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' Whenever a Paster contemplates 'a ntatia of . the Parish nessmqe, he ic ·ewr M1are 
of the -piophetic pMsnqe "my thou9htc ~re not always your thoughts ·caith the 
'Lord"" ' - -

' . . . . . ' 

\thnt crite:da. do tie use to judg~ a· ~uccsssful yeor, e suecessful· Parish? can 
-~ claim succese when .the billll'are pnid, the budget supported,- dinner menus 
deliciously prepared, bc.::aar profits doubled ,;,. with one Wc>rd the phyaical ~o­
pect 'is proven to be healthy - but is thio a reaoonable criteria· to pane . 

· judgel:lent on and say: ''t~e U'O greo.t., ·We· haw _acco.-npliehed the' task.- 11 

' .Thie my cati~fy our egos,\ .. our mind!!" but cannot oaticfy the every;;.thb:sty -
., .. soul o·f a con!!!oienoious Chrietitm.. ·one qrea:t .question remain!'3 to be enmrered 
- and that is; "have ·we· been faithful to the call of. God?. I cmmot pas!l jud9maent 

on your behalf but I can admit. frcm my_ obaerve.nce that we have failed in ·nome 
· e.epects. - . , 

't7e need to learn.- the re:al, pil%pose··o'f the church~ We nMd ~re kneeli~q Md 
. praying peopler · we need more Volunteers. to beco:aa acsociaud with the -life of 
~h'e church, mre P/6ople .in the clloir, mora children ln ~e Stmday School, ttw:)re ~ 
boys· and qirla in the .ACYOAJ. IIY.)%'9 '10::oon in the Guild;. · t7e need dedicated people . 
of 'v~sion to rmnind us that we sre one 1S'orlcl and -one -people - to_ remind ug of 
our'·ohllqntiona of invactinC] our tims, talentD: and trae.sures. , . ~- .·, -~, · 

. . .', •, . ~ ... -··. - - .,. 
-' ·. i ' 

l\5 a· foily of work and'Woicbip, m! need to be mil1re ·that pmm_.vithout peopic '. 
i~ eadneas to God enii the Pastor, the clagoroom without chiidren ie e eben . 
of diilre!ipeCt to our·r..Mtyred forefatherD -. j~t the. fentasy of havinq· a 

. beautiful church only breeds vanity. · · 

· Alwayo snd forover "re need to be fl'!lTBrC of the 'pm:po~e for-which thiD Parish 
. \rm estnbliohed 51 . }~ears. ago. ·. We. exist ·to· "orahip God,. to be a ·friend ·to each 
. ether, to be virtuoua i.mdchuit~le, to be faithful to our nationnl heritage ' 

and to ,be one under God Md to eave our aoulo. Toms this is the· strongest 
criteria of success, proq.ress and ~chie~~ent. 
' . . ._-·. '. . . - . . . 

· Wo have eome a lonq·_vay physically. ttow ·.much ground we have covered opirit-
unliy - that io the big question. .. · 

· We are living in· difficult t.iineo ·and. strangecaircumstancea. t1e most. be eware , 
ot these ·nnd. resolve tO mast the ohallenqeo ahead rith detemi.nationt con-
fidence and faith. ' 



-2-

• I . ~ 0 
' ' 1 · - , 

'l'he new challenqes are more spiritual and emotional. I em referrinq to our . 
resolve to rise to the occasion and relate to 300 ArtDenien femilles in our area 
who must be made part of the 'on-qoinq life and leadenhip of this Church. 

' 
I mn referrinq to more than 150 CMldren and youth Who must be qiven identity ' 
and direction to find their roots and be proud of it. 

A8 · 9o0a··a9 the: old days· ·and! methodS· inay' h.ave been~· We. do ·need ne,: Vision, new· 
programs' end 'reilmd ·faith' to inake' ·tlie 'Gosj;)ei,. the 'ChtirCh,. a· reilitY- and tO 
fiiid new excitement in Uving and beinq a wonderful HYE. 

