
ST. J AHES ARHENIAN CHURCH 

The 83rd Ann ual Diocesan As sembl y wa s held on May 2, 3 and 4, 198 5 at the A rmen ia ~ 
Church of The Holy Martyrs in Bayside, New York. 

Among the more significant actions was the election of th ree cle rgy me mbers to the 
Diocesan Council, namely, our own Pastor, Rev. Fr. Kare ki n Kaspa rian and Ve ry Rev. Frs. 
Baret Yeretz ian and Ghevont Samoorian. 

In add ition, five lay members were elected; Sarkis Bedev ian , Dan Dor ia n, Prt ur 
Mardigi an , Edward Onanian and Zarvin Kaspar ian. 

Two By-Laws Amendments were passed for the seco nd ti rre, and modifi ed th e By - Lav1s 
subject t o approval by the Catho l icos (which approval wa s s ub sequent ly receive d) . 

These amendments clarified discrepancies in the provis ions for ele ct ion of Diocesa n 
Council members and in the provi s ion for sale or enc umbra nces of re al property i n the 
Diocese. 

In addition, a third proposed By-Laws Ame ndment was passed for t he first time. This 
proposed amendment, approved by t he 1986 Assembly, will legali ze t he authority of t he 
Armenian Church Endowment Fund Trustees to sell or encumber real oroperty donated to it 
for Fund purposes. 

In addition, three proposal s were approved. Since they are all relativel y sh ort, 
they are set out here in full: 

1. "That the Primate appoint a represe ntative to serve as a liaison 
between the Diocese and parishes without full-ti me cl ergy. Thi s 
representative mu st meet with the res pective pari sh cou ncils at 
least twice a year and be present at the annual pa r ish assembly. " 

2. "That every region in the Diocese be composed of at 1 ea st one 
parish that has a minimu m of two elected del egates . " 

3. "The parish of St. Gregory The Ill uminator Church of Chicago, i n 
conjunction with t he Midwest Council of Armenian Churches, propose s 
that the Diocesan Council of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of 
America financial l y ($1 ,000.00), educationally, and religiousl y 
support the Hye Camp Summer Project in Wisco nsin. " 

The Assembly also directed t he High Rise Committee cont i nue its investigat ion of 
the feas i bility of the project and report back, in 1986, to the Asse mbly. 

The Unity Committee reported that since the 1984 Assemblies, no rea l prog ress 
has been made in this area primarily because of the Prelacy Assembly re solution 
p a sse d i n 1 9 84 . 

Our Assembly authorized our Committee to continue discussions on the various 
issues, i ncluding the drafting of proposed Unity By-Laws as soon as the Prelacy Unity 
Committee is empowered to do so and to report back in 1986. 

On Regionalization it was reported the New England Regionalizati on plan i s i n 
effect . Very Rev. Fr. Baret Yeretzian is the Regional Vicar and a re giona l cou ncil 
has been established. 

Finally, the Assembly approved a letter to be sent to President Reagan urgi ng hi s 
support of the Joint Resolution designating April 24 " ... as a 1 Day of Remembrance of 
Man 1 s Inhumanity to Man 1

, and pa r ticularly recalli ng the Armenian Ge noc ide of 1915". 
The lette r was sent on May 13, 1985. 

• 7. 

Respectfully submitted , 

Vi ncent Gura hian, 
Delegate 


