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ST. THOI1AS A.RUENIAN CHURCH 
Tenafly, II. J • 

PASTOR'S REPORT FOR 1965 

The single and most important accomplishment of the 
year is the construction and the consecration of our new 
church, for vrhioh l·re give thanks to God and to those dediQated 
people who through their generous giving of time, efforts and 
money made the beautiful Ho.:use of W:orship a ~eali ty. · 

In the Consecration Book the chapter entitled 
"History of our Church" starts with the following paragraph: 

"The Armenian Church of Bergen County (the St. Thomas 
Armenian Church) is the result of a deep inner dream that 
was 1n the hearts o£ a group of farsighted second-generation 
Armenians, tmose burning desire it was to build a church for 
the ever-grot·Iing Armenian ·Community or Eergen County." 

Tht's dream came true and now our main task 1s to use 
our excellent facilities in good grace, to serve God and the 
spiritual needs or His people. 

During 1965,21 baptisms were performed, 6 confirmations 
were administered, 3 marriages were blessed and one funeral 
took place. Compared with the previous year, we had 9 more 
baptisms, 2 more l'Teddings, and 4 less funerals. The visiting 
of the sick I consider as one of my most important duties, 
and I must again emphasize the importance of our parishioners 
notifying the clergy whenever a person is sick. I am also 
the chaplain for the Home of the Armenian Aged. I conduct 
services there occasionally. With the lTomen' s Guild of our 
Church we have established a tradition of celebrating the 
Armenian Christmas on Januar,y 6th in the Chapel of the Home. 

Since the consecration of the Church, serv1oos have been 
conducted every Sunday from 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon, With the 
celebration of the DiVine Liturgy and a sermon. I want to 
recognize at this time a few persons who bring their whole
hearted participation to our Sunday services. ~~. Edward 
Daghlian, our choir director; }ass .Susan Shamamian, our 
organist; the Altar servers, subdeacons Arman Basmajian, stole 
bearers Robert Varjan and Krikor Anoushian. Personally, and on 
behalf of the Parish, I deeply appreciate the devoted and 
dependable services of these young people, which which we 
could not take for granted that ever.y Sunday morning we shall 
have regular and disciplined worship ,services. Of course, we 
also appreciate all the choir members, some of whom are very 
regular and come early. 

'tle thank those who made "Mas", particularly Hrs. Lugy 
Chakmakian, who 1s always ready to take care o! our needs ror ~ms. 
We also thank ~~. Tish Easmajian who comes early every Sunday 
to clean the votive candle stands and keep an account of our 
Church attendance. 
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During the year we were pleased to have the Vicar-General 
Hayr Yegh1she Gizirinn and also Fr. Levon Arakelian of !lew York 
celebrate the Badarak in our Church, on July 4th and July 11th, 
respectively. The former Primate of our Diocese, Archbishop 
Tiran llersoyan preached ttdoe 1n our church, on l{ay I 2nd and 
October 17th. BLshop Elisha Simonian also preached twice in 
our church, June 27 and Nov. r~. Vahan Najarian, the 
Chnirman of tho Parish Council, made it his business to 
have these special events publicized in the Bergen Evening 
Record and other suburban newspapers. 

Special Lenten Services were held every Wednesday 
evening during the Lenten season. 

We appreciate the endeavors of all the Sund~ 
School teachers who give so freely of their time and efforts, 
especially the Superintendent, Yeretzgin Violet Kasprian, the 
Secretary, r1rs. Isabel Kratlian, and ~~. Mark Ohookaztan, the 
coordinator with the Parish Council. We also appreciate the 
efforts of the parents and teachers of the Armenian Language ) 

School. The school meets. avery Saturday morning from 
10:00 a.m. to noon. \fe could probably have more children and 
batter results, but the school is faced With great and many 
difficulties. I·!r. lfazar Nazarian has· been wholeheartedly behind the 
Armenian School, as coordinator from the Parish Council. 

Our Church publication, the Bergen Beacon, comes out 
monthly and consists of 8 pages. It is sent to 775 addresses 
which include 75 copies to members of the clergy of our Diocese 
and also names tlhich are out of the 11m1 ts of our parish~ lle 
greatly appreciate the help of Mr. Onn1g Hourdajian ~ho provides 
the paper and the printing.. Our thanks to another parishioner 
who donates the offset plates; also to ~~e. Alice Easmajian who 
addresses the copies. Yeretag!n Violet Kasparian edits the 
paper and prepares the copies for the plates. ~he only expense 
for the Bergen Deacon 1e the postage, which amounts •• to about 
39~00 a month. . . 

