
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 
ST. THOMAS ARMENIAN CHURCH, TENAFLY, N~_·J. 

FEBRUARY 4, ·1979 

The Annu~l Parish Assembl~ of the St. Thomas Armenian Church was held 
on. Suoday, Febr~ary 4, 1979. Chairman Geo~ge Mekenian. cal led the meet
ing to order at 1:.17 p.~~ Rev. Arnak Kasp~riari, President, opened the · · 
meeting· with a prayer. Chai~man Mekenian· introduced the 6ther officers 
of th~ Assembly, namely Jos"eph Kalemk~riari, Co-Chairman and Alin Pa.pa-· 
iian,_ Se~retary. He also thanked. the ·Women's Guild, ~nder ~he.dire6t~ 
ion of.Amy Jamgochian, for prepari"ng and serving lunch prior.to the:· 
meeting. The.Chair~~n t~en welcom~d the pari~honers to the Assembly 
and commen~ed th~~ ~or p~rticipating in this i~portan{ meeting where · 
th~ ~x~ressipn of thejr ideas a~d suggestions would help the parish to 

·function efficiently and harmo·n·iously. · . 
.. 

Zaven Poosikian, Chairman of the N~min~ting Committ~e, comprised of· 
Arman Ajamian, Harry Chakmakian, .Ara M~rtin, Peter Mason, Rose.Mekenian 
and himself verified the e"ligibi lity cif the voters bas~d on a li~t 
."sup.p:l ied by the Parish Counci I. Mr~ Poosikian then submitted the sl~te. 
of c~ndidates and moved to have them accepted by the~ Assembly. The 
motion was seconded ·and passed. Mr. Mekenian then asked ff .the~e w~re 
further nominati6~s from th~·floor·. Since there were none he moved to 
accept the slate of candidates as complete~ Motion was seconded and 

· passed. 

Caspar Kasparian moved that. the _ba I I ot i ng be .c I osed at I: 30 p·.m. Mo
t·ion was seconded and passed. (A headcount at this point indi~ated 76 
~embers p~esent~) Mr. Kasparian th~n made the following recommendation:· 
sin6e the n~minations from the f·loor are closed just bef6re the ballot
ing is ended, we s.hould"devise a mechanism which wouldenable the I?ulk 
of the voters to cast th~ir b~l lots after the nominations ar~ ·closed. 
Edwa.rd. Papazian and· Leon N.igoho~i~n suggested the procedure b~ left as 
it is sine~ many.·of the voters d~ not come to.~he.Assembl~ •. 

On the recommendation. o~ the Ch~i~man the fo~mal reading of the. minutes 
of the · 1978 Assemb I y were W.a i ved an·d on I y the excerpts ~f the minutes 
were read by A)in Papazian •. Michel lzmirly.moved to accept the minu~es 

.as re~d. Motion.was seconded and passed. · . · 

Father Arnak.Kasparian then gave his report. He thanked the P~rjsh 
Counci I and alI -~ther organizations for their work a~d ·r~a~ his report 
a~ published and distributed in the 1978 Annual Report. The Chairman. 
expressed the· gratitude of the" e.nt ire parish to Father Arnak, Yeretzg in 
Violet and ~heir family for all thei~ efforts on. behalf of St. Thomas •. 
He al~o.expressed c6ndo.lences·t~·Yeret~gi~ Violet and. her .family on the 
re~ent death of her father~ · 

V"ictor Arzoomanian, Pari~h ·Cou~cj I Cha.irman, was cal led upon next to give 
-~is. report.· Mr.:Arzoomanian thanked everyone for ~he accomplishments ·of. 
t~e p~st year •. He a[so th~hked. Mrs. Lucille Chakmakian o~ behalf of ihe 
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parish for making the "mahs" for the past 17 years and presented her 
with a gif.t of appreciation. Presenting his report Mr. Arzoomanian. 
introduced each Parish Counc i I member and out I i ned their respons i b.i I it i es. 
He also discuss~d the various church organizations and their functions, 
and recognized alI individuals for their·cont~ibutions fo St. Thomas. He 
.add~d that Ronald Kenderi~~~~d Do~othy S~ahihian were. making plans to 
reactiv~te the ACYOA Senio~s. H~ al.so comme~d~d Louise Kalemkerian for 
her e'xce I I ent. performa nee aS. our. Su~day Scho~ I Superintendent. and thanked 

· the vo I unteer: Sund~y Schoo I Staff. · His compl e.te · reports and r~comm·end- . 
~tions for the next year are pubii~hed .iri the dist~ibuted 1978 A~nual 
Report. A correction to page 7 of the repo~t w~s-made by Albe~t Victoria. 
U~der."Arsonist starts fire at St. Tho~as" it should'read: "the damage. 
was in e~cess of $6,000.". · 

Michel lzmirly, Chairma~ of th~ Atiditing Committee, suggested th~t· since 
his report is published in the Annual Rep~rt ·and all the books hav~ been 
found in or~er a formal reading ·should be .dispensed with. Ant~ani~ · 
Ouzoonian moved t~ accept the financial repprt as pub'lished. Motio~ was 
seconded and passed~ · 

Vahan Bar~amia~, ·Treasurer, offered to answer any questions on the Treas
urer's Statement as p~b·lished in the Annual Report. A ~uestiori and ans
wer period f61 lowed with some ~f-the highlights given be.low~ Albert 
V-i~toria recomme~ded that iin~e th~re was a cash· flow of about $10,000 
from various organiz~tions at the·same time the combin~d sum should be. 
put into a time deposit account paying higher interest rates·. The 
Chairman suggested· that the question-should be addressed to the Parish 
Council. ·John M.:ilool ·raised t·he que~tiori of any money being set aside 
towar~ theological education in a~~ordance with a 1977.Dioc~san Ass~mbly 
~ropos~l cal lin~_for 1% of the budget bf a· parish b~ ~IJo~ated for theo
l~gical studie~. The Chairman directed that the.questi6n.hhould be . 
researched by the appropriate respcin~ible officials of the parish as 
to· the status of that Diocesan proposa I •. (see Appendix l.) Edwar.d · 
·Bci~~ian.questi6ned the large differ~nces in the ~ctual and projected 
Dioces~n Dues and rec6mmended that the budget fi~ure be l6wered. The 
Chairman, speaking from his experienc~ as a Diocesan Counci I member,· 
gave an-~xplaination of the mechani~m of th~ Diocesan.~ssessments •. 

