
PARISH COUNCIL REPoRT - 1974 

During 1974 the Parish· Council held 26 meetings and one Special Parish 
M~~~. . 

We record with sorrow the loss of six members and one benefactor. 
Several visiting clergymen celeb~ated the Divine Ia.turgy or preached in 

our church, including our former pastor, His Grace Bishop Karekin Kazanjian, . 
the Rt. Rev. Bishop James Mathet-rs, COIIll1Ulilder Eli Takesian, Chaplain, u. s. Navy, 
and Rev. Tan Torosian. 

The Assyrian community in Washington used our church:·when their bishop 
visited Washington. He celebrated the Divine Liturgy and performed two baptisms. 

Also members of the Ethiopian Embassy held a wedding . ceremony and reception 
in our church. 

In Januar,y His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, the Primate, visited 
our church and met with the Parish Council and members of the Diocesan legate 
Council. 

Delegate to the Diocesan .Assemb=!,y 
When our membership reached 126, a second delegate, in the person of 

Mr. Abraham Bodurian, was confirmed by the Diocese and was duly seated at the 
72nd Annual AssemblY of the Diocese ill May. 

CULTURAL PROGRAMS 
The Parish Council resolved that frequent cultr~al-prcgrams be given to 

our parishioners. Accordingly the following events '\<era held: 
An art exhibition presenting the pamtings of Kristine Saleri of Istanbul, 
a special program for the c anmemoration or Martyrs 1 Day, 
a CBS film marking the eighth centenar,y of St. Nersess Shnorhali, 
a ~ner theatre by the ACYO, . 
an Amateur Artists• Show will be held next week. 

In addition, the church was host to an art exhibition of Iao Sarkisian, 
sponsored by the Knights of Vartan. 

All these events were enthusiastically received and well attended. 

Installation of Book Stall 
This was an innovation. The Book Stall served a Ill\lch needed pu..""J)ose 

helpmg to disseminate our cultural values by making available Armenian books 
and records to members and guests. 

Special Events , 
. Spacial activities included our annual Father's Day picnic in June; our 

annual bazaar, headed by Mr. Jerry Hekimian; a banquet on June 15th celebrating 
the tenth anniversary of our church, presided over by His Eminence Archbishop 
Torkom Manoogian. His Eminence remained in Washington for three days, when he 
met l-ti.th the executive members of all the subordinate bodies to hear their 
progress reports or suggestions, and he presented them with crnsses. His 
Eminence also met with members of the Diocesan Iegate 1 s Council. 

A dinner was tendered to His Grace Bishop Karekin Kazanjian, in July. 

Buildin~ Improvements 
A closat in the Bap-tistry for vesbnents, a linen closet in the kitchen, 

a new canopy over the 42nd St. entrance, were bu.i.lt. The sanctuary, auditorium, 
and adjacent rooms were repainted, the three atairoolls were carpeted, the 
nurser,y was redec OI'ated. The broken stained-glass lfindow in the Baptistry is 
now in the course of repair. · · 

Estimates were taken to build a wall around the church grounds, which 
ranged from $4,350 to $10,281, but t..l}e cost was considered too high and it was, 
therefore, tentatively decided to plant .shrubs instead, possibly in the Spring. 



... ' 

For reasons of economy 1 the telephone extensions were removed f;oom the 
Parish Council room, the Babigan residence; the pay phone from the hall.was. 
also removed. 

Membership 
, Church membership has increased scmewhat over last year-. · ··As of, todaY', · · 

Jal'luary>l5, ~".1.97.5;;· :We:.have ·· ·. · . · ·. · .. ; ::, , ~ ., .: .. · f· ·:;~: .: r·~; · " ·,:~< .. ;:,< ~ ~:·:·.·;· . · ·· · ·· 
- ... ' .. · ..... : lo6 members~ .f'ully. paid-up ·.for-3.974·;:·.·:} · .. ·;.' . ;·~ ·' 
. ".: .· .. ~-~ ;: .. : 2lt·regular members, not·yet fully:·pai'd up for-1974' 
' .. ' ' -:. -:" .:. 130. ;:. . ::: : .. ' . : ,.·. ·.· ...... '. . " .. ' .. ' ... :·: . ': . ; ... : .. :·: .. i. · .. '. . ': . i . :. . ~ ... 

plus 12 members who are em•olled but have paid only small sums. 

