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1973 

. It i'"' r-r!'1tif•rinr· to l~c ·')ort tllC'.t C .. urin_: 1973 our St. Tho:Jas . r:--Jcnio..n Church l) tJ _, f....... u \,.,.i .. 

contlnucC .. its ,::ro'.-tth in ;~mny nays. l :cn J.)roc;rc.r.Js ncrc o.c.1L:. ec."'.. to c~~istinc ones 
to better serve both tllc Slliri tuc .. l c.nc"'. socic..l needs of our :1c..riohioners . 
:"J cvcrC'.l c;:;cri::lCnts to enhc:mc c our 1lortici ·Jo..tion in the l.h vine Li tur.:.;y r:erc 
trice" .. c.nC found to offer -n~owisc . ~:~ not ~nl~r ::1ct our finC.J1cio..l oblic;c.tions, 
but founc..,_ our reserves incrcc.scd b~r ycc.r ' s cn.C ... 

. :e o.rc :1lCC'.scC. .. '.-:i th tlns contim .. nnc :1ro c rcss bccC'.use it r.o..s ::1c.C.c -lossiblc 
throu.::.;h the cowbincd efforts of our PC'.rishioncrs, Church 0J.."_::C'..l1.izations, :~ev • 
l~r . Hrna~~ ~~o.s~12.ric:n, C'.nc.-;. the Po..rish Council . 

LJ..rJcc.1iatcly o.ftcr the Po.ri sh ". soc::1bly on ~cbruo..ry t;.., 197 3, the ?o.rish 
C o1...mcil \:o.s or ,::o.ni zcc.l. o.s :follor:s: 

-- ,• . -,, 
!.1l..... .. .....J 

-::-Gcor.::.;c i: :c::cniC'..l1. 
.x-z2.vcn Poosil:ic.n 

Leon !Ti:;oho sie.n 
*~:oubo.r ::2.znrio.n 

O.h-rc..:_; 
C h2.i rr..1o.n 
Vice ChC'.irL12...l1 
S ccrct<:n~y 
'lrc2.surcr 

11. .. ;:.)01 ~ ~0 
:Guilu.in,:: ::'unC. 
: .. en's Club 
~)u.nC .. 2.y . .:i chool 

:!'ro.n~:: "·~vC'.~::ian-3toncson I\.sst. Sec ' y . .". o:..1cn ' o Gui le. 

"· .. nni vcrsc..ry :Jim1cr 

.;:-naco:::> J cbc j iC'.n i:...sst . ':Crco.surcr .".rl:lcnio.n S c~1ool 
~- :c::Jbcrslli) 
Plccl.:.;cs 

:.:dno..rd. :i?cll::~io.n 
.\rc Jilc.jio..n 

* -~ro. : ~c.rtin 
?ctcr : :c;.oon 
: ~ 2.sis Po..rsc.:;hic..l'l 

«- (<ConcluC.cs tcra on Cot.mcil) 

~·~vo..~~ 3ocicty 
Choir (: Chorus 

ACYO \. C: i.CSA 

II ousc~:ec)in,:: C: Ou:1:;lies 
_;0ui ~1::wnt C; .Juilc.hn.:; 
::cw.orio.l lJo.y ?icnic 
.!orshi -J C: S2.cro.rJcnts 
Grounc.:.s 2: :;}uill.inc 

In c.C:.c.:.i tion, the follor:in.::.; c.ssi stcc.:.. the cotmcil by to..::inc on s::_Jocio.l 
TCS)Ol1Sibilitics . 

:\rthul~ Otclly 
Vo.y i:~C'..j c:rian 
Jo..cl: DcnC.io..n 
~~ obort :.vC' .. l~ir'.~1. 