. lhe.Asse~b(y ·retained the asse~~ment figure, as p~esented 1n the proposed 
budget. . . .. · 

Organ i zat i ona I reports we.re not read by each group's represent.at i ve. 
Instead, the Chairman recognized each organization and ifs offid~rs .and 
~sked that any qu~stion~ ~nd commen~s be brought up when th~ particular 
g~oup was mentioned; 

Edward Daghlian, Director of the Church Choir, asked to have the names 
of the Executive Board added to the report of the Church Choir. They 
are: Susan Shamamian, Chairman; Armen Basmajian, Vice-Chairma~; Arthur 
Aza~i~, Treasurer; Her~ine Kalfaian, Alyce Parseghian, Secre~~ries; Rose. 
Mekentan, Edward Daghl1an, Adv1sors. 
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Loui~e .. Kal~mke.rian, Director of Rel-i.gious"Education,· announced a series 
of s i"x L.enten Evening worship and. study programs beg i nn.i ng. ori. February Zl. 
She al~o added th~ following ~o he~ report for the S~nday School: the 
Pare·nts' Com.mittee, which· takes care of socia !_functions, consists .of· 
~race. Hagopian,· Jeannette Ekizian, Rose Garjian and Ros~mary Soovajian. 
(A he~dcount at this ~~int i~dicated 52 memb~~s ·present~) 

The Chairman next. ca·lled upon Caspar Kaspar. ian tcm answer qu~st ions about 
-th~ Dioce~an Assembly •. Mr •. Kaspa~ian made the fol ~~~ing additional· 
ammendme.nt to the .report:· ·a long standing proposal. by. him to start. the 

· m·a~h i nery to' seperate the· admi ~ i str·at ion of the Cathedra I Comp I e·x from· 
·the--rest of. the Diocese· was accepted. A committee wi II. be appointe~ to. 
-study -and m·ake a .~ecommendation on this issue to the ·1979 Assembly. 
Edw~rd Pa~azi~n asked that the parishioners be informed of·the proceed
in~s ~t Diocesari Assembli~s. The Chairma~ indicaied that this was 
already being done. A Special Assembly was· convened in ·June 1977 for 
the d~legates to report on the business conducted at·the Diocesan Ass
emb[y. A report of the 1978 Diotesan Ass~robly was publi~hed i~ the ·· 
Bea~on. · Le~ri .Nigohosian su~ges~ed thaf mi.nu~es of the Dioc~san·Ass~mb·ly 
be placed in the Lending Librar~ available to ~ny parishione~; Accord
ing· to fhe thair~an these minutes ~~e published both in English and 
Armenian and distribu·ted to.each_parish •. 

Edward Bashian, Ch~irma~ of th~ Building Committee, was asked t6.answer 
questjons ·an the ·proposed building expansion which may not ·have been . 
discussed at the Sp~cial Parish Assembly convened on Decemb~r 10, 1978.: 
Mr. Ba~hiail reiteriated that the Building ~ommittee wil I only decide to· 

·build if It· is financially feasibl~. Th~y ha~e ~aised'$'105,000 ·in add
. ition to the $100~000 donated by Mr. and Mrs. Nazarian. Peter Jamgoch
i~n was asked by the' Chairman to read th~ proposal pas~ed at th~ Spec-ial 
Assembly oh Dece~ber 10, 1978 at· which he .was. Secr~tary.·.(See Appendix IIJ 
In response to a question.Antranig Ouzo~nian indicated that the' final. 

·Special Assembly may take p.lace. inJun~ 1979 with construction startirig 
1n.August or Septembe~. Tish Basmajian as~~rted that the Special Ass
embly did not give approva I to build a new building~. It only approved 

··a· study to fi.nd out the cost of the new building.· Jobn Malool a·sked 
for an acco~nting of monies.ap~ropriated to the Building Committe~, 

·whereupon the Chairman sug.gested that the Building· Committee inc.lud~ a 
financial state~ent i~ the Annual Repo~t. Joseph Kalemkerian ~sked the 
Committee to have the Special Assembly before June, before vacations 

.,etc. started, so .that a majority of the member.ship could .attend. 
Mr .• Ouzooniari "said they could try for a·May meeting •. Mr. Bashian ~tated 
that··the c·ommittee would not take on the project if it would mean a·. 
tota I. mor'tgage in. excess of $275,000. Louise· Ka I einker ian wondered where 
t~e $10,000 approved for the building ~tudy was coming from, since it 

.did _not .appear in the ~udget. Aetordihg·to· fhe Chairman that· money was . 
appropriated f~om Bu i .1 ding Comn1 i~t~e· ·funds·;' not from the· parish accounts. 

~Frank Stone~on question~d:the.di~position of~ $~,600 a~ony~~us donation 
tci build a -~o~m f6~~the ACYOA. Father Arnak indi~ated that this mo~ey 

... . : ' 
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