
His Holiness Karekin ll's address 
to the President of the United States in Washington, DC 

Mr. President, 

I om deeply moved by your cordial reception and thankful for the 
time you hove given us from your busy schedule. 

I hove come from Biblical Armenia, the land where Noah's Ark 
rested and thus become the second birthplace of mankind. During the 
course of their history, the Armenian people hove witnessed many 
adversities and survived through the Genocide of 1915 and the seventy 
years of atheism under Soviet rule. Today, all of the efforts of our people, 
who hove regained their independence, ore concentrated on restoring 
what hod been desecrated and ravaged. Let me soy that it is not easy to 
heal the wounds that atheism aggressively inflicted on the human soul 
and on our public life. But, I om optimistic, since the 17QQth anniversary of 
the proclamation of Christianity as the state religion of Armenia has 
infused the Armenian people with a spirit of renewal and revival of faith. 

Mr. President, on this occasion I wish to express my gratitude to you 
and to the government and the people of the United States of America 
for providing multi-faceted assistance to Armenia--presently building her 
new and free life--to overcome the consequences of the earthquake of 
1988 and the economic hardships. From the time right after the 
earthquake, I recall with deep emotion the tearful gaze of a young 
American visitor, namely George Bush Junior, in whom the Armenian 
people witnessed the epitome of American philanthropy. Our people 
always remember that at the beginning of the twentieth century the 
United States was among the first to extend a helping hand to the 
massacred Armenians and to provide under its roof a hoven for thousands 
of Armenian refugees. Their descendants ore now the faithful and 
respected citizens of this country, who through their input in public life ore 
expressing their fathers' and grandfathers' gratitude to America. 

Our people greatly appreciate United States' peaceful efforts in 
particular to resolve the problem of Mountainous Korobogh. We pray that 
the God-given inalienable right to live freely, as well as justice and truth 
would prevail. May the greatly tormented and heroic Armenians of 
Korobogh find their peaceful life on their ancestral soil, in a brotherly 



good-will and in close cooperation with the neighboring peoples of the 
region. 

From the 1 700 years old luminous Altar of the Mother See of Holy 
Etchmiadzin, we ask for you the blessings of God in the Highest to help you 
in your important mission on behalf of a continuously peaceful, secure 
and prosperous life in the United States. Amen. 
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tunnwUJbu qq.wg~twa btll.t 2(jnrthw~wL ~bra fiWU~ dwtlwuw4~ lllpwtlwJlru.:iwu l.t 
U~JlWLPJl [!OilnLCibLnLpJw(j hwllwp: QnhnLpJmO bfig l{bpwnwJ?mU lltip bp40wtf.np 9n£1[!, "1'1 
iWJWUUlWOnul Rfl~UUlnfibntfiJnLli[! UfbUlw~w(j ~pnO hn1w~bLnL 1700-('lqtnwpnul 
wnw20npl}bg j'l0c5 inl!LI.wiJ.IbLnw4wO wnw2p0 WJQO ~wLnwrabtm Ul1bpJ'l4WJP UpwgJWL 
l.Jwhw(iq.(ibn~ hwJng pbllbp: 

· UJu ophCiJWL hnrt~9 qbiJ.I~ bn4~09 pwpc5pwgnl'l pnLnP hwJ4w4wO b4bqbgpubpnul, 
nl(1 n('l WJ9btbg~ lt UI~Ulj1 WJQbtbll, zwpnL(jw~ hwjgbtm bo PWJ10J1JWLP 0(1hQmpJnL0[! 
Ullbn~~WJP hqnra tnbpmpJwfi L. pp l.Jwtuwq.wh~. ~bn hJnLnn£H~wL l.t op~Owubra dnJ1m.lrallP 
hwllw('l, nnpfi '6wfiw!bl bll wOgOnq UlW(l~GbratJG U.qbLJ'l pwO 20 uwhwOq.libf'l, Owl.t Sbfuwu 
WJQbLnLPJnLUlibn~ olipWQ.QpO: iwOnL(i wztuwnhwUI.~JnlD llbf'l dnllnLlflllP 4P~tt(j 
zOnphwtf.npnul bll ~l::iq UllbraJ14wJJ'l UflWQJWL uwhwOq.wg uwfuwq_whJl pwpllp 
UJWzU1nfinul [!OUlpl{btnL wnjlpmt: 

