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1973

‘It is ~rotifyinsg to renort thot during 1973 our St. Thomas Armenien Church
continued its ~rowrth in neny ways. llew progrems were oddec to existing ones
t0 better serve both the spiritucl and socicl needs of our Harishioners.
several cioerinents to enhance our »narticination in the Vivine Liturgsy were
tricd onC Tound to offer sromise. .¢ not only met our financial obligcotions,
but found our reserves increased by year's enc.

Je are pleased with this continuing nrosress beccuse it woas nade pogsible
throush the combined efforts of our Porishioners, Church Orgzanizations, -iev.

'r. arnak lasperion, ond the Parish Council.

Immediately after the Parisih aAssembly on February 4, 1973, the Parish
Council was orzanized aos followvs:

Ll oo OJTICS LIAn01 40 CO...I%%w 2 CIL.I i\,
*George :.elicniaon Cheirnox Suilding Funad sazaar
*Zoven Poosiliion Vice Choirmen -.en's Club snniversory Jinner
Leon 1lizohosian seccretvary Luncay School
*loubar lozarian Yreasurer
Jronlt Lvolkian-Stoneson Agst. Scee'y. Joaen's Guild ..enbershin
*lazon Jebejion isst. Treasurer Armenian School Pledges
—dwerd Pehnia Ilousclzecning & Supnplies
Are Jilejion Aval: Society —ouinaent & Suilding
*Aro ‘loartin Choir & Chorus ..enorial Yoy Picnic
Peter ilason Jorshin (& Sacranents
..osis Parse-hien ACYOA & ACSA Crounds ¢ Duilding

# (Concludes ter:m on Council)

In a¢dition, the followin~ assisted the council by talring on siheciel
reshonsibilivies.

Arthur Gtchy _lentols
Vay ilajorian -enorials

Jaclk Dendian 2ll Picnic ) B
Sobert Jvoliion Youth Jirector (annointed ilovember, 1973)

TS PASY0.L'S 5P0%

0) .OQSLIP 3_22VICLS hove been conducted every sundoy from 10:30 2.2, to
noon, with the celebrotion of the Divine Litursy and
& sernon. Juring the year, we had os suest celebrants: /rchbishon Torlton
..enoosion, on the occasion of our eishth anniversory of the consecration of
the church: we 2lso have 'lev. ari lehiaven oan Octobér 10, when our »ripst

was visitinzg the Iouston, Tesxas »arish. . Arnelt lasmnarion debrated Badaralk
ot the Home in Jnerson tirice, on the Armenian Christnos_ Doy ond on .laundy
Thurgsday of Iloly ./ceX. Ie also visited on other schedulel occosions for
services. Juring the yeor with other clersy of Tenafly, our FPastor also
vigite and conducts services ot the [‘ary Fisher ione for retired professionals
cnd the lonor lursing Ilonec.

P) SAC.A CilTAL SI2aVICIS. Jurins the year, 27 bantigas were nerforued
comarecC to 23 last year); 22 ncrrioges vere
blessed (16 the arevious year): 13 funerals tool olece (11 last year.  .e
shall cherish the nemory of Diron Sarkision, wvho was a neaber of our Parish.)

c) ADLTIISTRARIV.. As ex-officio nreeident of all church orzonizations,
—~ev. arnalk aosparian attended anc »presicded over all
the neetings. He directed ond advised ond, in neny cases, he helped in
inplenenting decisions. Ilic attended the Uiocesan Assenbly in .Jorcester,
[lass., lay 4-6 vith our delezates.
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¢.) Publications. .Jith the help of Yeretssin Vlolct, rr. Arnhk nuhll hed
, the Bergen Beason uonthlj and put out the flyers for our
various affeirs. 1irs liortha Sorgydarian, iirs. i:ary Ann Sercoyda rlun,icnu urs,
Dilris Lglool have bcen nost helpful in assisting with Typing, huarcssin'
ond Varloug other office worh vhenever called upon. Our heurtfclb thenks for
thel , cheerful assistance. necial thonks to Rose iickenion for editing, to ~
eurqo oncé Iris Papazian for uettln” the tyne of the Beacon and of soute u?eClul

flycfs and giving then their prof0951on al touch, ond to Anthony Ajemizn for
his invaluable help in printing. Our noiling list is approximately 960
addresses. i

April 1973 was the 25%h anniverscry of the ordinetion to priesthood for
our Pastor. On :larch 25th he visited and celebrated Badaralr at Holy :lesur—
rectipn Church of Ilew Britain, Comn., where he was ordoined. On A)Tll 1, our
parish also celebrated the event in oconjunction with the Zighth lnnlvorsng
Glelbration of the Consecration of the Church. On that occasion our parish

