MINUTES OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF THE HOLY ASCENSION .
PARISH ASSEMBLY HELD 'ON JANUARY 26, 1986
The Annual Parish. Assembly of the Armenlan Church of the Holy
\Ascens1on commenced at 1 05" P Sunday, January 26, 1986
Invocatlon was glven by Der Untzag Nalbandlan.

Verlflcatlon of dues paylng members was: made by Dr. BerdJ
jHarabedlan. ‘There were 50 eligible’ voting members present. .
© -At this time, Dr. Harabedlan reported the Membership Commlttee,
was reorganlzed during. 1985 and Steve Goomrlglan and Sonia Trapasso
‘had been added to the Committee. The Committee worked very hard
during the: year and was successful in adding.31 new dues paylng o
members. ~Total- pald membershlp 1n the parlsh at thlS time is . 121

) Ralph Trapasso was elected Assembly Chalrman and Dlana
Goomrlglan was - relected Assembly Secretary. : R

‘Minutes of the 1985 Parlsh Assembly were read by the secretary E
vand unanlmously accepted : -

S Elections- of new Parlsh Counc1l Members, Auditing,Committee
~Members:- and Nominating Committee Members commenced.: Theresa S
Harabedian read the names 0of those: quallfled (pald members) to vote. -
YThere were only 7 names. llsted as.Parish Council nominees. It was
_pointed out: that 8 names were more. in order. Nominations were opened
from the floor. Connle Kasparlan was . nomlnated and accepted the
nomlnatlon.-‘ -

There was an- 1nqu1ry about lncumbent Parlsh Counc1l members.'

It was- stated that Steve Goomrigian was not ellglble to. run for
_ membership - -because he- had - served 3 consecutive terms. Jack Bous1an
was nomlnated from the floor but- declined the nomination.

‘Ballots were distributed. to gqualified voters by -Peter Kapusuz1an
and Theresa Harebedian. There were 50 ballots glven out, 50 belng
sufficient to:constitute:a quorum.. . o

Completed ballots were collected for tally by Peter Kapusu21an. s

Pastor s Report was dellvered by Der Untzag.: Der Untzag urged
all ‘parish members: to! become 1nvolved in church: actlvltles.::He
stated;::"Asi:the body rieeds all of its. parts to: work, to remain healthy,
similarly the church . needs all -of her members to. remain ‘strong . and :
"healthy." In 1985 seventy people partlclpated 'in church organlzatlons,"
Der Untazag wishes to increase<the number 'of people who were* 1nvolved
in the seven- permanently active organlzatlons and seven temporary
Acommlttees which are formed ad hoc. k
i Der: Untzag then listed: the varlous rellglous, cultural, soc1al, -
and - fund ~raising act1v1t1es. In 1985 he performed four baptisms, three

'*weddlngs, three funeral serv1ces, ‘he made one hundred visits .to homes .

and hospitals,. and he represented the parish at meetings at the Diocese
He added that a new: commltee has been formed to prov1de transportatlon
to church for senior” c1t1czens.rif

- The major.donations made in 1985 1ncluded one s1de altar,’a new
batismal® font, and. a néw:altar: cross; a. ctassroom was also dedicated
to the late Martha Khachadourlan._ 1985 also brought approx1mately
thirty new members.:% e

' Der Untzag listed poss1ble developments for - 1986 1nclud1ng Blble.
study gatherings, a Mr.&and Mrs.;club,<educatlonal lectures about our
culture and hlstory, and a band that would allow youngsters to learn‘




Armenlan folksongs and play for the entlre communlty. :
Der Untzag thanked all’ those who have served the church In conclus1on
he stated, "Let us continue to seek God's inspiration. and strength as we
work together to- build stronger our Armenian Chrlstlan herltage through '
the family .of Holy Ascension Armenian Church." '
Assembly Chairman Ralph Trapasso thanked Der Untzag and asked for
. questions from the floor.~ Since there{were no questlons, the. report_
. was accepted as read. ‘ ) ” ”

‘Parish Council Report was glven by Chairman Mardy Azarlan.' He
reported that the Council had a productive year in 1985. Activities
sponsored. and supported by the Council were listed. A new furnace, much’

. more, efficient and economlc,has been installed. The 2 new alters and

iy

Baptlsmal font will be consecrated in May, 1986, with a banquet to
follow the ceremony. ,

Mr._Azarlan praised ‘the untlrlng effort and dedication of former
Sunday School Superlntendent Theresa Harabedlan who has submltted her
reslgnatlon.-

A new social club w111 ‘be formed, ‘and a Senior Cltlzens Sunday
designated each month to provide transportatlon for those w1sh1ng to
.attend services but without means of transport. ' -

$40,000.00 has been transferred from the General Fund toward payment
of our mortgage. This is a payment to reduce ‘the ‘principle: whlch w1ll
"in turn reduce monthly payments for. the remalnlng mortgage. .

