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St. Mary’'e Armenian Apostolic Church
Washington, D.C.
Minutes of the Farish Assembly
Sunday, January 29, 198%

The Annual Farish Asseably of Bt. Mary’'s Armenian Apostolic
Church of Washington, D.C. was called to order at 12:40
p.m.in the SBanctuary by Lucy Murad, Chairperson, Farish
Council. Fr. VYVertanes Kalayviian offered a special praver in
memory of Sarkis George Semerjian, Guros Azderian, Descon
Arshavir Hovannesseian and Thomas Kouwlakijian., The opening
praver was then said in unison. This was +tollowed by a roll
call of voting members. 95 voting members were present out
of 1&8 voting members, constituting a quorum.  Dean
Shahinian for the Nominating Commitites conducted the
election of the Tivan. Mominatione were taken from the floor
for offices of Chairman and Secretary of the Assembly. With
& secret ballot, the following were elected: Chairman: Dr.
Edward Onanian (31), Fauwl Mwrad (22}, Dr. Charles Eumbkumian
{1): Secretary: Elizabeth Kavaian (44), Raffi Karahisar {(1).

DPL nant an expressed thanks for the honoe and privilege of
serving the assembly and proceeded with the agenda. He

destgnated Dean Shahinian asg Parliamentarian.

The agenda was sccepted.

Minutes of the 1988 Assembly: 1988 minutes were approved as
presented. : ' : '

Minutes of the 1988 Special Asseqbly March 6,1988: George
Derderian, offered the follawing substitute language in
absentia for paragraph two "Mr. George Derderian presented
slides of drawings prepared three vears ago and are the
result of fouwr to five vears of effart. The sanctuary
rencvation effort has been in enistence for eight vears".
There being no objections to this change, it was approved.
Mr. Derderian alsc proposed the inclusion of the following
etatement..."the moticon which was approved included a
deadline for completion of the work. That deadline was June,
1988". This was not approved.

Mominating Committee Report: Dean Shaninian outlined the
duties of the following positions:Parisbh Council, Diocesan
Delegate, Nominating Committee, Auditing Committee. The full
list of nominees for the election is attached. Mres. Harad
remarked that at the last FParish Council meeting, it was
decided that the Alternate Dicocesan Delegate would be the
representative to the Diocesan Committee on the 73th
Anniversary of the Genocide. Nominations for office were
closed after the following actions:nominations from the
floor for Arut FKoseian and Arto Hovhannessian for positions
o the Parish Council; the withdrawal by Armen Garabedian
and Edward Onanian from the slate for Diocesan Delegate

and




the withdrahalro¥ Earen Oates from the slate for Auditing
Cammittes.

Fastor ‘s Report:Der Hayr expressed his gratitude to the
cangregation for the productive year. He is proud and
gratified that this community came through for special
projects, especially the Earthguake and that donations are
2till coming in, &nd, that even though we were not orgsanized
to handle it, the hard work done by many parishioners is
evident. He stressed the mutual dependence we have on each
other and on the Chuwrch. We have had a successtul vear with
the dedicated members of the Farish Council under the
leadership of Lucy Mwrad. She has accomplished alot of
unfinished business such as the Library., and the computer.
We had a successful  Bazaar and Rug Sale. Cultuwal and
religious activities were all in order. There is room to do
more and hopefully next year we will continue in the same
tradition. We had both excitement and tragedy this past
vear, that is, Karabagh and the Esrthguake. It will be an
historic ooccasion when the two Catholicoi are present
together in Mew York when Vehapar Masken I will celebrate
the Badarak and deliver the sermon and Vehapar Karekin I3

from Antelias will deliver & special message. For our

purposes, there are a few outstanding issues that will
hopefully be clarified during Vehapar ‘s visit., One that is
receiving much attention with universal appeal iz the
post—guake orphan situation. We will hopefully have
clarified how to become benefactors or guardlane of these
children.

