
•• G~d.,;y Responds With Statement on New Parish in Georgia 
NEW YORK, N.Y. - The Prelacy Executive 

Counc11 has issued the followmg statement on 
the establishment of a new parish in Atlanta, 
Ga .. 

For many years the small rmenian com
mumty 1n Atlanta, Ga., was an example of a 
unified act1on, w1th all 1ts members working 
under the umbrella of the Armen1an Independ-
ent Cultural Association of Atlanta (AICAA) . 

The executive body of this associatiOn 
always 1nvited clergy from both the D1ocese 
and the Prelacy alternately to offer religious 
services, to the satistaction of all. 

In September 1986, Archbishop Mesrob 
A 1an, "Preiate, v1s1ted the community by the 
1nvitat1on oitiieAICAAand dur ng h1ssermons 
as well as 1n informal conver at1ons encour
aged the community members to preserve the 
existing structure, and suggested that the1r 
commun1ty should spearhead a pilot project of 
a un1f1ed parish where10 small communities in 
the U.S. could become a model of unity and 
cooperat1on. 

Unfortunately, th1s principle was violated by 
the D1ocese recently, when D1ocesan pansh 

council was set up agamst the expressed 
wishes of the majority of those present at a 
commun1ty meeting . 

When during the said meetmg many people 
suggested to form a coallt1on pansh counc1l 
composed of two representatives from the DIO
cese, two from the Prelacy and one neutral 
10div1dual, the visitmg clergyman reoresentmg 
the D1ocese commented that "We are not 1n the 
business of sellmg m1xed vegetabl(lS " 

Under these Circumstances, at the request of 
the ma)onty of the members of the Atlanta 
commun1ty, the Prelacy Execut1ve Council has 
decided to appo10t a temporary Board of Trus
tees under the JUriSdiCtion of the Prelacy, com
posed of the followmg mdividuals: 
1) Armen Gheblik1an, 2) Mrs. Siran Meguenan, 
3) Ms. Barbara Telallan, 4) Mr. Arshag Ohan
Ian, 5) Mr. Bedros D1doyan. 

The function of th1s Board of Trustees w111 be 
to organ1ze the community and hold Jpen elec
tions for a permanent Board of Tru tees. 

The visiting pastor of the new com,.,>Jnlty 1s 
Very Rev Shahe Panoss1an . 