~~ ontC'.ls 
: :c::1ori2.ls 
Po..ll ?icnic 
Youtl1 :Jircctor ( O.)::_JOintcc.,_ l~ OVC!Jbe~, 197 3) 

o. ) .. O:l:JIIIP :::;_;::::..vic.:..;s hC'..vc been conc."'..uc tee.. every :J tmc.,_C'..Y fro ;] 10: 30 2.... :] . to 
_ . noon, r:ith the cclcbrC'..tion of the J.Jiv~nc Litur.::.;y anL1 

c. :JCI'r..lon . Jur1nc the ycc.r, ,_ .. _,c hc..Ll... c.:::; _;,-, .. lest celcbro.n.ts: :.rchblsho-J ~or~;:orJ 
~= c.noq~io..n, on the occ2.sion of otl:!.~ ci~~)nh c.nniveroC'..r~' of the consccrc:-.tion of 
-Ghc crmrch: r:c 2.lso ho..vc ~ ~ cv . " ~ri ~:cnio.yC'n on Oc tobcr 10, \/hen our ·1ripst 
rms vi si tin,: the Ilous ton, 7c::.~C'..s •1o.l~i sh. ::::'l~. ..\ rn2.l: : :o..s-J2.rio..n mlebrc.tcC_ Do.c."'..o.ro.~:: 
2.t the Ilo !~1C in ....::acrson t'.ricc, on- the ~\ rr..!cninn Christ:-.1c.s :J2.y c.nc.1 on ~: o..unc.1y 
~hursclcy of Ilol~r . :co~-:: . Ilc C'.lso visi tccl on other schcdulcl' .. occc.sions for 
s<?ryi·cc::::;. :0t'..rin~; the ycC'.l~ '.-:i th other clcr_:;y of 7cnc.fly, our ?o..stor o..lso 
VlSl ts o.nC. cone. uc to services o.t the ~ ~nry ::::'1shcr i~o:-w for retireD. professionals 
.._n<l t~1c !~ o..nor ~~ursin.::.; IIouc . 

p ) SAC_:;~ ::-....::i:~T"i.L :::;....:; ~1VIC::.::3 . Jurin::; the yco.r, 27 bC'..:Jti S;:Js r!crc ~Jerfor:Jcc.l 
(cooJo.rcc."'.. to 23 l2.st ycc;.r); 22 ~c.rri2.c;e~ nero 

b lo::::;scc.1 ( 16 the -Jrevious ycc.r): 13 ftmcr2.ls tool~ :;l2.cc ( ll l2.st yeo.r. .:e 
sho.ll . cherish the lJCi:10ry of :Oirc.n 0arlcisiC'..l1., \Tho .-.'as a nc:..1bcr of our Po.rish .) 

c) !~..:.:ci:i~I37:L- IJ:IV....::. ~-l.s c:~:-officio :Jrccidcnt of o.ll church orcnnizo..tions, 
::::..cv . "·~rna.~ ~~o.::::;·Jo.rio..n o.tt cnc.1e<l anC.. -JrcsiC..cd over all 

~he :Je ctin.:.;s . He d. ircctec.1 C'..l1ll C'.dvisccl c .. nc.1' in ~lo.ny cases' l1C hcl:')CU in 
E1:1lcncn tin_:: c.1ccis i ono . lie attcnd.ec.l. t:1e Di oc csan 1 sscnbly in . .'ore ester, 
: :2.os. , ~ -: D.y 4- G r:ith our dclc.::;atcs. 
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·c1.) Publications. .:i th the help of Ycrotscin Violet, :lo,r. Arnah: :_Julblishecl 
tho Bor.::.;cn Beason 1:1onthly o.ncl :;_Jut out tho flyers :'for our 

