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VARTANANK 

AN ARMENIAN EPIC 

The hiotory of Armonia i o full of gre" t expl oits a nd grlllldiose event s 
which h ove b e en transmitt e d through tho genera tion s oince as early ee 835 B.C . 

Howa da ys, ell tho Armenians around tho glob e celebrate in unison every 
year in Lho month of February ito most im portant epic, comme mora ting tho 
groa t Va r t e n and his bra vo army . 

" It wo o in the yea r of grace r,r,8 .•• • " With the oo wurd o, the groa t 
Annoni on poe t Alishan started Ilia narration or the VA ilTANAlfK 'epic . 

Varton Hami gonJ.an ( or l~ o mJ.koni a n ) wao an Armeni an ge ne ral who ha d in 
hie credit mor e th n forty victori o end no de f ea t i n hi e s rvico with t ho 
friendly Pe r si a n army and yet fou ght tho Persians to de fend hi e Faith , hl.o 
Peopl e ond ll.l.e Homeland. Tho fJ ght woe again at Yo zda(lerd tho Second , King 
or Pe r s ia curna.med 11 Chah-e n-Chnh 11 or tho king o r kingo , who rul e d from 438 
to 457 A.D. and who wont e d to turn all the Arm enians to fire-wor ohippers. 
Bains ths fir s t a s a notion t o ha ve convert e d to Chri s tianity, the Arme nians 
were enj oying the pure ne ss of b e haviours end Lhe rules of tho orJ gina l morale 
of Chr:l. o l i nity. 

Beli e vi ng in tho ntr eng th of hie a r my and tho imp r e ssive number of 
el e pha nts in dread of the Roman l e gion s , Yezdnge rd i ssue d a decree t o tho 
A nnenians or de r i ng the m t o wor nhip 11 Hn zda 11 • 

Tho Arm e nian s t ook this thre a t ve ry s e ri ously and at once call e d fo r a 
meeting in A rdach nd ( Arta xada ) , the c apitol of lhe Ardashesi an ki ngdom 
f ound e d in 1 80-160 B.C . Am ong those present we re th l:a tholicos Jl o v s ep, 
the Archpri es t Ohe von t, tho gr ea t general Vart nn ( tl1e good SUY ) , Va 6llg 
Syoo ni ( the bad guy ) , a nd ma ny princes , b:l.shop s , p riests a nd gr a t othe r 
nobl e p e r sonaliti es . As a r esult o:t the mee ting , an a n s we r was s e nt t o 
Yazd a g r d, in which they r e fuse d to betray their faith in Chri s l:l.oni ty . 

Yazda e;e rd wac ve ry ang ry. He called all th e r ecponslblc A rm o ninna 
and no bl me n t o moot wilh him in Dzbon wh e re he inte rrogate d lh om a nd threa
t e ne d to ki ll all o f them and burn lhc " s mall Arme n:l.a 11 unle ss the y ga v e up 
their r eligion. Vartan stoppe d f orward and as the cpokesm~n of th e Arme-
nians said : 11 0 Chnh-e n-Che h I the great and mo s t powe rful, my fr:l.ends 

11 ond I hove alwa ys been and still a r e ve ry f a ithful t o y ou ond 
11 I am alwa ys r eady to serve yo u to c on'lu c r your e nne mi r.o and 
11 enl a r ge your kin gdom. Our foi th in Chris t, ou r cul tut·o 11 nd 
11 our way o r living bel ong t o nobody but ourcolves and no one 
11 ha s the ri ght to cl o r u s away from them , wh a t e ve r powerful 
11 he might be . Nobody will forc e u s , because o f tl1reo l s , to 
11 chango the f a ith wo l ea r n t wh en we were chil dre n a nd I woul d 
11 r a th e r die than b e tray my f aith . 11 

Yazdagerd go t extremely furi ou s . Seeing his r eaction, t he Arme nia n 
nobl eme n oslced hi ~n for l imo t o h:l. nk and moko n doc i slon, Ao Yazdace rd 



could become uncontrollably nasty , the A.rmenio.ns decided to pre tend to conver t 1 

th en return to Armenia where lhey would either s tart a r ebellion or leave t he 
country, All agreed wilh the decision except Vartan. They tri ed to persu-
a de him, but he was obstinate . They repeated their .Pleas and said to him 
" Vieualiz.e tho weeping o f the mothero and the laments of the chlldr n, a nd the 
coptivity ot t he old . All theoe thing s may happen if we do not return to our 
homeland. " Dut Vart an was s till refusing and said ; " I cannot betrny my 
faith on account o f my wife and children, " As a last resort, the Armenia n 
noblem en bruught the Oo spel and swo r e on it that they would remnin loya l t o 
their failh once they returned to Armenia . With tears i n hls oyeo , Va rton 
ngreod l o pretend to betrpy Christianity . 

The noblemen went be fore Ya:l'degerd a nd a nnounced to him t ha t they decided 
lo convert from Chris t ianlly, Yazda ge rd was ve ry ha ppy, gave them costly 
gifts ant\ sent Zoroastrian 11agl ( priesta ) t o Armenia t o preac h fi re-worship . 