ACYO. < · .. ;-- .. - ·:. '_·:_: '. '. --~: '. •:· :;.~:· < ::: ·•.·:-: ·: '". ·: -· · ... ".· ~:':. -.- .. _:. 

- ,'Th~. AdYO. has. mac1El: sigh:i.ficant: progress in increased~· acti vitiesj: · church 
at.~.~~"ID.~~~:: ~~·nieiilP~Z:~~~:P~~:,:; ::; .' ·: ; ... · :·~:~ .·;·: _ .••. : ._:_·, ;.· .·::. ':' ·. :_- · ·. · .. : .·_, -::.~ .. '( - .·;--. 

' :. 

~ci~··sch6ol : _ ~·:: < · _· ··. _ ,.. · -~ ·' ;._ ;< -. .-.>. ·· .. , · · 
The SUiiday School neeas: our· support:'most lirgent:cy-'~ . An imperative· need 'is' 

adequate space . .for classrooms ·ana priyacy •. This can only be obt.irl.Iied by_,. 
building an· ·Juinex to the ·aX:i.'sting ·churcll'·hiq.J.; : .·. · .:. · - ·· · , .. : :.·· ·. - ·' . 

' .... (. ·"'·' . ~ . . . .. . 
; . '•. ;_ · . . : ( 

Ne~- :pds-tbr··; · .·.·.; · ·' · · ·; '.. · ·- . . : ·. ·: -' .. :.;' :: •· · · · . : ~- . , . , ., '·· ·, 
·'OorrespOridenc(fw~s >e'Xch:anged With· the· riiocese~concerri:ing·the ·assigmnent·of 

a new pastor to St. Mary' s. The· matter is' still; 'pe!nding~ : :' · : . · .. : · · : < · · 

Dioces~ Dues and st:. Vnrtan Stewards · : · · :· ..., · ... _.,. '/ .. ~ · . 
. ·The · ~?~-~se.;~ag_·-~~s~~: \)~. ann':la~: .~s.s<?~s~~nt.· ~o $~~~87.5~·~~ :·~~r;'f~~c.hi 1:9.?5. 

This sum ·rs reduced·: by· $1oo·.oo·.for each St~ ·Vartan steward.· Jn1 '~974 we werEl 
credited with $1,000.00 for ten stewards. '.· · · ·: .--:.'··•·,/.' · -.. · .· .. · :-,· ~··i : .. ' · · .. ' 

.Cyprus >- · .·,·. ··:.. ... :·. ·. • .. ·. · · ,<~ :. · ., 

· As directed by the ~ocese, the pastor and Parish Council members cooper-
ated l-dth.the 9re~k c~unity to aid in their efforts in behalf of the victims 
o.f the Cyprus'·· iri:vas:ton ~ ::. ' ·~;. ' .. ; 

. . . . -.. : ' : ~;' . ~ . ~· •. ;., .- : . ' .... 
Baltimore Community _ .: :··: : ·: ·,_ ::'>. ·, · · 

As directed by the Pr-lmate, plans are \md.er way to hold 'Pari.odic serVices in 
an Episcopal· church in Baltimore for the benefit of the growing Armenian 
community there. · 

Jhotographs 
For the first time in years the Parish Council and Choir had official· 

photographs taken by Mr. Harry Na.ltchayan, who kindly donated them. 