v2.rioua o.ffo.irs. !:ro. Eo.rthe. Scrt'..yclariru~, iira. :~ary Ann So.r2.yuo.riru1., c.J.1.u :.Irs. 
~il::rl.a I:alool h2.vc been 1:10st hcl:;ful in aaaistinc ni th ty11inc;, o.cl<lrcssinc, 
t'.l1cl f.arioua .... other ?f:::'ico norl~ rrh?ncvcr calleu ~111011.. __ Our. heo.rtfclt. t~u:mlm _fa~~ 
tllei1', cllccr:rul o.ss~sto.ncc. Spec~2.l tho.nl::s to .:.1.oae del::en~ru1. for eel~ tu:j.c, to . 
Dodras ancl Iria Papaziru1. for aettinc the type of the Doo.con t'.l1.cl of sm:le s:_1ccicl 
flyers nnu Gi vine; then their profcasional touch, cnc1 to .l!.nthony Aj CIJicin for " 
llia invaluable help in printin.:;. Our l:Io.ilinc liat is o.:J:;?roJ.:iL1t'..tely 9q0 
o.U.drepscs. t 

·.April 1973 rm.s the 25th D..l1.l~i vcrpc.ry of the or<linc..tion to pricstho.ocl for 
our Paator. On :::.:o.rch 25th he viai toc1 and celebrated Do.U.ara~:: 2-t Holy J:esur
.rectipn Church of lTm'l Dri to.in, Conn., r1llerc he \72-S ord2.ineU.. On A:1rii- 1, our 
11ari~h also celebrated the event in conjunction rri th the Zic;hth .Am~i vqrs2.ry 
Clelnrc.tion of the Consecration of the Church. · On tho..t occasion our pariah 

· publi:phccl a bool::, "St. ~horJaa .Arr1cniru1. Church - IIori to..cc, ~-~chi ov·o~:1ents, Goo..ls, 11 

ui th ·.Pn. inacri11tion inside reac1inc: 11Dec.1icatcd to the 25th iu.mi vcr~:mry~: of 
!lev. ·i72.ther Arnnl~ I~aanarim1' s Ordination". ~he bool: nas co::nilcu and ·ac.1i tcc1 
by E2.lcoln F. Topaliru1, the clcoiQ'lG r~crc by ::ichccl .Avcdis, fil1:1 rtorl;: :pro
cess:i;nc by Grocery uncl :licharcl Saro.yclariru1, type co1:1posi tion by :aeu.roa Papo.zian, 
tho ::.J.htron rrao Harry IT. Boloon. Anthony i\.jeminn helpet1 in :J8.1'1Y n2.ys q\.tt alnc.ys 
rmntcu to stay anonyrJotts • 

.. !rho Pnator humbly 2.Cl:nor:lcc1c;ca o..nt1 tluml~s all the c:::11ressiona of ;tove, 
frimi~ahi11 ~1.cl .:;ootl. niches on thia occo.oion • 

. }?ether .:l.:tno.l: 11articil1D..tecl ni th other Dioccaan :;_1riests ru1.c.1 the Prina.te, 
in a ·rctrc2.·i:; on .L\.~ril 2 anc.1 3 2-t Gre;y1:1orc, IT. Y. 

Thia ycc..r acvcral Ar1:1cnicn S01:1inc.ry students visi tccl our church onu cave 
the S1-\nti.o.y ucooac;ca; they rmrc Valerio Goc~:::jio.n 7 IIo..:.;o:p Iloustcoio.n ru1cl !iichucl 
Chcvi·pn. .: 

:~hio yeo.r \'TO ini tiatccl :fer1 e;:::pcri::lcnts, \'ihich recci vec1 the Pri1:1o..tp' o 
\7holcJ~co.rtcd approval; ti.urinc the sW:L":lcr inotec<l of a ocrr.1on 7 j)er Ho.yr: r1oulcl 
::~rcse~t c. rcliciouo topic o.nd have the con.:;rcco.tion <liocuos it. .Also,: co.ch 
i:Junuay, one of the aonca of the .Dru.1ara~::: rms 1:1inco.:;ra:?hcu nnd diatributecl and 
the cpncrcco.tion ha<l a chance to lcc.rn D.l'ld sine it durinG the Daclaral-:. ~ This 
e::per±rJcnt \"Tao continuerl after the au~:ncr scaao11. ni th a r.1oclifiecl forr.J.O.t. 
~very);Sunc1ay, f'rom 10-10: 30, before the SunC.ay School tiue children r!C'fe lcc.rrl. .... ·· 
inc the soncs of naclc.ra!: unclor tho clircction of Ers • .Arwine iloncli~l, nhilc 
2.Jo.rcn~o had a scaoion on rclicion. , 