t:;u b4bL bll P~PL~w4w0 =iwJwutnwOpg, unJJ'l LnWL4wOw4flr bfl~flpg, llwJ1114mpJwu 
bn4nnnq oQOqwl{wJrJ'lg: .iwJ ctnqnltnLJ11ll:! tunphnllwmo 70-wllJw dwowOw~wzp2wu~g 
hbum WJUOfl L[bnwq.UlbL t pp wO~wfunLpJnlti[! l.t ~wlinLil t llbnw4wqllw4bf1Uibl ~J'l 
hwuwrw~w~wo ~JwOeo dnrtntf.nflwl{wrnLpJwQ, wqwtn UlutnbunLpJWO, tlwnqnL 
ppwtf.mODGbnfl hwpq.llwO l.t furtti~ wqwumLpJWO op~Owhwpq. ulfqpmOpObpm.[: 

Pn0wU1j1pntpJwli l.t woww.nLI.w6mpJw0 tnwuOwllJw~Obnl'tEi ~WJng Unwpbtw4wD 
b4bQbg~O hwLwot!bL nLlSuzt{bL t wlinrtn,pwpwp: PwCiLnwf14LlbL, wpunntlbt m u1..4wCil[bt bu 
hwqwpwqnp b4brtbgw~wu(ibp, wl{bt~ ,pwu J"P hwpJnLI" qwOebp nL b4brtbgfl(ibp 
wl{bnil.bL bu nL tunOwphL[bt: ~~ llw('lbLr uw4wJ0, l1bf1 dnqmlprl11 l[utnwhnLpJnLGG m 
hwqwlllO· wn UuUlL[wo: UJuon P"L"J"' 2wOpbpO nLrtrtt!wo b{i llbnw~wCiqCibtnL 
Uf1PWUfi'J.OL{w60 nL wqbnqw6[!: tunuUlnt.{wObll. qJnLpflO it pmdbtllwrtnu!nrt wpbflqL'ip 
L[bp,pbp[! llwpJl4wOg hnq.flObranu'j l.t hwuwnw~w~wli L'ib('l 4JWO~nLil: Ub6 t Uutnqw6, 
tWLI.WlJlbU blll.t LPWhnLJU, hwl{wtnmtl bll, nra S~J1"2 oq.Ow4w0nLpjwtlp wqqu hWjng' ~ 
9wJwulJlw0, Upgwfu l.t t"l UtflJnLnu, UI~Ulfl 4wnnrtw0w GwfuOJWQ oppQw~nq hwqpwhwpbt 
ul:ip4w fldl{wpnLpjnL00bp[! l.t 2Wf1nLGW4bt hwL[wLnfl bpp[! f1 9pflutnnu: 

Ubp ctnqnt{nLf'lllt:! llj1zLn hJ'l2nLil t, np Ullbp~4w0 wOQJWL qwpwu4qp~u. 1915 ~· ob6 
SbllWUIJ.IwOnLpJwO opbpflu wnw2~uObphg llb4o 6bn,p llblfubg brtbnuwhwn hwJmpJwQn h 
flr hwp4fl ubp9n w1..4wumw0 tnt{bg hwqwpwl{nr q.wrtpw~wo hwJb!lfl, nrmog 
ctwnwliq.Citpli WJUOJ1 LI.UUlWhbLP m hwpqwpctw(i ~WI'J.W.QWQ~Obpu b(j WJU bp4pp' 
wtlbnfl~JWO luwOJ?mll flpbOg ObpJlpnulml. LjlnfuhwUlnLgbLnLl UfWUfbfl~ nL hWJflbpp 
brwfulll~9[! UllbptJ4wJpO: 