The Farish'’'s ad-hoc committes for the Eaxrthguake will be
auwgmented and given & permanent status for & vear so that
they will carry on and coordinate out activities with the
e There will be a report later from Vaughn Savian on the
financixl contributions to this point.

The witten report was acceplted as presented.

Farish Council:Fresented by Lucy Murad, Chesirperson, Farish
Council. This was a financially successful vear ending with
the budget $9,000.00 in the black. She thanked &11 FC
maembers and volunteers on special projects, especially
Shnorhali with new editors Mark Erikorian and Grace
Shahinian, Dir. Sccrates Bovajian for computer exnpertise,
Bazrazar and Rug Sale volunteers. The report wae accepted as

- presented.

Diocesan Deleqgate:Presented by Dr. Onanian. The wwitten
report was accepted as presented. Der Havr reguested Dr.
Onanian to amplify on the effort for unity. Dr. Onanian
reported that the Diocesan Unity Committee met with members
of the Frelacy Executive LCouncil in late October and on
December 10, 1288. The next meelting is scheduled for
February 4, 1989%. ‘
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on finances for the Aroenian Diccese Earthquake Fund.
Through last week deposits totalled F289,289.09. Transfered
ta the Diocese on January 6,9, and 26, 19289, was a total of
£285, 000,00, Eupenses were as follows: printing—F$F934.00,
Mashington Poast ad-%100.00, postage-$826.00, misc.
expenses—FSa. 00. The halance is ¥2368.00. Interest
accrued-—-£115.00,. Approximately 100 checks are still
undepnst ted with approximate value of 8,000,000, Gross
receipte are approdimately $£300,000,00, Most of the
donations have been from non-Armenians. Almost 3000 checks
lkave bheen processed.

Mr. Sayian thanked his wife Jean, and Dr. Socretes Bovaiian
for their assistance. Out of this vast reservoir of
donations, there has been only one bounced check for $11,50,
The largest donations were frrom a couple in Lawrel, Marvland
for 10, QOO.00 and & man in Virginia $for $5,500,00, Letters
of rnnflrmattun/apnrPclut1mn went to all donore whm had an
address on their check or envelope.

A gquestion arose as to how the money will be distributed in
Yerevan. Dr. Onanian reported that no money will leave the
Diocese until we gelt instructions from Vehapar VYasken and
then only with the consent of the Diocesan Council.

Building Fund Committee: The witten report was acqebted a%
presented.

Treasurer 's Report and Froposed Budoet for 198%9:4rthur
Gmartian, Treaswer, Parish Council, presented the report.

The memorandum of undarﬁtandinq between the Farish Council
of St. Mary’'s Armenilan Apostolic Chureh of Washington, D.C.
and Reverend Vertanes Kalaviian was approved as presentecd.

The treaswer reviewed the proposed budget which was
approved as presented. Approved alomg with the budget was
the following proposal by the Parish Council calling for the
transfer of F10,000.00 to the Armenian Church Endowmendt
Fund. :
Froposal 1. With the intention of beqgueathing the fruits
of past and present efforts to the benefit of fubture
generations in our church, we propose that an Endowment
Fund be established at the Diocese for 5t. Marv's Armenian
Church, to be initiated by the budgeted allocation of
F#10,000 aperational surpluse frrom the calender vesr 1988.
The Fund principal will be caretully preserved and grown
by means of voluntary cantr1buLzmnu, aptianal allocastions
from operational swpluses determined by the Farish
Council, and optional retention of earnings as determined
vearly by the Parish Council.

There were six charitable fund outlave in 1988 totalling
F1,410.00,

D, Onanian invited Col. Victor Arzoomanian to report on
contributions to the ACEF., Col. Arzoomanian thanked Der
Hayr For hie support and words of wisdom since he beqan his
e e oaes PFEveses b e Y e e - om0 - Y2 £ <o



have contributed funds for the benefit of &t

close to 500 donors with about #8 million in assets. He
thanked Cpl. George Juskalian and Mre. Mary Perkins for

their collaboration as= Farieh Coordinastors. He mentioned
several parishioners as well as Der Hayr and Yeretzgin who

Mary s,




The Treasurer ' s report was accepted.