~ht'.11.1~s to tho ccnorous c":.on2.tiono of ao1:10 of our po.riahioners, r:e ho.ve 
o.. aet:~~o:f 150 nen Do..clarnl::: bool:a r1i th 1:1Usic, trc:molo.tion o.nc.1 trc..noli tora1;ion. 
·~:c o.lqo thc.nl~ Era. Lucy Chn!::r.1cl::ian c .. nc1 her hel2_1ers, rrho r.1al::c cure that :~rrc 
have :tncho 11 every Sunday. .Another no,., service to the concrcco.tion is the 
bookat,'orc. ',!o tho.nl::: ::ra. JerJic Ohnnian r1ho is in charco. ··. 

Our Pastor hc.c been rcdoctccl ns tho President· of the ~enc.fly Cler,fy 
Pello\~{Dhi:?. on r.1C..l1Y OCCt'..Sions Dcr Hayr has lccl vc..riouo ,:rou::_Ja 011. tour :of the 
churcl'l tellinc thew 2-bout the Aruoninn Church ru1d 11COIJ1C in ccncrc.l a.ncl. St. 
Thol:J.ad in 112-rticular. · · 
· .· '1ho PC.otor \7iohes to brin.::.; to your o.ttcntion tho.t c.n c:::onination qf this 
o.ru1.tt .. 1l rc:~ort reve2.ls the obviouo fo.ct that ecch of the brru1dcs of our ;-church 

'orcc..ni,'zo..tion ho.o been very succeaoft.U.. :Uurin.:; the :_1o.at yer:..r, to ao.y the least, 
all ch'!lrch o.cti vi tics hc..vc bcc11 <.. pero. tine 2..11.c.l run in a noot hcrr.1oniouo ~aanner 
rri th a: r.lillifJU-;:1 of friction UGUO.lly lJrcsent 0.0 <:'.. naturo..l ':'Jart of the O~Jcrations 
of a q·hurch. ~hia ha.o been larccly ue to tho ty:1c .of l~aucrohi11 ne ill:tve hcc.l. 
All tli'p l:tCi.:tbcro o.nd officcro of the Pariah Council lmvc contributcc1 to r.m.l::inc; 
thia c.· oucceooful year. 
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; A very special tribute must be paid to the untiring efforts of our . 
Chairman, George hlekenian, who has shovm understanding of the problems tha~ 
confronted us during the past twelve months, and with an exemplary z~al and 
ded:i.cation·has worked for their solutions. Without his faithful and-guiding 
lea'~ership, we would not have had such a successful year. ~t is impossible 
at j:;his time not to recogni~~e and thank also the person beh~nd the m~, Rose 
I:Iekenian, who has rendered great service in many areas, always tryin'g hard 
to fltay behind the cccnc:;. :: 

~ - * -
I:IEE~INGS: During the year the Parish Council met formally 24 times •. · Two of 
these meetings were with the Diocesan Delegates, and another was wit~ the 
Priipate and the Diocesan Religious Education Direc·tor. The Chairmen' of all 
Church Organizations were invited to a meeting to discuss and develop 
:Joordination in scheduling events. · .' 

; St. Thomas has been represented at the Regional New Jersey Pari~h Council 
Meetings called by the Primate. In adcli tion, we have responded ·to a~l 
correspondence and requests from the Diocesan Office. : 

DIOCESAN DELEGATES:·· Appreciation is expressed to our outgoing Diocesan 
',... ·\ · Delegates who have completed their current 4 yc~r term. 

