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Architect Haigh lamgochlan Holds Model of New Hoon-8haped Houe 

Jamgo~hian Designs. 
Moon-Shaped House 

ff, U B:r Bash I..ovbl« with a. deiiiJI for 1111 eight- placr, three family bedroomo 
Tima-DUpatch oto r y, ln!e-lilte apartmedt and a study. . 
Buaineso Writer buildiag, lbaped the ......, Jamgochian said Huglles 

like a ~ moon. uted bim to design tbe house 
RJ~~ h .::i:~ ~ It wf!1 have oaly two sides, because Hoghes' three daugh
ata D 1 tree-Ute apartment . one a' rounded aection tllat ters liked Jarngochlan's d~ 
buildiDgl and offices tbat klot wraps aear(J a full circle sign for the new Market Build· 

llke llyina aaueero, hal ..... ~ ~:u:-~= ~: ~.~::;to~~ 
up with • mOOIHbaped -. the aecood lido, a c:urved wall bulldin& that is eoated with 

Jamgochilll! desliJied the of. glau that oerves u the lbeer. of clented aluminum 
- tor Howml H. Bughes. house's windows. and looks like a llyiDa oaucer 
- Ill - - .. Rich- 1bls oecoad wall lhould touchlug down. ::S ~ Da~ .:! give Bughes aod his family The o u ts 1 de walls of 

Uoecl Car 1llllll. ~.~.: .::.~b~ ~":' ~ .:~:a~c: 
1lllllgochiao says Worley the loo& rouuded wall will Will toro green with age and 

Bros.. a local coonstruction ltretch out beyond the edges look like the moss-covered 

:"u: ::.~ ~W: ~ :m-:g w:s_aud Bhield ::t"~t Doe the Dearby 

loot bulldiDg this - just 
-t ol Bosber'a Dam on the 
aouth baok of the Jameo 
Rlver. 

HUGHES SEUS bll can 
wllh the mottn: "rd .... 
lbem away but my wile -'1 
let me." Bill ...,.. wtU have 
everytblllg a IUc:cessful mecl 
car deolor could ut, IDclucliDg 
eDOUgb carports to accom
modate loor extra-large .... 
tomobiles. 

JamgocblaD, who lint maclo 
headliDel here five years aaa 

mE WINDOW wall will MOSf OF mE Inside waUs 
give the major rooms of the wiD be prefabricated closets. 
bouse I vtew up the James "The ltOrage walls will stop 
River valley. the main re- at door height; there will be 

~.!ug.:.:;~aci:: ~:·~above,"' Jamgocbian 
ai~J•••:d Jamgocblan, He explained that this ,.;u 
...... • pretty big roqulre- =..:~':~ :,!'::!:;; 
ment. but every room has • of. tbe walls to filter across 
:!:;' ~~roo~!d'a room · the ceilings of the rooms. · 

Besides these two, there Also, he said, Inside waDs 
will be a family room and a can be taken down and moved 

living room, eacb with a fire- :: : ~~~:C:: 
~ owner to redesign the m. 
tenor to his own Deeds. 

Jt can be done. he went on. 
because the roof ls free.stan<lo 
lllg. 

The eliptical roof will be 
eight feet thict Ill the crnter 
aod will taper to the edge, • 
with the horns of the moon 75 
feet from the center. 

lAMGOCHIAN SAID tbe 
roor lbould cut construction 
costs because it will go up oa 

. a aerl.es of simple columns. 
The waU. will be built under
Death, and finally, the Interior 
wiU be finished. He claims 
this will prevent delays from 
bad weather, since the work· 
men will' always be protected 
from raill. 