"publighed o boolk, "St. Thomas Armenian Church - Heritage, .ichievenents, Goals,!

with’ﬁn inscription insicde reading: "Dedicated to the 25th Anniversary, of

Hev. Tother Arnalk Losparion's Ordinotion'. fThe book vas compiled and ‘edited

by ‘"lcoln . Topa llan, the u0313ns were by lichael Avedis, film yorl pro-

cessing by Gre”ory and dichord Sarg ydarien, tyve compos1tlon by Bedros Papaszian,

thc natron was Harry 1. Bolson. Anthony Ajemioan helped in nany YI2YS but alvreys
jonted to ob oy anonyiwous.

Ahe Pastor hunbly oclmovledges ond thanlis a2ll the c“nr0551ono of 1ovc,
frlanuhl? and ~ooQ wishes on this occasion. ,

5 ather Arnals perticinoted with other Dioceson priests and the Prinmate,
in a-retrcat on April 2 and 3 ot Creynore, Ii. Y. o

lhi~ yeoar scveral Arnenieon Seniinary students visited our church and gave
the ounuﬁy ucssa'o o; they were Volerie Goelrjion, liagon Roustenion and Hichael
611ev1 ‘

hls year we initiated few cxneriments, which reccived the Prine tc'

wholehcartcd approval; Guring the swamer instcad of o sernon, Der Huyr;would
nrcuent o religious tonic ond have the congregotion discuss it. Also,: each
Sunday, onc of the sonzos of the Badaralr veas Almeo"ra)hcu and distributed and
thc céngresetion had o chance to leorn and sing it during the BDadarak., This

perimcnt was continued after the suier scason with a modified fornat. -
Avch sunday, from 10-10:30, before the Sunday School time children v e;e leorne"
ing thc songs of Dadearal: undor the direction of iirs. Armine Yonelion, while

rcnt had 2 sesgion on religion. :

Thonks to the generous conatlong of some of our paris hioners, vre have
o setof 150 new BDadarak boolis with music, tronsletion ond transliteration.

\Je 2lgo thonk Iirs. Lucy Chalmekion ond her helners, who nalie surc that “we
have ¥nmohs® cvery Sunday. Anothe:r new service to the congregation is: the
booksﬁore. Je thaonk ilrg. Janie Ohaonian who is in charge. {

Qur Paotor hoos been rodected as the President of the Tenafly Clergy
Fellovyshin. On nmony ocecasions Der Hayr has led various sroups on tour:of the
churcli telling then about the Armcnion Church ond neonle in generzal and St.
”homm' in particular. ' g

Fhe Postor wishes to bring to your attention that on ecranination of this
anua l renort reveals the obvious fact that cach of the brandks of our ‘church
orsonizo tion has been very successiul. Juring the pogt year, to say hc least,
all chgrch activities hove been ¢percting and run in a nost harmonloug Jenner
wvith @ minimum of friction usuclly present as o natural part of the operations
of a2 church. This has been largely ue to the tyne of 1cndcrship we have had.
All the members ond officers of the Parish Council hove contributed to malking
this o succegssiul year
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. A very special tribute must be paid to the untiring efforts of our ’
Chairman, George liekenian, who has shown understanding of the problems that
confronted us during the past twelve months, and with an exemplary zeal‘apd
dedication'has worked for their solutions. Without his faithfgl gnd~gu;d1ng
leadership, we would not have had such a successful year. It is impossible
at this time not to recognize and thank also the person behind the man, Rose
~ llekenian, who has rendered great service in many areas, always trying hard o

to stay bchind the scenes. . | :
MEETINGS: During the year the Parish Council met Tormally 24 times.: Two of
these meetings were with the Diocesan Delegates, and another was with the
Primate and the Diocesan Religious Education Director. The Chairmen: of all
Church Organizations were invited to a meeting to discuss and develop
coordination in scheduling events. ‘ :

. St. Thomas has becen represcnted at the Regional New Jersey Parish Council

Meetings called by the Primatc. In addition, we have responded to all
correspondence and requests from the Diocesan Office. ;

