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, ; 1 ",Novembe~ of, ,.1988, inviting clergy from both t~e Diovese and Prelacy jurisdictions. 
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:• j .: After .. t~e:,Liturgy'•a ~ahksgiving dinner was served in the church hall to 
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: • I ~iuncil.l Th~ followi~g individuals were elected: Haroot Aghasarkisian, Bedros Dido, 

I,,, . Ar~ Dostouri~, · Maro Gheblikian, Sona Maghdoussian and John Pomakinn. · 
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· ·Th~ .:hithe~to,,sepa~ate Arinenhin Church :cou'n~i!';·of Atl~ta de~i-~~d.·t~ unify their 
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efforts in working ·towards the eventual establishment of an Armenian parish in the 
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Atlanta area. This was an unprecedented move, since no other Armenian community 
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' in the United States ''or Canada had taken such a radical, yet constructive, step. 
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·Letters of support and eaeouragement were received from many groups and individuals, 
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r'lbe 'pn,l,f~e~: Council, a~ one point, decided to take an even more radic·~-~- .~tep 
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matter of time (hopefully) before t he two jurisdictions indeed became one. 

Accordingly, a petit i on signed by over fifty individual s was s ent to each bishop . 

The Prelacy answered positively , officially recognizing the Uni fied Council . On the 

other hand, the Diocese, after repeated requests, communi cated that its bi shop 

would address the issue soon , since he was planni ng a visi t to tlanta. Unfortun ately , 

nei t her the bishop ' s visit nor his answer was realized. 

In all fairness , i t should be said that t he Prelacy f ound it e as i er to give 

a positive answer, , since it had never cons i dered Atlanta as its field of 

missionary endeavor. On the other hand, from the early 1970's tlanta's Armenian 

community had seen regular and cons istent visits from Diocese bishops and priests, 

with the intent of establishing a parish in the city. Therefor ,the Diocese always 

fe lt that Atlant a was its own preserve, and t he relacy tacitly acquiesced to that 

arrangement . Neve rtheless, t he Unified Church Council, SUpported by the vast majority 

of the community, believes that jurisdictional issues should be put aside, and that 

both the Diocese and the Prelacy should take a magnanimous appr oach and work out 

a compromise in accordance with t he interests of the Armenian f ai t hful of Atl anta. 

it is indeed unfortunate t hat recently a few individuals of the community 

have t aken it upon themselves to go against the wishes of the majority and have 

formed a separate church council under the jurisdiction of the Di ocese. The ir 

action has ·not only caused much cons ternation and dismay in t h Arme nian community 

of the city , bu al so has jeopardized years of painstaking wor and struggle 

to unify our people in Atlanta , as well as become an example t the Armenian 

communities in t he United States and Canada. 

Ara Dostourian 



ARA DOSTOURIAN 
WEST GA. COLLEGE 
CAR'., . TON, GA 3011 

r 


