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. -.- GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING JANUARY 26, 1975-

ST •. JAMES ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH. 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 

The general membership Meettng of St. James Armenian Church of 
Richmond, Va. was called to order by the Parish Council chairman, Katchi 
Dedeian who in turn called upon Der Arsen Barsamian for the opening prayer. 

Nomination were open for chairman and secretary for the day. Jack 
Tootelian and Virginia Greene were elected respect~vely. 

A rol.1· call was taken by John Ashjian, treasurer, _and 62 members 
were present. 

The minutes of the 1974 Parish Assembly were read by Virginia Greene 
and wnre. approved ae read. · 

Jack Tootelian, chairman, called upon Der·Hayr to give his pastoral 
report. Der Jtsen outlined his activities during the year and thanked 
various members for thetr devoted work especially those who served at 
the altar, the chairman of all organizations, the secretarial work 
involved and the cataloguing of the Armenian books in the church library. 
He also stressed the importance of a Ladies Aid which at the present 
moment needed strengthening. 

· Chairman of the Parish Council, Katchi Dedeian, in his report thanked· 
all officers and every church member for supporting the Parish Council in 
all their projects •. 

Jack Tootelian then called upon the following for their committee 
reports: . _ 

Nectar Karntarjian, secretary of the Ladies Aid and also Mary Kricorian 
chairman, who in turn presented the Parish Council a check for $500.00 
on behalf of·the Ladies Aid. She nmphasized the fact that younger members 
were needed inthe organiza~n. 

Mr. Robert Garian, SUnday School SUperintendent gave his report and 
memtioned the variops activities that the Sunday School students had. 
participated in during the year. He then thanked the teachers and s·ub
sti tutes for their devoted work and also thankedd Der Arsen for thEr·'work 

. involved in programming. 

Becky Baronian, chairman of the ACYOA, presented her report on bbhalf 
of the youth of our church and outlined the many activities the ACYOA had 
participated in during the year. She reported-also that they are 
sponsoring a childs education in Jerusalem. 

. 
Mrs. Araxie Manoukian, choir director, stressed the need for more 

choir members. · 

Katchi Dedeian, chairman, submitted the nominees for the Parish 
Council, namely; Bedros Bandazian, Sam Ipekian, Gerry Sharigian, Jack 
T~elian and Shunorig Soghoian. The following were nominated from the 
floor; Henry Magarian, nominated by Movses Tashjian and seconded by Nebe 
Boyajian; William Darhanian, nominated by Harry Darhanian and seconded by 
Peter Greene; Annie Garian, nominated by Roxie Kr1cor1an and seconded by 
Jack Tootelian. A motion was made by Barkev Baronian to close nominations 
and seconded •. 
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Elections re h~ld and the follow1n wer~ elected to the Parish 
Council; B dros Bandazian , Henry Magarian , Gerry Sharigian, Shunorig 
Soghoian and Jack Tootelian. Th~ r~maintg members to s~rve anoth r year 
were Vahe Garabedian, P~ter Greene, Dr. Murad K~rn~klian and Movses 
Tashjian. 

As has been in th past, the nominating committee memb rs for 1975 
be those Parish Council members whosP term would expir in 1975: th Y 
being, Vahe Garabedian, P t r Greene, Dr. Murad KPrneklian and 
Movses Tasbjian. Th~ Auditing Committee shall consist of John Ashjian, 
Barkev Baronian , Neb Boyajian, Robert Magarian and Katchi Dedeian. 

A financial report was given by John Ashjian, tr asurer of the 
Parish Council. The controversial issue was the raising of the Diocesan 
Dues. Discussionns were held by many members in r gards to this. Many 
felt that nob nefits were being derived from the Diocese namely, no 
visitations, no religious guidance, no cultural aspects. It was stated 
that representation was needed from New York to stimulate the community. 
The matt r was drawn to a close but th~ •~mbership wanted these factors 
brought to the att~ntion of the Diocese. 

John Ashjian, treasurer, then present~d the proposed b dget for 
1975 which showed a deficit. B dros Bandazian made a motion to raise 
the dues of th church to $50 .00 and seconded by Dr. Murad Kerneklian 
and th~ approv~d. If, in th~ ev~nt of a hardship case, it was said 
that the matter could be brought up t o the attention of the Parish Council, 
in whr h case, dispensation could be mad . 

A motion was made by Katchi DPdeian to accept the budg t and seconded. 

N b~ Boyaj1an, treasur r of the Building Committ e rpported on his 
1974 financial fi ures and was proud to say that our Sunday School 
building and our Parish HousP was now mortgage fre . Howev r, there 
wer~ som pl dg~s that wer~ not fulf11l~d. 

Th being no further business, a motion was mad~ to djourn the 
meeting and s cond d. 

Der Hayr clos~d th me ting with a prayer. 

Respectfully submitt~d 