They arc Victor Arzoomanian, Edward Bashian, Vahan Najarian, and Diclc Tur71~ft 
nam~an. All of our Delegates attended and participa~cd in the Diocesan ·~~ 
Assembly in Worcester, I:Iass. Iviay 5-6, along with our Pastor, Father Arnak 
Kasparian, and our Parish Council Chairman, George mclccnian •. Attending the 
oonqurrcnt meetings of Church Organizations were the follovring: Sunday 
Schpol -·Ycretzgin Violet Kasparian; Armenian School - Uiss Sylva dot' Stepan
ian:~ r~irs. Quecnic··.Tashjian; Women's Guild- mrs.·Rosc Uckcnian, Ii!rs.~Artomis 
Hazarian; ACYOA -Anita Kcurajian, Seta Nazarian, Gregory Hourdajiani and 
Doqg;tas Tashjian. Efl!.vmrcl Bashian completed his term as Diocesan Com?-cil 
Trolsurcr th1s year. .. . ~ 

~ . ··~ 

MEMBERSHIP: Since our last Parish Assembly, several new families wore added 
· :~ ·to our rolls while others who cxhibi ted no interest what. soever 

were> dropped. Membership now totals 233 families. VIc thank Father Arnak 
for~his concerted efforts to encourage new families to join our Parish. 
All.::Parishioncrs arc urged to rccrui t new i'amilics personally or to pring 
Fatf}cr Arnak's attention to these potential new members. We rccommoJ:1-d that 
youBg adults over 18 who arc employed become members in their ovm right. 

I ~ 

PLEDGES: The Pledge Program realized a major gain when for the first time 
\ 1 more then twenty thousand dollars was raised through pledg¢s. A 

sigqificant factor toward this improvement was the greater acceptance and 
undcrrst~ding by .Parishioners o:f tho quarterly pledge and 9-onation roport. 
Tho·.~ar~sh Counc~lfccls that th~s program has groat potont1al for growth, 
and ·:.Frank Avalcian-Stoneson is working in this ar.ca. The first quartgr of 
1974 has.been declared as PLEDGE INCREASE QUARTER. Our long-range goal should 
be :qo raise tho bulk of our onerating expenses through pledges. ; 

· mrs. martha S9.raydarian performs an invaluable service by :postin·g 
. ploq'ges and other contributions in conjunction with Hagop Jobej1an, and by 
sonqing out tho quar+,crly rcT)nrts. .: 
BUIL))ING i\NP FINANCR COiljj':iiTTlm: ~his Commi tteg. was organized in 1Q7? for r ·or·. ~.~no pul~poso O.L ra~s1ng Iunus ~o mea,; our 
mortgage paymcnto and if ~oooiblc to reduce tho ~rincipal indebtedness. 
Tho \t;mcl9usChof. the. Commit ... co V":::t::: cur Diocc:::c...~ Do~cgato.g, with Edward; Bashian 
serv1ng as {Urman. Other momborc were a.o ... ollcws: Hupcn Saddler .:.. V1co . 
Chai.rmani Ualcolm To1)alian - 3ocrotary, George ~hahinian - Treasurer; Dr. 
Vinc·eJ.J.t ncccian - Asst~ Treasurer, Stephen Knanian, Peter Daghlianl 'Michael 
Halop~an, 1 Alpert KEouscY~.R~ymond Kreppcl, Apkar Omartian, Kari TashJian, and 
Gco~gc IJ.c con~an - •x O:t"I1C~o. 

- 3-



. . 

)' 

.. 

The Committee met 4 ~~mcs in 1973 and on several other occasio~s 
representatives of the Committee and of the Parish Council met together. 