He aJ&o disclosed that the 
roof, which hM a profile like 
an alrplane wing, could have 
raised one problem. Jamgo. 
chlan has had to design a 
1tr0ng auchor wall under I~ 
tllbenrlse, be iaid, . a stroog 
wind could blow the root 
away. In this house, explained 
Jamgochian, "'anchoring the 
root down Is more important 
than holding it up." 
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.·:. Richm@.rrnd 
·.. Haigh ~amgochian, the 

.. ·Richmond, USA, archi
,,;.:;~:.·tect who designs tree-like 
.'>":·,_::'apartment buildings and 
}:f·: offices that look like fly
·.:·.,.<•>; ing saucers~· has come up 
:,; ··:·~w i .t h a moon- shaped 

·Y hous·e~ ·· 
. : :J~mg~chian designed the house 

:··.for Howard H. Hughes, who is best 
.. : known to Richmond car · connois
, : · seurs as Mad Man Dapper Dan the 

· ··Used· Car Man. · · 
:· · Jamgochian says Worley Bros. a 
. ' local construction firm, is due to 

, begin putting up the $100,000, 
· .7,000- square - foot building . this 

~.··spring just west of Bosher's Dam on 
.·.the south bank of the James River 
· : _in ·Richmond. 

. < · . Two-sided plan . 
. Hughes se11s his cars with the 
motto: "rd give them away but my 
wife won't. let me." His house will 
have everything a successful used 

·dealer could' ask, including enough 
. carports to accommodate ·four 

extra-large cars. . · · 
...... ·Jamgochian, who first made head-. L> .lines with a design for an eight·· 

;;~·· :\st~ry, tree-like apartment ~uilding, ·.· 
z.·:~: >::·.:···· .. 
"i1~ ' 
.}:,. ' 
·\,:::; ........ · . · ... .·. ·.· , . 

. ,1. 

The plan .for . Haigh · Jamgochian's . . . . . . . 

shaped the house like a three-· 
qua~ter f!IOOn (Building : Lighting : .· 

· Engmeermg, August; 1967). · .. 
· It will have oniy two sides, one 
a rounded section that wraps nearly 
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ABOVE: T h e simple 
· model of the "Moon · · 
House" Jamgochian de· 
~(gne~ for a Richmond 

,., • • .• t ~ 

. used·c:ar dealer. . 
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LEFT: Another ingeni~ . 
ous Jamgoc:hian sketch· 
illustrating the; applic:a- · 

· tion · of the · copper 
. c:la~ding. . .. 

e From Page 27 . .. Also. he said, inside walls can be:· \vi !I go up on a· series of simple 
· copper which will tu~n green with . taken down and moved on a whim. · · columns. The walls will be built · 

age and look like the moss-covered ·:' .. This.· Jamgochian · said, makes it . underneath, and finallv, the interior 
boulders that line the'nearby river : possible for a new owner to rede-: .· ~ will be finished. He cfaims this· will"· 
banks. sign the interior tO his OWll needs. · .. prevent delays fro~n bad Weather, 

· lt can be done, he went on, ·be~· · si.ncc the workm~n will alw~ys be Vlalls can be moved 
Most of the inside walls will be 

prcfabrit-atcd closets. "The storage 
walls will stop at door height; there 
will be glass above," Jamgochian 

.mW. -
. He explained that this',wm allow. 
light from. a line of clcrestory wjn
dqws along the top of the walls to 
filter across the ceili1_1gs . of the· 
rooms .. 
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·cause the roof is free-standing. ._protected fro:n ram. 
· He also d1sclosed that the roof.· 

A f *"k • . which has a profile like an airplanc 
~0~ il e a. wmg . . wing. could have raised 'one prob

. The .ehpt!cal n.">\lf w11l . be· e1g~t <:'.!cm. J amgochian has had to design 
~ feet thtck m· the ce~tre and w11l · ·.·a strong anchor wall under it. other
. taper to the edge, wtth the horns. > wise, he said. a strone: wind could 

of the moon 75 · feet from the .··. blow the roof away. in this house, 
centre. :. : ... · · · .... . : :explained "Jamgochian, "anchoring·· 

Jamgochian said the roof should'·. · .the roof· down is more important 
cut. construction costs' because it ... than·holding it up." . . . . -

0 .. • • • :. • 

· ; ·: : October,· 1967 . 
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