Ubawpq.n 'Lwtuwqwh, WJU wnppnLI. hnq.m UfWfllllD bll 04wlllmllllbn dnqnLlrallP 
brwfutnwq~LnnLpJnLDO hwJI.llUbt :;.tbq, Ullbn~4wJ~ 4wowqwf1nLPJw0Q m dnqntlflll~(j WJU 
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pwql1w~nqtlw0~ w~w~gmpJWUQ hwtlwf1, np Utlbpj'lljwu gmgwph!lbL t Pfl wqwLn, unp 
tuwueo ijwonLgnq ~WJWUL11WOj10 Owl.& ltbf'l2f10 zp~wunur l:ipljpwzwpctp hbml.&wO,eubf1[!, 
mumbuw[fwO r}d~wnnLpJnLfjObp[! hwru~whwpbLnL Olllwl.nwljnij: Utlbni1~Jwfi dnqm{Jl'lP 
tlWfli}WuppnLpJnLfi[! hwJnLPJnLii[! tu1.11wgttw6 ml:iuwt{ brt4f1WZWf1dfl opbppO =twJWULilwu 
WJQD[WO bpflt.nWUWflfl wllbnpljwgm' PnL2 4pLI1UDJ1j1 wngmO_pm.n hWJWg_pntl1: lJbn 
dnl']_nijnLI'lllO pwp~fl t q.uwhwmnul hwLn4wlllt:;u Utlbf1p~wJJl tuwqwqwpwf1 2W(i.J2bflrf 
tuwflWflWUbp wn Ujbl.nnLpJmOObntt nL dnl1n~mf1r}Obpf1 hbm wCill.nllml nL wOL{~.nwCiq 
UlWhbtnL b!14PP tlntnpwl.fr!" ltlnLO[! llb11 [!Ofl.hwunLf1: UbfiR wqnpmtl bCi.Q, OJl wqwtn 
Wll.IJ'lbtm Uuuutw6w2finrh wliomwpbtf1 f1rwL{m.Ci.en. Wlli'J.WflnLPJmOu nL tizowrnnnLpJntfi[! 
hwqpwOw~bCi Ciwu LboOwJpCi 'lwpwpwqp tuOilnP ljwpq.wl{nJlllw(i 2WO.Qbflnul, lt 
'lWJ1WPWflfl pwqOW!WJ1!W(l m hbpnuwljwfi hwjnLpjnLU['! q.Ulfifl PJl f'uWr}Wrtl4JWUQQ 
UJwu,bCiwlfwu hnqmo· Lnwnwowzn2wOn hwni.&LUO dnqnf!mJ1I').Obflt'l hbm brtpwmwl.fwO 
pwrafl ljwtlbgnqmpJw(i nL wOtuwpwra hw&lwqn116wljgmpJwfi tlh~: 

UllbOwjO hwjng lJWJJl Upnn Um(lp t21lflw60p 170G-WOJW LnLub tunpwOflg 
~wpdJlJWLU UuUl6n ophOnLpJmu(i m qnflwltgnLpJnLCiu bfig hWJQnLil ::>bq ::>bra pwpafl 
wnw.ebtnL~JwO tlb2' hwlinLO Utlbflfl~wJ~ U~wgJWL 'Lwhwuqubr~ hw11wU1u tuwrtwrt. 
WJ..4whntJ. m pwpqw!.lw6 4JWliRfl: Ullbu: 



His Holiness Karekin ll's address 
to the President of the United States in Washington, DC 

Mr. President, 

We are deeply moved by your cordial reception and thankful for 
the time you have given us from your busy schedule. We thank our 
Heavenly Father for guiding us in this 1700th jubilee year of the declaration 
of Christianity as the state religion of Armenia to make our first pontifical 
visit to the Dioceses of the Armenian Church in the United States. 

In all the Armenian Churches that rise from this blessed land and 
reach the skies -- those that I have visited as well as those that I shall visit --
1 will always pray to God in the Highest. May He bless this mighty country, 
namely the United States of America, its President, and its hospitable and 
law-abiding people, whom I have come to know over the years, during 
my different visits to more than twenty states, including Texas. 

On behalf of our people, who are dispersed all over the world, we 
once again congratulate you on the occasion of your election to the 
highest office of the Presidency. 

I have come from Biblical Armenia, the land where Noah's Ark 
rested and thus became the second birthplace of mankind. The 
Armenian people, after a period of 70 years under Soviet rule, have today 
recovered their independence and are trying to reorganize their social life 
in accordance with the principles of democracy, free enterprise, human 
rights and freedom of conscience. 