During the past year 6 new families have joined the 
membership of our church, which bring our total membership to 
167 families, or to 318 indiVidual voting members. In spite 
of the apprehension of some of us, this year no family has 
cancelled his membership and 3o1ned another church. 11r. Victor 
Arzooman1an of the Parish Council was in charge of the 
membership, but, unfortunately, because of job demands, we lost 
him for the greater part of the year. We hope next year he will 
double his efforts towards increasing the tmembership. 

Our church doe~ not have an office secretary, as 7et, and 
you must realize how much ino1dental or regular work accumulates. 
For these secretarial serVices also I would like to thank 
Yeretzgin Violet Kasparian. · · 
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The ·Parish Oounoll ls to bE:)-·-commertded-·-ror··rulfllllng 
its duties uith·hnrmonlous teamuork under the devoted ohair
mo.nshlp of 11r. Vahan Najarian. nr •. Uajar1an l-11 th his con
soiencioue hard nork.oreated such an image for a .Parish Council 
chairman that I am ntraid we shall have some difficulty in. 
persuading a~y.Prir1eh Council members to take on the chn1r
mnnsh1p. 

The great project or our Parish during the pas_t year 
was the building and the consecration or our Ohuroh. Many 
committees and people were involved in the process, like the 
Eooklot Committee, Banquet Committee. Cake donations commit
tee, and others. I cannot start menti~ning the names of 
persons who uere involved, but we know 'that the planning and 
execution or the Consecration Services were well done and all 
went very orderly, the Banquet was a great success, tije cake 
donations passed our expectations and the Consecration Book 
was the be.st so. ~ar published by any church in our Diocese. 
Tuo names stand out as representat1 v:es of the teams that--..,.:_...__ . 
shouldered the rospone1bil1ty and the work - Mr. Edward Ba~b!~U&--
the ee.neral co-chairman of the :Building Committee, headed/lli th P~~eot 
vigor an.d .enthusiasm, and he coordinated the various aspects 
or the .Building Project with corresponding sub-committees. 
nte other por.s~n 1.s _}!r. Vahan Najarian· who in his double role 
as a member of the Building Committee and asp the Chairman of 
the Parish Oounoll, brought hls invaluable share of working 
right in the field. 

We thank God for these and another dozen or more people 
who caught the vision of this parish and turned it into real1t,y, 
o~ course, all~s tiLth the Grace of God and the cooperation and 
generosity of you, the congregation. 

We built this ~ouse o:r· Worship for the Service of God 
and to serve people. To serve God in worshl~we need a well 
f trained Choir and altar servers and a fait ul and disciplined 
congr~gation t? ~111 the pews. To serve the peonle we need more 
personnel to work as youth counselors, as education directors, 
as secretarj. We have here a half a million dollar plant with 
one overall man. In order to expand and grow we need more 
people in the field. 

Besides my parish duties I would like to present a . 
few notes for your information: 

This year for the second,time I have been elected to the 
Executive Board of the Bergen County Council of Ohurches.which 
involveA one mooting a month, usually on Sunday afternoons. 
~hree times a year I open the Cit, Council meeting or ~enatly 
with a prayer. I was invited b,y the Board or Education of 
Tenafly to help 1n planning a series of lectures in the Adult 
Education program and also in disauss1ng ways or incorporating 
some rel1g1ous education 1n'our public schools. I have par
ticipated in the Seminars of Doctors and Clergy sponsored by 
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the Engle1rood Hospital• On our olm Diocesan level, I have been 
serving on th~ DioceDo.n Council ac .its chairman. I have 
attended tho AOYOA Annual Assembly in Hew York ov~r the Labor 
Day weekend. · The host chapter uas the Holy Vartyrs Church of 
Long Island. For the1r picnic they used our fac111tieo and, 
needless to say, all the guests were pleased. I have par
ticipated 1n our annual OlerBtm.en • s Conference and the 
Diocesan Assenbly lTh!ch convened in li'. Philadelphia church 
and during uhich time our delegatee inv1 ted the 1966 
assembly to take place 1n the st. ~omas church of .Tenafly 
and the invitation lras accepted. lfe must begin preparations 
and be ready f.or the ?-ray 1, 1966 \reekend. This year the 
attendance ldll bo nt its peak since we have an election of 
Diocesan Bishop or Aracbnort~ 

I wioh to conclude this report lfi th the last paragraph 
of the Pastor's Uossage from our consecration book: 

"Let th1s consecration be a ocmmenoement.day 
for us. Let us rejoice for the realized accomplishments, 
and vo11 to uorlc even harder to make th1n place a powerhouse 
to provide spiritual light for the people of our community, 
to help them to live ~s Ohr1stinns and as worthy citizens 
or thtls great land." . 

Januar.y 23, 1965 

nov •. Fr. Arnak Kasparian 
Pastor - St. Thomas Armenian ChurCh 

Tenafly, New Jersey 