Listing of Gifts 
The Pastor and Chair.man undertook the task of identif.ying all non-monetary 

gifts to the church, which the chairman is recordUlg in a .card file, later to 
be entered, in chronologic:~l:·:ords.r; 1n a pemanent;·bo:ok.; . '.. . <. . .. .. . ' . ·. t . ; 

''• ' •• ·:·'·.: ,j'·.:·: ·.:~:-.~--~-:. ",_ •. ~·:·:· -, ' ·•. 

Bus on Church Parking Lot · .... :::·' -: .. · .. ·' · · · 
· · The Heights catholi9 School .to£. Boys·rented-sozr.e .of our parking space and 
paid $2.5o.oo in ad:vance .for si:lhn.onti:isi: tent~:· . .--'·.- .. 

.•. 
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·:-Parking Lot of-Bank::: ,, : <' •. "· ".·.: .. , -;_ .•.. ;~_;;::'.::....... • ·;-· ._. ' 

Neighbors having opposed the construction of- a. par_king lo~ ·by the. b~k 
across the street, the liork·was hal~ed~. We we~e in"!i.t.ed. to·a hearl.rig. We . 
testified iri.>favor of t~e PCI:I'king:lot,.:the--:Wo~):{_._wa~:~_re~:umed;and -is :p.ow almost 
conpleted. The Bank informe·d us that·we may use. this parking lot on Sundays. 

Metro 
·· ~ .;· .:-· .. ~. . t ·• ·· ·.- : .. :·: F·: .i ~- ·v·-~ :,. • ':. • • • ;. ~ ~-- .<1 j~ 

The Transit ·Authority notified us of hearlngs in connec.tl.on.'w.tth. t,he 
;· projected Me~:r;-o .s:tation: at Tenley Ci:i;'cle and a 11etro r<?Ute .,throughYuina .s·~reet. 

The Yuma Street residents ·had ins-t.ituted a Suit arid.halted.'construc~ion._. 
Therefore, hearings were .held to discuss alterna:Hve routes~ 'one of :which ... 
would be along Fessenden Street to Wisconsiri Avenue, with vents and air-. 
·conditioning; StC3,ti~ns:located near. our .church. ,.·This was .of seribus concern 
to our-church.· ,.... , ~· · .. · ·. · . ·:~ ... · '·. ·. · ·, . · ' · 

· We attended two hearirigs.in.·order; if ·.nece.ssaey~ 't();p~ prepare~:l:to ~ ·. 
defend the interests of otir church. . . . . . ;, .·.. . .. . . . . . . .· . . 

FinallY, the Board rUled in favor ~f the,Tenley'Circle stat~o~ and a 
metro route along Yuma Street •.. '.rhis:is how the matter .stands nbw,· pending 
a new sU.it by the Y'l.-ma Street residents."· . · · · ·· ... : · ' .: .. 

• • • • .. • • '· • . ·~ . • ~ ~ • • ' .. J • .. : .: ~ '· .• 

Acknowledgments . · ·· .. : ,. ~: ... , . _. . . :. . · .. · .•. . . . . ·: . 
' _ .. ~. :- The Paris~ Council ow:ishes .to ac~f?awledge ~th thank~. :the -cooperation 
":-·of· the· subordinate bodies of'. the church, a;u parisbibners, and·f'riends,. 

who helped us in' our endeairors •..... ·, : :· < . : ·.-: .:. . -·:' . : - ' ' ' .. 
. ... ~ . ~ .: - .' . ~ . . : ; : ' ' ~ 

,· . ' ·:' . ·, 

.. • : .. 

Report completed 
· January. :1.5, 1975 

·.·' 

'·; '~ .. ~' ... ' 

·.L ··'· . ' ,,·.t 

I Respectfully ·submitted, : 
~ . .· .··. ~ . ;. ·• .. . . .. . . . . ,_. - ~ . 

(: s~. 'f. • . Es.sei'iap·,: Chairman :_.· 
·Parish COuriCil ~ . . ' --~ 
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