. Sherman 
Santo ian 78 II 

Richard Papazian 73 II 

John Kabian 58 II 

Motion was made and seconded that the report of the Nominating 
Committee be accepted with thanks and appreciation. 

Indiscussion, it was suggested that the method of tallying 
the election results for this election be permanently recorded 
for future reference and use. A special form having been pre
pared by the current committee. 

Upon vote of the above motion it "''as unanimously accepted. 

Mr. Asbed Zakarian, Chairman thanked his co-workers and all 
those who had helped to carry-out the purposes of the Nominating 
Committee. 

Upon reading of the minutes for Session II and their acceptance 
and motion made and duly seconded to adjourn, the meeting 
closed with prayer by Bayr Soorp Gurjikian., at 4:00 PM 

Very Rev. Muron Dz.V. Gurjikian 
President 

_4~~~-:..~ 
Bartev Der Bagdasarlan, Secretary 