DIOGESAN DELEGATES:" Apprcciation is cxpresscd to our outgoing Dioccsan

- 3 : Delegates who have completed their current 4 ycar term.
They arc Viector Arzoomanian, Edward Bashian, Vahan Najarian, and Dick Tur- fu
namian. All of our Dclegatés attended and participated in the Dioccsan W,
Assémbly in Worcester, Hass. Hay 5-6, along with our Pastor, Father Arnak
Kasparian, and our Parish Council Chairman, Gecorge lMckenian.. Attending the
‘ooncurrent meetings of Church Organizations werce the following: Sunday
Schgol - Yeretzgin Violct Kasparian; Armenian School - lliss Sylva dey Stepan-
iany lrs. Queccnic-Tashjian; Women's Guild ~ Mrs. Rosc lickenian, lrs.;Artcemis
Nazarian; ACYOA - Anita Kcurajian, Scta Nagarian, Gregory Hourdajiany and
Doyglas Tashjian. Edward Bashian complected his term as Diocesan Couneil
Tregsurer this year, : . &

MEMBERSHIP: Since our last Parish Asscmbly, scveral new families werc added
C "to our rolls while others who exhibited no interest whatsocver
werg dropped. Iembership now totals 233 families. We thank Father Arnak
for:ihis concerted cfforts to encourage ncew familics to join our Parish.
All>Parishioners arc urged to reccruit new families personally or to bring
Father Arnak's attention to these potential new members. We rccommend that
yourlg adults over 18 who arc cmploycd become members in their own right.

; |
PLEDGES: The Pledge Program rcalized a major gain when for the first time
By morc then twenty thousand dollars was raiscd through pledges. A

significant factor toward this improvement was the greater acceptance and
undcrstanding by Parishioners of the quarterly pledge and donation report.
The Parish Councilfecls that this program has great potential for growth,
and ‘Frank Avakian-Stoncson is working in this arca. The first quart¢ér of
1974 has been declared as PLEDGE INCREASE QUARTER. Our long-rangc gaqal should
be %o _raisc the bulk of our operating cxpenscs through pledges. ‘|

~ - Mrs. Martha Saraydarian performs an invaluable service by posting .
.pledges and other contributions in conjunction with Hagop Jebejian, and by
sending out the quarterly rennris. d

" Tei™ ATAITHINRTR » A3 1 3 e S 1 3
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mortgage payments and if possible tc redie pr1n01pa1 indcbtedness. |
The “nucleus of  the Committce wag cur Diocce legates, wit Edward:Bgshlan
serying as Chairman, Other members were o owes ﬁupcn addler = Vice .
Chairman, Malcolm Topalian - Secretar¥, George Shahinian, - Treasurcr, Dr,
Vincent Inceecian ~ Asst. Trecasurcr, S cfhcn inanian, Pcter Da hllaﬁ,;Michacl
Ealoblaﬁé Albert Kcus8¥fiRaymond Kreppel;, Apkar Omartian, Kerl Tashjian, and

corge kenian - Ex cl0.
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The Committee met 4 times in 1973 and on scveral other occasiorns
representatives of the Committce and of the Parish Council met togcthcr.

¢ Somec plausiblec ideas were forthcoming from the Committce but it was
cxﬁcr10n01ng some problems in mobilizing %o implcment the plans. In the
mcantlmc the Parish Council was reevaluating priorities for our Parish and
felt it of primary 1mportanco t0 consider cxpanding our programs to ‘better
seryve the current necds of our Parishioners and the operational requircments
ofi:pur Church rather than pay off the mortgage morc quickly at this .time.
Thc ; Building Committee concurrcd with this and so discontinucd activity
for the time being. The Parish Council rcassumed rospons1b111ty for, our
mortgano payments. %

BUILDINGS, GROUNDS, AND HOUSEKEEPING: 1973 saw considcrable act1v1ty to
maintain and cnhancc our bulldlng
and grounds. Somc of the major work incliuded the following.

" Aftor consultation with kr. E. Luddérs (the Church's Arohltoct),
roofing consultant; contractors; and the Architectural Commlttco, Anay
Ouzoonian, Cha1rman° the rarloh Council had a ncw rooi installed over the
1obby and two officecs by a contractor. Other roof repairs werc also: made.
Tha; exterior stucco ‘underside of the Church roof was patched and scaled with
'spcclal paint by another contractor. He also renewed all exterior woodwork
with cither varnish paint or wood prescrvative.:

 Continuing depredations by wild animals at the garbage holding ‘arca
promntod the Councilmen to build a stockede last spring. Since thch it has
bech much casior to keep the grounds ncar the kitchen clean.

A "Clcanup Day" was organizcd and held in Ilarch 24. 4 crew spannlng
thesrange from Avak's to ACYOA encrgetically spruced up the grounds and
clcgncd storage arcas To the building, etc. Vic rccommcnd that thls bccomo
an gnnual cvent.

% A considerable number of truckloads of fill, donatcd by John Asadourlan,
have becen dumped on or near the iow, wet arca at the southwest cnd of the
»proporty. Once the ground thaws, the carth will be leveled and gradcd
Raymond Kreppel has been nolp:ul with the grounds.