I feapmnae e & guestion, Dest- Hayr amplified his répért o
hie activities ad the Visting Pastor of Atlanta, Georgila.

Oraanizational Reports

Women' s Guild:Yeretzgin Kalayiian presented & summary of the
repart. She announced that 8t. Marv’'s Women's Guild was the
firet runner-up in a national contest sponsored by the
blomern's Guild Centiral Committes to see which group had
performed best in devising new sctivities. The first prize
went to the WG of the Holy Martyre Armenian Charch, Bavside,
New York which is & very larage chuwrch. 8he expressed her
pride and thanks to all members. The witten report was
accepted as presented. '

Sunday School:The written report was accepted as presented.

CheirsPresented by Karen OGmartian. The group has plans for &
epecisal vocal and musical recital on April 23, 1989 to ‘
cammenarate Martyr ‘s Dav. The witten report was accepted as
presented. . '

ACYQO Jr—Br: Nm‘repreaentatives were present.

- Shnorhali:Fresented by Grace Bhahinian. SBhe thanked &1l of

the contributing editors, Der Hayr, Lucy Murad, donors {for
expenses, advertisers and others for their kind words of
encouragement for the new Shnorhali. The paper has raised

ahout $1,200,00 for the Church. Der Hayr appealed to the

congregation to add $25.00 esach to their annual pledge for
the maintenance of the excellent guality of the Chuwrch
publication, '

Avalb Societv:iAnn Havookian presented a summary. F200.00 was
donated to the Church. Steering Committee members: Margaret
Garabedian, Roseann Alexander, Ogdse D'Gulian, Vergin
Sahalian, Elizabeth Kevorkian, and Alice Kumbkumian arrange
morntly social-cultural activities and lunchepns for senior
citizens. The report was acceplted.

My Einemen Program:This program, initiated by the Diccese,
calls on local parishioners to provide temporary housing and
assilstance to newcomers to the community, especixlly
students. The report by Mary Vartabedian in a recent
Shnorhali i current.

Bookstore: The written report was accepted as presented.

St. Mary's Armenian Chhweh Balian LibrarvaPresented by Baffy
Kayvaian. The Library continues to grow. She emphasized her

wiltlingness to meet the people’'s nesds for Library services

at any time. She strongly encowraged more use of the
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coellection by the congregation, as much of what is available
here iz not available anywhere else. The witten report was

accepted as presented with one correction. The collection of
Armeni an patente ie complete prior to 1920,

Armenian Schoolspresented by J. Hekimian., The report was
accepted.

Armeni an Church Endowment Fund:Mary Ferkine reported. hNo
further . guestions.

Qld Businescinone.

New Business:lucy Murad presented an explanation of the

fallowing proposal offered by the PO
Froposal 2. Wheresas certain parishioners advocated the
purchase of recently available property adioining the
church grounds and, the advecacy being favorably received
hy the Parish Council, were reguested to demonstrate their
enthusiasm and advance thelr cause by preparing answers to
a set of relevant gquestions: and, whereas the catastrophic
exrthguahke of 1988 deterred the resolve of those good
parishioners and inhibited fulfillment of their best
intentions, we propose that & ZF-—-member standing committes
for the exploration, analysis and recommendation of real
gestate and other investment opportunities for Bt. Mary's
Farish be appointed by this Assembly for a period of one
Year .

Much discussion ensued sbout the language of the proposal
and about the use of the house should it be puwchased. It
was moved and approved to delete the phrase "and other
investment”o on line eight in the original proposal and to
frave the FC appoint members of a Real Estate Committee for a
one-year period. The proposal was accepted as amended.