During the decades of atheism and dictatorship, the Armenian 
Apostolic Church was persecuted and suppressed ruthlessly. Thousands 
of clergymen were exiled, imprisoned and murdered. More than 700 
monasteries and churches were destroyed and leveled to the ground. 
But our people's trust and faith in God did not vanish. Today, all the efforts 
are directed towards restoring what had been desecrated and ravaged. 
Let me say that it is not easy to heal the wounds that atheism aggressively 



inflicted on the human soul and on our public life. God, however, is 
Almighty. I am optimistic and hopeful. I believe that with the help of the 
Good Lord the Armenian nation in the homeland, in Nagorno-Karabakh 
and in the Diaspora will be able to overcome the present difficulties and 
carry on the march of faith in Christ, following the example of their 
ancestors. 

Our people always remember that at the beginning of the 
twentieth century, during the great Genocide of 1915, the United States 
was among the first to extend a helping hand to the massacred 
Armenians and to provide under its roof a haven for thousands of 
Armenian refugees. Their descendants are now the faithful and 
respected citizens of this country, who through their input in American life 
are expressing their fathers' and grandfathers' gratitude to America. 

Mr. President, on this occasion I wish to express my people's 
gratitude to you and to the government and the people of the United 
States of America. You have, even in recent times, provided much 
assistance to Armenia, presently building a new and free life, so that she 
may overcome the consequences of the earthquake of 1988 and the 
economic hardships. The Armenians witnessed the philanthropic spirit of 
the American people as it was reflected in the tearful gaze of George 
Bush Junior, who was visiting Armenia right after the earthquake of 1988. 
Our people greatly appreciate particularly the peaceful efforts of the 
United States and other peace-loving nations to ensure the safety of the 
planet Earth, the home of mankind. We pray that the God-given 
inalienable right to live freely, justice and truth may also prevail in the 
endeavor to resolve the Mountainous Karabagh's conflict. May the 
greatly tormented and heroic Armenians of Karabagh find their peaceful 
life on their ancestral soil, in a brotherly good-will and in close cooperation 
with the neighboring peoples of the region. 

From the 1700 years old luminous Altar of the Mother See of Holy 
Etchmiadzin, we ask for you the blessings of God in the Highest to help you 
in your important mission on behalf of a continuously peaceful, secure 
and prosperous life in the United States. Amen. 
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UUllf ll~R-R- U. t>!Uloi!IJ•"I. MOTIIElt SEE OF HOLY ETCIIMIADZIN ~ 

~ 1.o.u.o. s.s.=:t:owat.. ~U3ns 4wan'1t-4nUt>" ~ 
Ulfu-1"' uuruuq.u1rL n~tt'LSUL nttsn~awr tunupc ..[btrvlsnt,n~u 

Ul:lownqn uwtuwqwh 
tunr-wUfbu qq.wg~wo bll ~bfl pwO~ ctwuwuwl.j~ UlpwllwllflllwQ L. u~flWL~fl 

[!OilnLfibLm~JwG hwllwn: 
t:;u blibL till P~Pl~W4WO ~WJWUlllwOtJg, unJ~ UlWUfWUWljtlp bp4p~g, UWflll4ntpjWU 

bpljpnp'l6Qfi'lwt{wJI1f'l9: Ub11 ctnrtnt.{nLI11'U! ~.qwt.mlnt.pJwO [!Opwg.etJ{j Ulbubt t pwqnu.i 
wphwt{npp(jbp, t.{bpw~.qnbL 1915 p gbrtwuUjwfinLpJmG L. tunphpflWJf'IG lfnnLpJwO 
W(iWUl11qw6nt.pjWU 70 l11W(lpfibn: UJUO(l w(iljwfunLpJnL(i Oqwt5w6 tlbp dnrt.n4.£lllP Pfll"l1 
2wO~bpO nt.l').qt{w6 bCi tJ.bpwljwliqObtnL urapw~qo4_w6Q nt. wt{tnl{won.: tunul11mtwubll. 
I'J.JmppO 1t pmctbtllWJlUlfi!ni'J. wpbflqllfl tttraebrao llwri'J.4w0g hnqnCibpmll L. 
hwuwpwltwljwfi llbpluwugnul: UwljwJO LWt.{wUlbu bll, .ewuqp,eppulllnfit;mpJnLUIJ 
1WJWulllw0nul1.4bUlwljwu 4nnu hn!w41lwCi 1700-wllJWlif! hnq.bCinpnqmpJwO u hwl{wLnr 
4_bpwppfinLpjWCi Onp nq)'l nL 2nL0t t hwrtnrqbl ubr ctnqm{pij~Q: 