A.B ··a. family' of wrk. aria wonhip·, We. :need· 1:0' lle· ·aware· of: these facbf·anif' 111· · • 
perieverance· explore' some areas and irlitiate' some' progressive 'action.'. t~e· '' 
shoUld 'eonsidera' .. •. . ...... ; .. ' ' .. '. . . •·, ...... •I '. 1 . ') 

"':f·r·' :,, ~ '•!'"• t ~'• ''• '•:, .···:: · •. ·, ; • • ; '" 1 i· ,,. ~·~ • ' ' . :•, ~ i-~.:, ·! t• • 

:., '(1)'·: A forceful· iiovement'tO spread "'l'he.Word" and;Wske our'c:iC:nmnUnity 
conscious of reqular ·church attendance, as well as . church-related 

l :.;~'' • '''fmct:.iOns.~-"! ,·:.··~·.·,I z :•: ;!,'••. • ,,· l·~ '\' '· • J,~ ,·, • .1' • I'"'''' r• !.,.:' 

. •. r·· - .• ; ~ ·'" . ' ~ . { • ~' ~- . ~ ·• . r" ~ • .. , • l ·' ·; ,:. ' r ~ ' •, 

..... (2)' . A. renewAl of coiXinitd!l~tS' C::oncerlung ·c,m:· 'first prioritY ..... that 'of I .. -

' .. f'l • • educating' our cbildri!n ii\ 'the" faith and ·heritaqe of. oilr' forefathers,. 
--·. '·'. · · ·subscribing to the ideals end qoals of the Sunday School. 

'(;i) · A9 parentS· \.te mt!St- ao bur ufmc)st to~ acX.ruai'nt arid ·enccn2iage· Obr' · · . · 
'·:· .. "~ ··. o:ffspi:1Ji9s. to paitJ.cipat$'ln youth .AOtlVitieSJ1 inSpire' an4 instail ',. 
• •. <. ; •' 1n•them"senae: of~belonqillq~" •O'n'ce· youth lS'·lost it can rarely be• • I 
'_ ........... recovered,: and ·to ·JDOum· th'e 'loss of' orir C:hiiaren once ·u;· J.S· to0. · · 
- . " • .. 

1 
·• ; ,-,late iS' useless~ ;· ·' r 1 1 ' • 1 " I • r" . ' ,. : • ' ' I 4 ' ! .1 ' . ' . ' ' 

·,!I.~·: 0 1:···: ·~ 1• •' 1 '·' :.·;-: ,,·• ·--~--~ ·' ·\1 j' ~ 11 , ··I,. ,.,1'-' ~ 

(4) . It. is obvious that mixed marriaqes have broken all previous records 
. -.. tc)e' alarininq deqree.·. ·with' aile resPect '1:0 all our '"odU' !tarsu9s 
···:·:·and· Pa8'sah's, this has· to h~ ·a publlc relations isstte to. izlCloetri..;; 
.- : ·: ·. ··. i:ia~&,' 9uiae·. and 'educat8' our youth thilt the best 'way . iS~thfi Armenian 

.r . • - -~·' • ·-·way.t~ ··. ~ _;--·r.·_:·~ ;._ ... ,. •·· ~-~· •··• 

'. ·(s) ; we. ~u9ht to ·reviw the t:rUtb'· that a 'fmly who. prays: and· wbrks tb-. · 
· .. '. ge_the·r. b; the Church is a he8J.thy ··and happy family. 'We strongly' '· 
, ''impress' Upon you' to tirite aCtive pa.rt· hi all·orqanization"s, SUpPort' 

. . . :. : 't!lelr Affairr:l"and their. endeavors' for· the 'gOod of ail concerned.· .. 
' ·~ ' ' 1 ' ., • .., { ' ,: • I ~ .~·. '•: ~ 

1
' ·r· (' .: ;. { ' • ~ 1 • • ! ~ 

.(6) . This maCJnific«mt ·Church end property cannot be considered ours,, ' . 