The dedicationiand capabilities.of Parish Council members was
apprec1ated as were the leadershlp qualities 'of Der Untzag. -

: ' The Parish- Counc11 report by Chalrman Mardy Azarlan was accepted
as read. AT k'u ; : :

ACYOA Junlors Report was submltted by Chalrperson Llnda Kalfalan,‘

- and presented by member Kim Kaspanlan_ ‘Total membership is 13. Fund-
‘raising activities were listed, as were church activities in Wthh the
-group assisted other church'organizations. * The treasurer reports a
current savings account. balance of $141.15 and a checklng account .
balance of $12.61. A- check ‘was: presented to the Council in the. amount -
of $50.00. There were no additions’ or correctlons and the report

‘was accepted as read S : :

ACYOA Senlors Report was presented by - Treasurer Debra A Tashjlan.
Revenue- produc1ng activities were listed -with a resulting balance of
~ $351.79 in the ‘group Savings-Account.. A loan of $200.00 from the . E
. Parish Council has been. repald'ln full ‘and a $100 OO -check- presented to the
Parish Council.:The report was -accepted ‘as read .

 Ladies Guild Report was presented by Eleanor Zysk for Chalrperson
" Carmen Fuchs. Monthly activities were llsted, there were 12 meetlngs
scheduled; coffeehours were discussed.

The treasurer's report was glven by Ladles Guild Treasurer Anna ‘
Gorakian. .Balance as. of January 1985 was $275.00. After fund- - :
raising acthltles and Guild expenses, the net. balance was $2572.51.
The account :is now closed and a check for $23OO 00 was given to the .-
Council and a $272.51 check to the newly elected Ladies Gulld Executive
Committee. v

A hearty round of applause was offered to the outg01ng Guild
Executive Committee for their outstanding contribution, both monetarily
and for their unselfish efforts toward the continuing exsistence of our
) communlty. The report was unanlmously accepted as read.




The Choir Report and Treasurer's Report were presented.  Choir
‘Director and Chairman Charles Balian.sptke:ofithefdédication.
of the choir members and Deacons, and thanked them for their effort
- of 100 percent. Peter Kapusuz1an and Vlrglnla Kalfayan were thanked
1espec1ally.~ :
Treasurer Thomas Garabedlan gave the report The balance of
December 1984 was $449.12. Total income for 1985 was $854.38.With-
expenses in the amount of $64.74, the total balance was. $1238.76.
Mr. Garabedian presented the Council. with a donation of $700. OO,,
.leav1ng a net balance of $538 76. The reports were accepted as read.

, Sunday School Report was presented by outg01ng Superlntendent
Theresa Harabedian. - Enrollment was 19 students under the tutelage. of-
instructors Beatrlce Javian, Janlce Toulouklan and Joan Sukoian..
Activities were mentioned, ‘as was the: ‘coffee. hour sponsored by the
‘Sunday’ School. The Superlntendent, who "is: ‘retiring this year, thanked
all the parishoners and teachers, who supported ‘the school during her.
.offlce., ‘A check was donated 1n the amount of $292 00. The report '
was accepted as read. :

, " The ‘Chairman - ‘thanked Mrs.;Harabedlan for her serv1ce to the
.Sunday School and our communlty.:v,,g ST

Plans for the future of’the Holy Ascens1on Church Sunday School
were presented by Mr. ‘Thomas Garabedian for his wife: Dora, who was -
unable to attend:«niA.pass book: account has- been opened witHa check
issued for $292:31, the balance from prev1ous school funds . '
Expendltures for books and ‘classroom’ equlpment were’ mentloned, as
were current- educatlonal obJectlves.tj
, ‘Best wishes were extended to the new Sunday School Coordlnator,
yDora Garabedlan., . L

The Armenian School Report Was given by 1nstructor Marle Yapoujlan.
She thanked the teachers who participated 1n the program.. The group .
sponsored the concert by the Yerevan Chorus ‘and the coffee hour
which followed. -She reiterated a promise to teach the parishoners’ and
their families our beautiful language and culture which will certainly
" enrich their lives. Ms. Yapoujlan presented the counc1l w1th a

o {$7OO OO check. - The- report was unanlmously accepted.