: Some plausible ideas were forthcoming from the Commi ttcc but it.· was 
cxppricncing some problems in mobilizing to implement the plans. In the 
meantime the Parish Council was reevaluating priori tics for our Par:i:.sh and· 
fct~ it of primary importance to consider expanding our programs to :better 
sctvc the current needs of our Parishioners and the operational req~ircmcnts 
of:.:bur Church rather than pay off the mortgage more quickly at this ,time. 
Thc'i Building Commi ttcc concurred with this and so discontinued acti V:i ty 
forf the time bcine. Tho Parish Counc.:i.l reassumed .rcsponsibili ty for. our 
mo~tgagc payments. J. 

BU!::LDINGS, GROU~'"DS, AND HOUSEKEEPING: 1973 saw consiclcrablc act.ivii{y to 
·-~ maintain e.nd enhance· our building 

ancf grounds. Some of the major work included the following. ;. 
: After consultation with i\'ir. E. Ludd(rrs (the Church's Architect);,; a 

roofine consultant; contractors; and the Architectural Committee, Anuy 
Ouzoonian, Chairman; the Parish Council had a new roof installed ov¢r the 
lobl,Jy and two offices by a contractor. Other roof repairs were also;madc. 
Thd{cxterior stucco·undcrsidc of the Church roof was patched and scaled with 
spcpial paint by ano·lihcr contractor. He also renewed all exterior wpodwork 
wi t}l ci thor varnish paint o:c wood prosurvati vu. · · · · 

''.: Continuing depredations by wild animals at the garbage holding 'f!.rca 
pro~ptcd the Councilmen to build a stockcdc last spring. Since thch:it has 
bee~ much easier to kocp the grounds ncar·thc kitchen clean. : 

·\: A "Cleanup Day" was organized and held ·in I.1arch 24. J.i. crew spanning · 
thc;rangc from 11.-vak's to ACYOA energetically spruced up the grounds and 
cld~cd storage areas fo the building, etc. We recommend that this become 
an.annual event. . 

·~~ A considerable number of truckloads of fill, donated by Jolm As<f;uiourian, 
havb been dumped on or ncar the low, vmt area at tl1c southwest end of the 
property. Once the ground thaws~ the earth will be leveled and grad9d. 
Rayn,1ond Krcppcl has been helpful with the grounds. ·· 

.;: :Improved procedures and forms for ·inventorying and purchasing supples 
wcr.p developed. Forms on which to bring the custodian•s attention ~0 needed 
wor~ were also prepared. John Scicrian has assisted on supply purchases • 

. i, Additional instructional information on usc of equipment has be~n 
posted in the kitchen. · · 

: In June, our custodian, Ur. Thcmalis Smalios was released. Thc,tcaftcr, 
VIr.: Jeff Barth and his wife Ruth performed this service until it was· 
ne~pssary for them to leave in November. Through the medi~~·of newspaper 
ads.,i.and personal contacts, three candidates· were interviewed, and Ur.t Mike 
Ghelberg was retained in November, To date, we have been pleased wi'{ih his 
attftudc·and performance. After experiencing many frustrations earlier in 
tho(ycar, it was most welcome to achieve a more normal custodial operation 
at ~car's end. ~ 

!:. Throughout the yea-, various Gounc::.lmcn, Parishioners, and friends have 
asststcd with minor repairs and maintenance tasks around the church.'. 
Typical ·were the replacement of damage.!'! ceiling tiles in the lobby, repair. 
of thu corriuor lign:iis anu ·exit ·signs, and tho pain·i:iing of a room. We 
,gra~ofully acknowlougu thoi'r services. : 

~ Estim1itcs have· recently been obtained ·f'or varnish~ng all interior doors 
necqina sueh work. It is anticipatcd·~hat ~his will bc.donc in February 
and ~.:t.~arch • 



Ground water has been seeping 1.nto 1ihc underground heating duct at what 
seems to be in increasing rate . The sump pump installed last year has boon 
cffccti vc in removing the vmtcr . Hov1cvor, it appears that the walls and 
flo6~ of tho duct must be waterproofed if undesirable and damaging conden
sation on cold surfaces , such as windows and roofs, during the winter is to 
be controlled . 