. · ... yeti -~~e ·bMli oWris it .. _: Speciat 'effort· and plans must be" formu~· .. 
I . '. ·• lated' to'·rm.'se .funds··an'd•at least partially pay the remaininq 

.. $222,o()o maitta~. . . 
~~- -- , ·: ... l . . , ... • i.;H +· J. t~.i:t t~· ~ . , . . I • •• -~ ~ , • • ... • j ~. • • • • • I. r : •• ;._ r ·'"·· -.. , , 

'(7) . 'R8'viwlitq1 tiie;'~ildition til witten 'all our Chttrches' are1 str\i<jgllricj 
. for silrVival, X have cOme to the conclusion that we should 

seriously think· about est8bllshing if not our own, at least a 
Diocesan En:doWment fund earmarking. our Church. as the beneficiary 
for future· support and ,Sustenance of our Church. 
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'"-'' E. l'tmLieATIONS AND CIRCULMS/ The''Voico~ ... - .. offie<i& ·bUiie~il;· ~f our pariah has been· 

published and Jnailed by monthly .to. our parishioners. and community at larqe, as well 
as throughout the cOuntry, . tC> ~~(reduced mailinq iist' 'of 750 addresses, consisting . 
of 32 pages in each issue. The entire responsibilitY of editing, art work, typing, 

; . 

printing, and mailing, is handled .by the Pastor and his family. · 

. The :.·~voice" ;has . brought; u9 ·acclaim and introduced our parish throughout. the entire 
·Diocese, ·~e·a -li~ly,, .p~res.f!ive,. and well-orqanized~~m:nunity •. Unsolicited eontri-· 

· · buttons,: ~stly frC?m. out-of-i:owners . has,_ made· our. bulletin· self-supporting, and. even 
a profit-:,-~ing._enter}jrise. r . , . .. .. .. .. , .: . · :,,.. . . . . . . . . · 

' • ' • ' 1 ·~ • • • • • f • • 1 

In,addition, ~o ,the)'Voice'.'.special,pamphlets, .with _artie-tic' rendering, have been _regu­
larly:·prepared-·and,.l!lalledi ··advertisinq end- announcinq .the( various funotiontJ, ,as well 

. as ~in _lieu of =flowers",lists ,_ Christmas and Easter; ~ughakin" donations .numbering 39, 
have_:been: 4~ited,_ ,printed,· addres-sed ·.and, ll'.a.iledl -a~in: by the.-sanie·:team. · -~ 

: " ... I "' ••• t • :·. • ~ ; .... .; . • i •• ~.. < • ~ ' •. ; ~. ! ! I ~ :· •• I • • :· ~ 1 • : ' ~ • 

At· our personal expense we have mailed hundreds of Christmas, Wedding, Get-well, 
SlmtPathY, · Dirthd~,. and; other: mis_eellaneous '.cards :during· this year, .on. appropriate 

· dates ,.-and·ocoasions. ~ . · .. · .: ',: . : . . . . . · . · . . ,_ . · , . ·. · · 
! • 

j •J • 

-rhe uPdatinq: and ; eorreetJ.nq ."Of. e.ddress&S • On :Our mailing' list bas been another 
time_-co~uming :Project,: but ~ieh' ·~as ,;tnsured .us· a neJtt: .•to. perfect mailing list. 

F •.. ORGA~AiioNS .·ou~·:~h~ affill~t~d ·~~~zatio~· funeti~ned,-diliqently~ /We are 
especially' happy with the strengthening of :the. Jr.· ·AN'YoA. and we ·Ur9e our' parents to 
enc:oUra.qe_.;and·direot ·their, ehildr~n, _,13..:;1,7 years:of.a~e• to join ·and become,members. 

' :-· . - . -
-: ·. ~ ·: . , .. ~:~. ·,~ 1.- • ·:.:~, _!: : ; .·· - ! ' '!' ,.·. • ' ~- . .' .,', : • .• · f :' ,· :: .'' .: ! I .. i; , ' • ,' .' 