-Improved proccaurcs and forms for inventorying and purchasing supploo
worc developed. Forms on which to bring the custodian®s attention t6 nceded
work were also preparcd, John Scicrian has assisted on supply purchascs.

. Additional instructional information on usc of cquipment has bcon
postcd in the kitchen,

¢ In Junc, our custodlan, Iir. Themalis Smalios was rcleascd. lhercaftcr,
lr. Jeff Barth and his wife Ruth performed this service until it was:
necgssary for them to leave in Hovember. Through the medium' of nCWSpapOr
adsiand personal contacts, three condidates were interviewed, and Iliry, Hike
Gholberg was rcitaincd in November, To uatc, we have been plecascd with his
attitude  and performance. After cxpericncing many frustrations oarllor in
the :yoar, it was most wolcomo to achicve a morc normal custodlal oporatlon
at ycar's cnd.

& Throughout the yea various Counc:ilmen, Parishioncrs, and frlonds have
assistecd with minor repairs and maintenance tasks around the church.:
Typical were the ropLaccmcnt of damaged ceciling tiles in the lobby, repair.
of {no corridor ¢1gnus and ¢xit signs, and thc palnulng 01 & room. Wc
. ratolully aoxnow¢cugu their scrvices,

Y Bstimates have rcoontly becen obtaindéd -for varnishing all 1ntorlor doors
nceding such work. It is anticipated that this will be.done in February
and Larch. .
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Ground watcr has bcen scceping into the underground hcating duct at what
scems to be in inercasing ratc. The sump pump installcd last ycar has becen
cfféctive in rcemoving the water. However, it appcars that the walls and
floér of theo duct must be waterproofed if undesirable and damaging condcn-
sation on cold surfaccs, such as windows and roofs, during thc winter is to
be controlled.

Responsibility for cxterior builiding and grounds maintenance has rested
with llasis Parscghian, interior building and cquipment with Ara Jilajian,
and ‘housckecping and supplies with Edward Fehmian.,

SOCIAL FUNCTIONS: although nominglly in charge of two major cvents in the

' past ycar, thoﬁéarish Council actively cncouraged all
Church Organizations in their activitics.,

The Parish Council initiated a Council Dedication and Rccognition Day,
which was hcld on Fcbruary 25. At the reception after scrvices, photographs
were taken of the Councils from 1964 to 1973 and of the Dioccsan Delcgates
to bring our reccords up to datc.

- The Eighth Anniversary Dinner on April 1, 1973 was thce occasion on
which Fathcr Arnak's 25 ycars of dcdication and scrvicce as a clergyman weore
acknowlcdged in a joint cclcbration inniversary Banquet. On this cventful
occasion, speccial gucsts were invitced by the Parish Council to participate
in the program or bc prcsent as a tribute to Der Hayr. This was also the
weeckend of our Primatc Archbishop Torkom Manooglan 8 visit to our Parish.
The Chairman of the Anniversary Dinncr was Zaven Poosikian, and hc was ably
assistcd by his wifc Elisc.

The innual Bazaar, December 1 and 2, was coordinatcd by the Parish
Council with George and Rosc lickenian hcading thce activity. Their cfforts
were supported by many members oi the Parish and by the Church Organizations.
Close to $12,000. nct was rcalized from the Bazaar.

Coffece And. . . Juring thc coldest winter months, wc had coffce avail-
ablc after church scrvices whilec members of the congregation grcctcd onc
another in the lobby.

St. Thomas participatcd in thc Cathecdral Bazaarilay 19-20, at Kavookjian
Auditorium on the occasion of the 75th Amiversary of the Diocesc, Vic pre-
parcd and donated Armcnian declicacics to the Bazaar and also helped provide
manpower for the booths. lirs. Virginia Parscghian coordinated the St. Thomas
food donations.

OTHER _EVENTS: On Vartanantz Day, wc arranged a bus to transport our parish-
ionors to thce Cathecdral Complex for the scrvices and program.

On Church Unlty Sunuay in January, wc hostcd the Ecumcnical Service
sponsorcd by thc Tcnafly Churches.

St. Thomas was thc sitc of the 1973 liartyrs Day Commcmoration on
April 24, sponsorecd by the Armenian lMartyrs Day Commemorative Commlttcc of
Now Jerscy.

WORSHIP SERVICES: \Vic have continucd the rotating system of formally

* ' scheduling two Counciimen in chargce for cach worship
scryice, but we arc happy to say that additional Councilmen have consisten-
tly been prescent. Ve arc also appreciative of former Councilmen who come
forward to assist when the nced ariscs. Peter liason arranged the schedulce -
and andlecd altar rflower rcqucsts.