Ubowrqn l..,wfuwqwh, WJU wnppm{ hnqm UfWf1U12 bli Ciljw~.nnul 
orwtlllnwqplllnLpjmOu hWJUlUI:iL ~l:iq, Uutn~4WJ~ ~wnwqwpnLpjwfi(j m dnqntlrll~(j WJU 
pwqllwl,fnqliwO~ W2W4gnLpJwfig hw~wp, "11 Udbnft4wfi gnLgwpbrbL t flp finr. wqwt.n 
4JWU9[! 4wnnLgnrt =lwJwuLnwO~u· bplfnwzwnct~ hbllll.dufiRObp[!, ~.nfilllbuw4wu 
.,.ctt.{wpnLpJnt.Ci£ibp[! hwqpwhwphLnL Gutwlllw~m{: =!mqmllm[ bll h~znLil trljpwzwpct~ 
O(lbp~(i =IWJWUUlWCi WJQOLWO b(l~Ult.UUWf11l WUI:if1~4wgnL' PnLz 4plllubp~ W(lgndi,enLn 
hWJWQ2f!, nL(l hwjnL~JMLU!1 tui.Ilwgtlw6 ll'lbuwl{ Ullbpp4Jwfi dnqnt{pqp 
llwpl').wu~pnLpJnLO[!: Ubr ctnrt.m{nLP'll:! llpzm hllzmu t, np Uubnt14wCi wugJWL 'lwrwuljqp~G 
WllW2flCifibnflg tlb~n Ob119 llb~Obg brtbn0whwl1 hwJnLpJWCi[! u ~P hwpl{p ObpJ?n 
WlljWUll'lWU ll'll{bg hwqwpwl{np qwru.lwl(wu hwJbrafl, npnug dwnwGqGbnfi WJUOP 
L{ul11whbtfl m hwpq.wpdwCi 2Wrtw.ewgpfitna bCi WJU bplfp)'l L. f'lpbOg ObpqpmuntJ. 
tflnfuhwlllmgnul bCi u.fWli.Jbp)'l m hWJJ'IbJ1J'I trwtutnfl.J21:! Utlbnf14wJpu: 

Ubf1 ctnqmlnLflll[! pwpdp t q.QwhwLI'InLil hwmLtwUibU Ullbf1ft4wJj"l tuwrtW11.Wf1WP 
2wCipbnn LbllCiWJ)'lCi 'lwpwpwrJ.p flJOqrp 4wpq.wt{np!lwCi hwpgnt.ll: UbCiE wrtnJ)nLl'i buQ, nfl 
wqwlll wuutbLm Uull'll{wowzOnnh WUOUlW(lbLJ'I nnwt{nLlie[!. W(lllWflnLp.JmO[i m 
tizilwJ1UlnLpJnt.Ci[! hwl').pw(iw~bCi, k rtwpwpwqp pwqllw1Wf11WP nL hbpnuw4wfi 
hwjnL~JnLU[! qmfip n£1 fuwrtW!l ltJwu,e(! UfWUib(iwljw(i hnqnLtl' t.nwpw6wzf12W0tJ hwpLLwO 
ctnrtm{nLf11lCibpj1 hblll brtPWJrtW4wfi pwr~ 4wllbgnrtnLPJWU nL wCi)1JwpwJ1 
hwuwq.nnawltgm~Jwfi llb2: 

UubliwJfi hwJng Uwm Upnn Unt.pp t~llflw6fin 1700-wllJw Lmub tunrwupg 
PWflc'iflJWLfi Uul116n onhfimpjmCiO nL qnpw4gnL~JnL00 ti09 hwjgnul ~bq :;lbp PWf10f1 
wnw~liLnLPJWO llb5( hw(jm(j Ullbpp4WJP UpWQJWL uwhwGqfil:ipp hwpwlllL. fuWil.WrJ., 
w~whm! nt. pwj1qwl{wt:i ~JWCig~: Ullbfi: 
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