1 

·, ·~·. 1 
•, •' ·:. i. · · ·, :_. , 

Witb-this,_accounting, :new ehallenqes and:responsibilites faee.:us .. for·. the on-coming year. 
'We :ask ever:Yone •tO .rally' around :·the: ehurc:h, . join hands;- to ·become I effect! ve stewards for 
the e.dvaneement.of:.our·ehurch,and_~of;our_:people.•· _. ·. , · ::.: : : .... · '. · 
.·. ·.~ .. ~:.1···~ .''···f,···:·:.. .. ·~· •. ·.'···:· .. 1 .. ~····~··;)' '·.·~ .. ·:·r:: .. ·:·· •. , ....... ~;::·.~.'··-··,·; . 

'l'hia:·.report-woulc! -.not be_ complete unless a sincere ·a·<kno-wledgement is made .for ·the find, 
dedicatt!d,. ·and -able work.;aecomplished =by.o_ur_. outqoing Parish ~Council Chaim.a.n,· Dr~- ·-Berdj 
Harabedian •. · I.·am personally: indebtetl .to:him for .hie ·continuous support•and-knowledgeable 

'\leadership .over the -past .years of ,service'.-to' our ·church~~.· He-he- been a-sort"of right 
. hand to.: :t~te; in the many facets of. church werk. His mennerism has broug-ht .peace, eO­

·.'··:ordination aniS,solidarity to the Parish ·Council, 'whOse :COOPeration, respect .and high 
-esteem towar-d :my bUJr.ble person .z~bave.-enjoyed .. during- ·my-tenure. ·,. ·· .··. · .. 

• , •.) • •.• ,' ·~t •. ·' ,·. •J'·\ .... ~·:'·:··1.- -:, ·~~ ··.=:::·:·~:· ~~:)~·::_~·::· .... ·: .;.;~ .···. '. i: .. , . 

Now, I come ·to ·the -difficult.portion ·of this, report.o ,, 'l'en years,bave ;gone by since that 
first Sunday. (October . 9, . 1972) . I. celebrated, Badarak. at the narnum, Avenue;· Church. 

At this· jun~on; we ·feel·~~ tni~~ion. has, been. a~mp~~hed a~d it is ti~ ·.to· rnove on. 
Dua to: a variety; ·of ·reasons ·and-~ cb:cumstrniees·, ·we: have :decid~ :to ~accept · the -·repeated 
· invti tations of the Primate ·,and ··Diocesan; Co\meil' · o'f the t~estern Diocese, to· assume' ·· · 
the Pastorate 'of .St:. cJohn Armenian ·.Olureh.:of· San 'Diego;. The date for this move will be 
in· the earl~ .. -.P~rt. :,.,~f ... :~y 1 ·1993. > ·. ~· :,- 1 ••• ~ >~.: ... :.~ ._"·: · ~ .-: . • -' ... : . ~ · . ~· 

. . .· .. .. : .. ~ .~· ... : .. -..~ .. ~:·:~~·.;;., , ~-.... • • . '<r~ .· ;' ~ .. ).~, .. . : ; : ~.\: ,· ; '·\_... • .,-.. 
I will'·be"foll()Wing your ·aets-and)3eods,··-~ieh- .. I:eun·•.confid~nt-will be ,fortified with a 
positive _littit.ude. and-behavioJ! .. ·' Remain:~~~ ~i*··:Y~.ur ded~cation anlt' ctevot~cn .in ,the . 
·service . of our beloved •,c,urch~·· . LOok-, fo:r:ward ·to -the ·year· ebead with; the :anticipation that 
God bas IJWn. greater :blessings· in f:ltore .for· YoU .in 1984. , .Let. tis all be realistic and 

. optimistic' arid continue to.:worsbip;· .·..s'ex-Ve', ''low; .'and sacrifice·-' faithfUlly. and re~arly. 
• • • • • • • • - • • • ' • • •• • • • • ••. ; l • • • 1 ' • • ~ • • • • • ·r , • · · . · . ·· • ~ .. · (. · ; ' 

,:=~~~s~~;,;: ~.,:~,::"b~;·~:: 'ft>£'7E..~:;"·- ~annot 
Rev. tevon Arakelian 

... ,.\ '·· 
··~:-:. 