In the meantime, tho new.s ot th eir decision had 
Armenians rofu ced t o r eceive tho Zoroaatrian pri e sts . 
noblemen mot them in ange r and no one would come nea r 
child, neither son nor princ e. 

r eached Armenia a nd th e 
The relatives o f the 

thP,m , neither wire nor 

When lhe nobl eme n saw t he elat e o f the Armenian peopl e, they immediatel y 
explained that they had onl y pr e tended to convert so that they migh t be able 
to r e turn a nd defend the people who would o therwiGe not ha ve had any leader . 
Secre tly for two yea rn, Vartan was ablo to traJ.n 15 ,000 soldiers . In tho 
meantime, l he Armenians s corned the Hagi whom Yazdagerd had ac nt , and le t 
them go hungry . 1/0body would let a ny one o f them i nto his house. When 
the situation v1as becoming auspicious , the Armenian noblmoen called for a 
meeting t o plan a revolt and prepare t o f igh t Yazdagerd ' s power !U.l army. 
V11rtan 11 migonian was the leade r o f the meeling , and th., porllcipants vowed 
t o fight to tbe death for Chrisllanity and to preserve lheir nation and langua-
ge . The y had no intontion to conquer the invader . But unfortunately , 
Vasag Syoonl , a governor who loved glory and wanted t o become lting Of Armenia 
by maki ng fri ends with Yazdagcrd, was also pre sent . Soon after the meeting, 
Va sog ga ve to Yazdagerd hla message which ha stened the e vents . 

ln the op ring of 1,51, tho Persian army of more than 250,000 well traine<l 
soldi e r s as ~ell eo many elephants and wa r carriages, s tarted lhoir j ourney to-
wa rda Arm enia . Beside hie 15 ,000 soldiers, Vartan had 35,000 volunteers . 
( Some olcl Armenian song quotes sixty thousand behind Va rtan. ) Tloa Catholi
coa llo vsop and the her oic priest Obevont we re both in the Armenian r a nlta . 
On the night before the battle , the Armenian army was full of inspira t ion , 
they were s lrengthened by the love of self-sacrifice , a nd stayed a wake all 
night, proyi ng a nd e ncouraging one another . The Divine Litur y and prAyers 
worn off P. r ed and a11 the aoldicra t ook communion. The Elder Ohevont delive-
red an inspired sermon and Var t an added with a speech encournging hi s t r oops . 

~'he bottle l as ted one da y ln Armenia on the bonks o f the river Dughmoad 
in t he field of Ava r ayr. The Armenian soldiers excelled with bra ver y during 
tho fighting. Four thousand Persian soldiers were killed whil e the Armenians 
had lost Vortan and si xteen hundred from which a bout six hundred wore soldiPro, 
the r 10aining being bravo vol unteers . With the deat h o f Varta n , Ute ertoy 
opread 1n the neighbouring mountains and i n spite lhot the bn ttlo wns won by 
the Peralnna , Vartan 's army has ne ve r been considered as de feat ed nor under
es timated sinc e tho ultimate dt·eams of Yazdagerd to conqu er Conot on tjnople a nd 
then Rome w re no t realised a s he could not advance while lea ving beh;l nd him 
the strong and brave Arme nian a rmy . 

Armenia remained ln the fo.ith thot Saint Gregory t he Illuminator had 
i mpl an t ed ln the heart o f her children; tho Armenian culture waa sa ved together 



with the Alphabet of St . Mearob Mashdotz, and the good behaviours and tra
ditions or the Armenians remained unchanged , 

As for Va sag Syooni , be and his followers were found among the per-
sian army during the battle fighting agains t the Armenians . Yazdagerd 
did not search long to discover be was a hypocrite and traitor a! his own 
peopl.o . He cond emned him to jail where be died or an atrocious sickness. 

The Armenians have proven to themselves that they can defend bravely 
their Faith against powerful tyranny, and that they can lose a battle but 
never die. They can go through au ffering , but they will uever sacrifice 
their rights . 

Moreover , those sixteen hundred children of Avarayr have proven to 
the world that civiliza tion existed many centuries before those nations »ha 
called themselves civilized , si nc e fifteen centuries later, year for year, 
in 1948 at the United Nations headquarters in Paris, the r esolution or the 
"Universal Declarat:l.oo of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms" was adop
ted unanimously by 43 members who were present . ( Russ:l.a , Czechoslovakia 
and Poland were absent . ) 

In our prayer to the All-Mi ghty, we in Atlanta thank Him that we live 
in a country be e H Rig ts are eepected by Law, and ask Him to give 
every one or us th9 necessary st rength in our difficult times . A v&ry 
spec:l.al prayer !or our present Catbolicoa Vasken i.n Armenia , may Christos 
Asdwadz give him the powe r and •~sdom be needs to guide all the Armenians 
to maintain the honour, because i.f our honour i.s ~ru shed down , our f athers 
and ancestry w:l.ll nover forgive us and we shall not be able to say : 

" I A. M T 11 E GR ANDSON 0 F V A R T A !I T H E GRE AT" 
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The celebration or Serpot= Vartanantz Zoravarantzen :l.s usually on a 
thursday in mid-February according to the Armenian Church calendar. 

Excepti.onally this year, it :l.s on Monday the eleventh because or the 
advanced date of this year's Easter, 


