
PAS'l'Olt 1 S ANNUAL ltEPOR'l' - 1976 

1976 can he cltnracterized as a year of growth for our parish which also 
~ caused growing restlessness at not having our own permanent churcl1 facilities. 

Nevertheless, we are appreciative of the nccomodations l1ere at St. Andrew's 
Church, and thank God for His grace ancl guidance for our church. It has been 
a privilege and a challenge for me to be affiliated with the Armenian Cl1urch 
of Westclwster, nlthouch my status as half-iinw pastor has placed cnrtain 
1 imi ta ti ons on the extent and intensity of the \vork in the Lord 1 s vineyard. 

In the achievement of some of the results in the parish, the St. Nersess 
seminaria.ns have had a significant share wiLh their participation and assis
tance in the activities of various church organizations as part of their 
field-work training program, particularly in the choir and altar service, the 
Church School, Armenian School and the youth group. 

We have greeted with joy the inception of our senior ACYOA ehapter a.t 
the beginning of the year. We have great expectations and hope in the 
ACYOA becoming a valua.hlu and dynamic arm of the Church. 

This year was also special because of the Bi-Centennial Tl1anksgiving 
Drive which broltEht to the Church close to a 550,000 financial boost. We 
will continue to depend upon the good will a.nd support of the comtll~llli t..y to 
build or to buy our permanent home this year. 

\fORSIIl P A~D SACH.AHENTS 

Divine Liturgy and the preaching of the "rord of Gocl has been eonducted 
regularly, except for a few Sundays ill the summer. Occasionally, ~orne scm

.inarians were asked to give spiritual meditations. 

During Lent, "·c held regular worship services on Wednesdays follcn.:ed. 
by a series of ta.ll~s on the theme of "Christian Fatnily Living". The Pr·imat,e 
presided over one of these lenten devotional Jlrograms. 

l have conducted twelve {L~) sacraments of baptism {including J adutls), 
two (2) weddings in our church and participated in two (2) others ,.,rjth fel
lo,; clergymen in other churches. \'lu have had two (2) funeral services con
ductPd in our church nnd 1 have participated in !'our (4) ot.hc1·s in another 
parish. · 

PM;TOiUI.L VJ SlTS 

Aside from many "telovisi ts" (telephone visi Lations), 1 have paid 
visits to homPs and hospitals. '!'here have bel'n ~muy occasions f'o1· per::;onal 
and fatu"ily ClHli1S<~ling, inelutiJnt; pr<~-mar·iL1l consultations. 1 .,..·ould lilu' 
L o u r g t! o u r p a r i ~.;} li o 11 t' r s L u 11 o t i I' .Y tl! l' p a s to r ,.,. i tho ll L d e l a y a b u u t. i I 1 Ill' :-; s 
or any other siLuat.ion ot' burden for it 1:-> the duty of t.he pa.stot· to IH• 
"·here he can bring the healing 111inistry of' the lio~pel. 

It has IH!<'Tl r:i,Y duty tube pnr·t. ui' t.h0 planning of various <•ducat.lotlal 
pr1~grams \dih t.ht• varloll~; church ot·ganizat.iun. 1 ha.ve also had tht• pl1·a-
sure of giving talks at. tht>ir lllPI'tings. 

A class in convt>rsati.onal ,\nnPninn 1111d nnuthl'r one in the basic 
t.Pnchings of' tlw Armenian l:lmreh Wl'l"P CU!Hluct<'d from l•'(?hnwry t.o ,\pri 1, 



where seminarians also 1,ook part.. Having our own facili til..':'> will make i l 
possible f(H· us to initiate other etlucntiona.l programs. 

Four young people from our parish part.ic ipa ted in the Sumrne r l~e 1 i gi ous 
Study Conference of St. Ncrsess School in Crestwood and learned a great 
deal about our spiritual a.ncl cultural heritage. 

We initiated a new educational program on the basic teaching:-. of the 
Armenian Church design<!d primarily for three pupils who arc in the :-;unday 
Church School ~raduating class. 

ADHlNISTHA'l'lVE 

We have kept regular communication with the I>iocf!san Office and our 
church organi:~.ations, and sent letters of thanks and appreciation to indi
viduals and orga:nizations for various services rcnue.red to 1.hn church. ;\ 
good <leal of the Church office responsibilities have buen borne by ~Irs. 
Elma. Davidian, ,;ho has spent countless hours in doing thern. 