Rcsponsibili1iy for exterior buiiding and grom~ds maintenance has rested 
with l.iasis Parscehian, interior builnine; anct equipment with Ara Jilajian, 
e..nd "housckccpine; and snpplios with Enw8rr1 Fohmian. 

SOCI1 L FUnCTIONS : 1.. 1 though nomin -ly in charge of two major events in the 
past year, 1iho arish Council actively encouraged all 

Church Organizations in their acti~itics . 
The Parish Council ini tiatcd ·a Council Dedication and Rocogni tion Day, 

which was held on February 25 . At the reception after services, photographs 
wcro taken of the Councils from 1964 to 1973 and of the Diocesan Delegates 
to bring our records up to date • 

. The Eighth lnnivorsary Dinner on April l, 1973 was the occasion on 
whioh Father Arnak ' s 25 years of dedication and scrvicc ·as a clergyman were 
ackJtowlcdged in a joint celebration Anniversary Banquet. On this eventful 
occasion, special guests wore invi1ied by the Parish Council to participa1io 
in ~he program or be present as a tribute to Dor Hayr. This was also the 
wcc~cnd of our Primate Archbishop Torkom Manoogian's visit · to our Parish. 
Tho Chairman of tho Anniversary Dinner was Zavcn Poosikian, and he was ably 
assisted by his wife Elise 

The i~nnual Bazaar, D0 combcr 1 and 2, was coordinated by the Par~sh 
CoU4cil v1i th George and Rose Mckonian heading the activity. Their efforts 
wcrq supported by many members of 1iho P~rish and by the Church Organizations. 
Close to $12,000 . net was roaiizcd from the Bazaar . 

Coffee And ... ]urine the coldest winter months, we had coffee avail
able after church services while members of the congregation greeted one 
another in the lobby . 

, St. Thomas participated in the Cathedral BazaarMay 19-20, at Kavookjian 
Audi-torium on the occasion of the 75th Arnivcrsary of the Diocese. Ho pNl
parc<l and donatad i~rmcnian delicacies to the Bazaar and also helped provide 
manpower for -cho booths . Ivirs . Virginia Parscghian coordinated the st. Thomas 
food. donations . 
OTHER EVENTS: On Vartanantz Day , we arranged a bus to ~ansport our parish
ioners to the Cathedral Complex for tho services and program . 

. On Church Unity Sunday in January, we hosted the Ecumenical Service 
spopsorcd by tho Tenafly Churches. 

St~ Thomas was the si tc of the 1973 I,Iartyrs Day Commemoration on 
April 24, sponsored by the Armenian rTartyrs Day Commemorative Committee of 
New Jersey . 

WORSHIP SERVICES : Vic have continued tho rotating system of formally 
·• scheduling two Councilmen in charge for each worship 

scryicc, but we arc happy to say that addi-cional Councilmen have consisten
tly been present . We arc also apprr;ciativc of former Cotmcilmcn who come 
forward to assist when tho need arises . Peter I:Iason arranged the sc!lcdulc · · 
and andlcd altar flower rcqucs1is. 

The Parish Counci.L aiong ~vi th the l'EECor was interested in more partici
pation by the congregation in the D1vinc Liturgy and cooperated with Fr. 
Arnak in promoting this and encouraged prcviding words and music on certain 
Feast Days . The latest effort is to obtain COPDS of THE DIVINE LITURGY 
published by our Diocese, which includes words and music of our service, 
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.. 
and place them at the pews . Donors are underwriting the cost of those books. 
LITPRGY MUSIC PROGRMH FOR CHILDREN: The Parish Council inaugurated ~ music 

program "course" for children in Sop
temper to help teach them the Divine Liturgy and also to encourage potential 
cho~r members, Mrs. Armine Donelian was asked to lead tho program with the 
ass'tstance of Mrs. Rose Mckonian, Misses Jeanne Azarik, Roxanne Daghlian, 
Carel Hajinlian, and Mrs . Ara Martin. The intention of the committee 
working with the children was to conduct tho program for a suitable period 
of time to enable an evaluation and rccommcdnations. The program was con