The Parish Council along with the Pestor was intcrested in morc partici-
pation by thc congrecgation in the Divine Liturgy and coopcratcd with Fr.
Arnak in promoting this and cncouraged prcviding words and music on certain
Fcast Days. The latest cffort is to obtain copes of THE DIVINE LITURGY
published by our Dioccsc, which includces words and music of our scrvice,
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and place them at the pews., Donors arc underwriting the cost of these books.

LITURGY MUSIC PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN: The Parish Council inaugurated a music
program “"coursc" for children in Scp-
tecmber to help teach them the Divine Liturgy and also to cncourage potential
choir members, Mrs. Arminc Donclian was asked to lcad the program with the
assistance of Mrs, Rosc Mckcnian, Misscs Jecannc Azarik, Roxannc Daghlian,
Carel Hajinlian, and Mrs., Ara Martin, Thc intention of thce committec
working with thc children was to conduct the program for a suitablec period
of time to cnable an cvaluation and rccommcdnations. The program was con-
cted from 10:00-10:30 a.m. Shnday mornings, until January of this ycar.
rdverage attendance before fthe holidays was 30 per scssion., The committee
has ‘'now submitted its rccommenflations for the futurc to the Parish Council.

BOO%STORE: The Bookstore, cstaplished during 1973, has cxpanded its inventory
0 ooks, records, and special%y itcems. The volume of salecs has been grati-
fying becausc it signifies that this material is being widely distributed.
This cffort is under the lcadership of Mrs. Jamic Ohanian.. Assisting have
becn Mrs. Elizabeth Iskenderian, Mrs. Margarct Minassian, and lirs. Elizabeth
Sahagian. :

IIISCELLANEQUS MEMOS: A committcc is being organizecd undcer Trecasurcr Noubar
. Kazarian to mark and inventory our church cquipment.
The Council has been studying the insurance coverage on the church and
parsonage to ascertain the currcnt adcquacy of it in view of rising valucs.
During the ycar, various lecgal quecstions camc beforec the Council.
Parish Councilman Leon Nigohosian, an attorncy, was most hclpful with thesc
matters.
A sign for St. Thomas was pursucd further this ycar. It is hoped to
have a sign crccted in 1974.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE FUTURE: The following arc rccommcndations which we
: fcel should be a guide to the next Parish
Council. !

Continuc to cxpand the Membership and Plecdge Programs.

Hire a part-timc Religious Education Dircctor.

Hirc a part-time sccrctary.

Continuc work toward a "St. Thomas Armcnian Church"™ sign

outside the Church.

. Investigatc, and if feasible, hirc a professional land-
scaping scrvice.

. Encouragc the enrollment of Dioccsan Stewards.

7. Continue to dcveclop and improve operational proccdurcs.

RECOGNITION: Church Organizations - The Parish Council gratefully acknow-

: ledges and thanks the many persons who
have workcd so diligently in our Church Organizations, ST. Thomas dcpcnds
on its various Church groups for support. Wc arc happy to statc that cach
of cur Organizations has madc substantial contributions both in scrvices
and in finances during the period of this rcport. We are grateful to all
the groups. The reports of our Church Organizations are attached.

Individuals - Rather than cxpress our thanks to specific
individuels and run the risk of unintentionally omitting dcserving names,
we wuld like to express our sincerc appreciation to all of thosc who have
given of themsclves in the servicc of our Church. We are grateful, also,
for the financial support of our Parishioncrs and ficnds. Thce personal
sacrificcs we cach makc constitutes the sustaining force Hr our Church.
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CONCLUSION: Through tcamwork and dedication, your Parish Council achicved
many of its goals. We made a special cffort to kecep Parish-
ioners informed of plans, progress, hopes, and achicvements through articles
in the Becacon, letters, notices, and announcements. We belicve that has
a positive effect in the Parish, We did the best we could with the help,
money, and time available., We werc blessed throughout the year to find our
number often doubled to 22 becausc of the gencrous participation of our
;pogscs. Our spirits werc buoycd by the support of Parishioners and our
astor.

We look forward to the future with onfidence and grcat expectation.
However, the task is cnormous and recquircs the active participation of all
Parishioners along with the Parish Council and Father Arnak. Togethexn with
the help of God, we will succecd.

George Mckenian Lecon Nigohosian Rev. Fr. Arnak Kasparian
Chairman Secrectary President

AUDIT.ING COMMITTEE'S REPORT

. The Audit ing Cogmittee has examined the Tpregsurere? Beoks and found
— them in good oxrder.
Vahe Arkell

Armen Asher
Armenag Iskenderian