"The Cultural Commlttee Report Was presented by Chalrman Ralph

- Trapasso. Various activities sponsored by the commlttee were llsted
and a check for $480.24 was presented to the Counc1l. The report was
- accepted as read. AT . e ' : ~ ’

Bazaar Committee flnanc1al report was dlstrlbuted and . tlme _
allowed for perusal. Congratulations- were extended to the committee.
and Chairman ‘Ralph Trapasso for the net proflt of $15,332.75 by Parish
Council President Mardy Azarlan.v Thepmotlon to accept the report was .
} carrled unanlmously. : TR

Dlocesan Delegate S Report was offered by Delegate Dr. Berdj
Harabedlan. He gave a brief summary of the 83d Annual Assembly and
the major 1ssues,dlscussed -The next Assembly will convene in Racine,
Wisconsin in 1986. The report was accepted .as read after discussion
of the youth ministry program which may be implemented on a trial
© basis. It is a quest to locate elegible youth for the church mlnlstry.
~Dr. Harabedlan reported that more detalls w1ll be avallable soon.




The Bulldlng Commlttee Report was glven by Archle Mlsaklan for ‘

Treasurer Richard Khachian whowas, absent. The total cash' 1n banks is

: $51 354,12 ‘and the: prlnclple balance due on the mortgage as of 12/31/85
-is $156,993.38. - Dr. Harabedlanquestloned the monthly payment. ‘Mardy:
Azarlan replled that the amount: of " the .payment is $1700.00. Anna Goraklan
questloned the -amount of prlnc1ple due on ‘the mortgage. The reply e :
- reiterated the $40,000. 00" payment made. toward the prlnclple by the
‘Parlsh Councll. The report was accepted as read. .

‘ The Audltlng Commlttee Report was - presented by Commlttee member
Jack ‘Bousian. It-'is their conclusion:that the financial records of - o
the church ‘are 1n excellent order. - The report was. accepted and carrled.g

‘ At thlS tlme, Votlng results were presented byNomlnatlngCommlttee‘.“”
_'member Peter Kapusu21an. The follow1ng were elected: PR

" Parish Council il‘f'V"~ Audltlng Committee ' _;['Nominating Committee_:
,Thomas Dabakian. . U Stephen Goomrlglan f'c f,ﬁTheresa Harabedian'

.- Thomas Garabedian '*  Dr. Berdj Harabedian '-fQAPeter Kapusu21an
‘Richard Kalfaian"iTgrf : Llonel Ketchlan' : :'"-ﬁ' Sonla Trapasso

‘Archie Misakian- :
FralJ Yapoujlan, Alternate _ _ , »

All of the nominees were thanked by Mr. Kapusuzian.'The reporti
was carrled and approved -

- The Treasurer s Report was presented by Parlsh Counc1l Treasurer
- Steve Goomrlglan. ~Copies of the 1985 report and . proposed budget for

' - 1986 were: distributed to. the- Assembly, and were reviewed by Mr.
~.Goomr1g1an.g A discussion: followed the presentatlon. 1) Theresa

';Harabedlan wanted the- ant1c1pated from the 1985 budget. The ‘treasurer. .

f_offered the amount of $66,800. 00. 2)° Dr.,Harabedlan questioned- the term -

. "memorial." . The ‘term covers alters and Baptlsman Fonts. Dr. Harabedian-
-commended .the Parish Council for the substantial donation towards-the
payment .of pr1nc1ple on mortgage for the church. Mr. Goomrigian replled
‘that the" Counc1l ‘plans - more fund= ralslng activities in the future.- S
_ Dr.-Harabedlan s reply was that we must have other: sources of revenue
- other than- full dependence on the .Parish" Council. = Steve ‘concurred, and. .
‘ stated that the Council was working on this problem. 3) ‘Peteéer. Kapusuzlan!‘
guestioned the amount’ of money donated to the .Boiler Fund Mr. Azarian '
replled that Parish members cannot ‘be forced to: donate to- the fund to
meet the’ obllgatlon. Everyone ‘has been contacted . Mr.. Kapasuzian: v -
suggested appointment of a committee- to review the problem. Mr."- TrapaSSO‘
reminded .the Assembly that the attempt to obtaln money for the fund S
has not béen”- abandoned o
S - Steve Goomrlglan thanked Der Untzag and Dr. Harabedlan for- thelr
help. He specifically, requested that donatlons to. the church be in the
form. of- checks, and: the purpose of - the donatlon be represented on. the

o check. The report was accepted as plesented

New Bus1ness matters were dlscussed as follows'

: Margaret Azarlan, 1986 Chalrperson of the Ladles Gulld presented .
“ the new Executive Board. " The: Calendar of Events was announced and the
- wish for- more- part1c1patlon by genera] membershlp was voiced. Sponsors
- are needed for:the coffee hours.’ Rose Kadlklan should be contacted by
potentlal sponsors.'; B :‘- s "”“f

‘ Theresa Harabedlan offered three proposals for the betterment of

“our church: -1) Increase in- ‘annal dues ($25.00 is not high); 2) Increase.