·~cti3d from 10:00-10:30 a.m. Sfmday mornings, until January of this year. 
~~average attendance before ~he holidays was 30 per session, The committee 
has ·now submitted its recomme*ations for the future to the Parish Council. 
BOOKSTORE: The Bookstore, est lished during 1973, has expanded its 1nvontory 
of books, records, and spec ial y items. The volume of sales has been grati
fying because it signifies that this material is being widely distributed. 
Thi~ effort is under the leadership of Mrs. Jamie Ohanian • . Assisting have 
been Mrs. Elizabeth Iskendcrian, Mrs . Margaret Minassian, and Mrs . Elizabeth 
S ahf3.gi an • 
MISCELLANEOUS MEMOS: A committee is being organized under Treasurer Noubar 

. Kazari an to mark and inventory our church equipment . 
· The Council has been s t udying the insurance coverage on the church and 

paraonage to ascertain the current adequacy of it in view of rising values. 
During the year, various legal questions came before t he Council. 

Parjsh Councilman Leon Nigohosian, an attorney, was most helpful with these 
matters. 

A sign for St. Thomas was pursued further this year. It is hop9d to 
have a sign erected in 1974. 

RECOMrliENDATIONS FOR THE FUTURE: The following arc recommendations wfl.ich we 
feel should be a guide to the next farish 
Council . 

1. Continue to expand the Membership and Pledge Progr~s. 
2. Hire a part-time Religious Education Director. ' 
3. Hire a part-time secretary. 
4. Continue work toward a "St. Thomas Armenian Church" sign 

outside the Church. 
5. Investigate, and if feasible, hire a professional land

scaping service. 
6. Encourage the enrollment of Diocesan Stewards. 
7. Continue to develop and improve operational procedures. 

RECOGNITION: Church Organizations - The Parish Council gratefully acknow-
ledges and thanks the many persons who 

have worked so diligently in our Church Organizations. ST. Thomas depends 
on its various Church groups for support. we arc happy to state that each 
of our Organizations has made substantial contributions both in services 
and in finances during the period of this report. We arc grateful to all 
the groups. The reports of our Church Organizations arc attached. 

Individuals - Rather than express our thanks to specific 
individuals and run the risk of unintentionally omitting deserving names, 
wcwuld like to express our sincere appreciation to all of those who have 
given of themselves in tho service of our Church. We arc grateful , also, 
for the financial support of our Parishioners and friends. Tho personal 
sacr.ificcs we each make constitutes the sustaining forccmr our Church. 
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CONCLUS I ON: Through teamwork and dedication, your Parish Council achieved 
many of its goals. We made a special effort to keep Parish

ioners informed of plans, progress, hopes, and achievement s through articles 
in tho Beacon, letters, no t ices, and announcements . Wo believe that has 
a positive effect in tho Parish. We did tho best we coul with tho help, 
money, and time available . We were blessed throughout tho year to find our 
number often doubled to 22 because of tho generous partic i pation of our 
spouses. Our spirits were buoyed by the support of Parishioners and our 
Pastor. 

We look forward to the futuro withmnfidenc e and great expectation . 
However, the task is enormous and requires the activo part icipation of all 
Parishioners along with tho Pari s h Council and Father Arnak . Together, with 
tho help of God, we will succe ed . 

George Mckonian 
Chairman 

Loon Nigohosian 
Secret ary 

AUDIT'"-ING COMMITTEE'S REPORT 

Rev . Fr . Arnak Ka sparian 
President 

-~ ~ Aud1t ;'.Lng Camm~ea ha.S ~ tha T:e&&~· ~ and £ ouod 
,.,---- them in go.od ~er. 

Vahe Arkell 
Armen Asher 
Armena8 :tskenderian 
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