George Derderian presented in absentia the following
proposal for a long range internal and external master plan
for sanctuary renovation:

Froposal 3. Resolved that & long-range master plan be
prepared for the internal and external renavation of the
church sanctuary. Such a plan shall include:
Internal renovation that is whole in design and concept
and assuwes Armenian architectural design feastuwres for
the alter and sanctuary. '

External design that carries an Ormenian church tvpology
ard is compatible with the existing church structure
complesx.
Access for the handicapped asnd elderlwvy.
Improved access for funerals.

The plan shall be developed by a Sanctuary Renovation

Committee selected by the Parish Council. The Sanctuary
Fenovation Cogmmittes shall aetud s < o+ ox R :



designs and approaches through review of drawings and
dizlogue with those responsible for the development of
prior designs before proceeding with the development of
architectural designs and long-range plans.

Funding for this project shall be limited to 2,000, which
is the prigr limit set by the Parish Assembly: and may be
expanded by no more than $2,000 additional sum by the
consent of the FParish Council.

A discussion ensued about non-notification of members of an
earlier committes of its informal disscolution. Another
discussion took place re the waord “"prior" in the third line
of paragraph two of the proposal and an ammendment was
offered and accepted to delete the word. The proposal was
then accepted as amended, without the word "prior" in the
third line.

Auditing Committee: The committes went through the books of
the various Chwreh organizations and found them mostly
correct and in order. Dr. H. Semer jian offered observations
about the state of the financial books of the ACYO Juniors.
The suggestion was to keep close supervision over the ACYOD
Jrr. ‘s accounts. Thanks went to Arthw Omartian for doing a
marvelous ijob keeping track of all the many sccounts and for
doing generally a terrific job. . Onanian asked the
Auditing Committes to see that the ACYD Jr. bookes are in
comformity with other groups. Mrs. Muwrad suggested, and Dr.
Semer iian volunteered to be the responsible adult to monitor
the ACYO Jr. accounts.

The report was accepted as presented.



Election Results: By the Ossembly’'s action today., the Parish
Council will be appointing members to serve on the following
commitiees: Real Estate Commitiees, Sanctuary Renaovation
Committes and an Earthguake Relief Committee.’

Results of the election are as follows: Elected were:

Farich Council: Raffi Sahakyan (42), Arut Koseian (41),
Onnik Janjigian (40), Arto Hovhanessian (38) and Dr. Edward
Bodurian (38&6)-alternate.

Digcesan Deleqate: Dean Shahinian, Esg. (38), Dr. Hratch
Semerjian (19), Dr. Ohannes Sahakian {18) -alternate.

Nominating Committes: Cearl Bararian {(30), Robert George, Jr.
{(29)Y, Shake Babashanian (28), Stepan PMermer (28)-alternate.

Auditing Committee:r Raffi Karahisar 48y, Mary PFPerkins (446),
Levon Andorian {(33), Ravymond Babigan {(20)-alternabe.

Der Hayr responded toc a guestion by Paul FMurad re reguest to
have appreciation dinner for local fire and rescue teams.
The original plan was to have a joint appreciation with the
Armenian Aussaembly, AGRU, and Soorp Khatoech and that Aromen
Garabedian was coordinating . Soorp Ehatch did theirse xlone.
The ad hot committee felt it would be too close to have
another GHE,.WE may have the opportunity for some sort of
presentation if Vehapar Vasken comes to Washington to climax
811 the other events.

Dean Shahinian expressed to Der Hayr collective thanks and
respect of the congregation for his untiring and consistent
guidance, leadership, and enthusiasm during these
unpreuedehted arnd tragic times in ow history.

Der Hayr expressed appreciation to Dr. Sshakian and Dr.
Onanian for their services as Diocesan Delegates in
representing ow Farish honorably. He congratulated the
newly elected Parish Council members and new committee
menbers. He expressed thankese to the outgoing Farish Council
members, reluctantly, saving "1 want people to be repeat
offendere and come back.Y :

The meeting wae adjowned at 3:9%6 po.
FRespectfully submitted,.
W\d OANmA'tn
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