‘1n rental of church fac1llt1es, 3) Members of the Audltlng and Nomlnatlng

- ,v»k '~\



Committees serve for 3 years. : ‘ T : '
In reply: 1) Some. dues for 1986 have’ already been collected The
" number of actjve members is of the utmost importance. The Membership
Committee wi%éndeavor to increase membership rolls. Ralph Trapasso
suggested increasing dues in 1987. Connie Kasparian inquired as to
the amount of dues requested by the Diocese. Der Untzag related how
the parishes are assessed:  60% - Membership o '
' R ' ' 5% -~ Clergy

- 25% -~ GrosswPCPT(' - ,
- 8% - Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals
oo A%, = Delegates.

,ThexAssembly Chairman asked for motion to increase annual dues.
There was no- response.

. " 2) Mrs. Harabedian stated ‘that our fees for rental of
church facilties were quite low. Mardy Azarian offered that the rental
~to theNursery School has been increased by $65.00 permonth. Sonia
Trapasso statéd that the-Nursery School seems to "take over" the entire
facility. Der Untzag hastpoken‘to the school personnel and has con-
cluded that we should look*at the '‘situation unemotionally. The director
of the Nursery will try to keep the encroachment under control. Fraij
‘Yapoujian stated that we - cannot increase the rent of the school and then
limit their space. .~ George MalJanlan.thought that the solution to the
problem should be left up to the Parish Council. General dlscuss1on
ensued on the: general ‘contract of. the Nursery School.

" Mrs. Harabedian suggested sponsoring Bingo games. as a revenue—
ra1s1ng event. 'The response by Mardy Azarian was that the Parish Counc1l_
has decided against thlS type of activity ; because parishes just
, beginning the ‘games in their churches find it unprofitable. Mr. TrapaSSO',
concurred and added that: a -tremendous amount of manpower and dollars are .
needed to be successful. ‘Mr. Azarian stated that our. rug sales are a ianbs
_:better revenue produc1ng acthity.

: '~ 3) In resppbnse to the suggestion that a 3 year term be
1nst1tuted for Nominating and Auditing Committee members, . the Assembly
was reminded that the BV—Laws dictate that members serve one year.

Q

Other  new bu81ness continued Wlth a statement by Connie Kasparlan
that workers on the Pre-Bazaar dinners are exhausted from preparation,
and that the sponsors Of those dinners might, instead, donate the" money
for food for the actual Bazaar.instead of holding. the Pre-Bazaar dinners.
Mardy Azarian replied that the Parish Council has decided to reduce the
number of Pre-Bazaar dinners from 3 to 2.. He also suggested: that all
parish members participate and not leave this job to a few. Archie
Misakian added that, like the contributions to the Boiler Fund, the same
people always donate to the Pre-Bazaar dinners. Mrs. Harabedlan stated-
-that Mrs. Kasparian s suggestion had been tried at the Barnum Avenue
church and was found to less profltable than the present because there
seems to be a bigger lateral gain, that is to say that sponsors attend
with their friends as well as families. WhiCh brings more people tol‘

" the church. ‘ . f

Der Untzag concurred with Mrs. Harabedlan in that these dinners are-
not necessarily to make -a profit, but to bring people together.

In reference to the Nursery School problem, he reminded the Assembly
-that criticisms should not go directly to Nursery School personnel, but



-communlcatlon should be- made through Der Untzag or. Parlsh Counc1l members;,
Der Untzag reminded the. Assembly that the Primate w111 be v151t1ng
our parish May 18th. A" donor is needed for: the 2d side- alter. He also -
“ammended some of the activities on the Calendar'af Events. . s
Der Untzag: concluded -the meeting with: qvgngratulatlons to the
: newly ‘elected Parlsh Counc1l members and thanked all who part1c1pated

in: this meeting. :

. After ‘the Benedlctlon, the3Assembly adjournedAat44:O3spm«

. Re pectfuliy.submitted;;

Diana Goofirigian
Assembly Secretary.