As the presiding officer, it ha.s been my pleasure to attend. both ex
ecutive and membership meetings of all church organi:w.ti ons and off(!r assis
tance and guidance where needed. 

I· have met weekly with those seminarians who have been charged vdlh 
the responsibility of administering and have assisted in guiding the Church 
School (~1iss Sirarpi Fercdjiun and .'fiss Nancy Basmajian), the choir (Deacon 
Vazken Asadourian), the ACYOA (Deacon Arthur Sabounjian), and the Armenian 
School (Deacon Bcdros Sarkissian and ~lr. Onnig Terzian). Our parish feels 
fortunate and grateful to ha.ve the service of the sernin[trians-who hav(~ 
contributed considerably in the areas of responsibil{ty unciertal~en by them. 

l :\T l·~lt-C l!U ItCH PA .~TI Cl PAT I Ol'-: 

J\.S delegate, 1 attended the Diocos;m J\ssembly in Philad<'lphia, the 
first \.'(~ekend in ~fay and thP J\llnual Assembly of the ACYOA, the last \leeli..end 
of August in ~ewton, ;-ta:-;s. 

We have invited Father Lattimore as guest pre£~cher on a Sunday i:-, •. ,·nt, 
as I have had the privilege of preaching at a Sunday service aL ~-)L. :\ndr·t~,;'s. 
In adclition, as one of the churches in Hartsdale, ve were invited to par
ticipate in a special ecumenical service on Goo<l Friday at the Sacred ileart 
Catholic Church, across the street. 

It "'as my privilege to lla.ve been invited as celebrant and JH"Pacher at 
our sister chur·ches in Chicago in June, Chelmsford, ~la:-;s. in Augu:->t and 
Toronto in Decemht.>r. 1 .,.·as al:-;o givt>n tltt• rPsponsil.Ji liLy by the> i'ri1natt' 
t.o repn~sent our l>ioce:·H' at a ::>pecial ecumt!nica) service f'o1· th(' .lrclt · 
bishop of CantPrbury held at the Cathetiral of :::it. ~John tilL• !Jivint~ on ::t•p
tPmbP I" ~(). 

J'l'riodically, l havo met 'With ihL' dt•acou-in-char;;L· or t.lll' Annt'lllilll 
Cot:tmttll1l.)' of >.or·tlwrn t.·<~stclil~stt!r, lll'acon Arthur ~iabounjian, "'ho is ndr:~t
ni~lt•r·ing capably the vor·ship, etlucationnl, and organizational lif'P ol' 
the CUIIliiiUIIiLy. 



Cmi~1UN 1 CAT 1 ONS 

We have continued the publication of our monthly newsletter, HOPE, 
and have tried· to bring news of coP1munity interest as well as e~ucationnl 
articles to about 500 reaclers on our mailing list. Throughout tlw year, 
we have sent flyers, bulletins, and leaflets to our corn11unity on many oc
casions, especially that of the Bi-C(mtennial Thanksgiving llrivo and Din
ner. ''~"e also printed a monthly Sunday bulletin to inform church comers of 
planned activities and the celebration of feasts. 

On different occasions, articles were placed in some of the Gannet 
papers about our church, particularly a major one about our looking for a 
church or property to buy. 

In closing, while we rejoice and thank God for the progress registered 
in our parish, yet \vc are a\Htre of ()Ur li1aitations and feel the need f'or 
augmented effort and increased participation to make this a more dynamic 
parish church. 

Let us commit ourselves to doing better this year in our pnrticip;ttion, 
fellowship and giving. Above all, in attending church services more reg
ularly. 

I acknowledge gratefully the support and the cooperation of the Par
ish Council and all church organizations: the school committee, the choir, 
the ACYOA (Senior and Junioe), the }lr. & ~Irs. & ?>!iss Club, t,Jw Lndies' 
Guild, us well as the Building Fund Committee, and tl1e. Nominating and ~u
diting Committees. 

Ha.y we always be guicleci hy lhe Holy Spirit and may (iod bless our pf
forts. 

Pr. Karekin Kasparian 
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