
1993 DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY REPORT 

The Diocesan Assembly of the Armenian Church of America took 
place on April 29 - May 1, J99J. The Assembly WQS hosted by St. 
Gregory Armenian Churc h, Chi c ago, IlUnois, and tt1e meetings were 
held in the Drak~ Jlot.el. 

The Assembly w~s atten ed by 187 delegates, incl\lding clergy, 
Diocesan DelegRtcs and parish council chairmen . The Assembly 
elected Dr. ~aro Garibian as Chairman, Mr. George Marifian, Vice 
Chairmiln, Ms. Borjoohy Haigazian, English Secretary and Rev. 
Diran Papazian, 1\rmcni n Secretary. New ·clergy were i ntroduced 
and a brief me morial pr ayer s ajd for dece~sed de~egates. 

The Asse~bly elec ted a s members of the Diocesan Counc i l Rev. 
Dajad Davfdian, Rev. Baret Yeretzlan, Mrs. Rose Meken i an, Mr. 
Asbed Zakarian, Mr. Ed ard Rrewster and Mr. George Papalian. 
These join five members of lhu Council whose terms continue, 
including our pastor., Rev. Vert.anes Kalayjian, und Dean 
Shahinian. The Assemb l y eJ.e c u~d to the Nominu U ng Committee: 
Rev . Diran Papazjan, Dr. GRry Z manigian, Mr. Geo rge Marifian, 
Mr. George Nahi"'lbc~Ll Lin a nd Mr. Richr:trd Nors ig ian; to he Auditing 
Committee, Mr . Ha i CJ Da dourian, r•1r. Sah · g Sah agian und Ms. Karen 
Derdcryan; to th e Proposals Committee, Rev. Avecl Te rzian, Rev. 
Zenob Nalbandian, Hr. ds O<?.rcl edi"'ln, Mr. 1-J i)l.i c:lm Azn a vorian and 
Mr. James K,l]u r; t. i~'n; "' cl o the Bo.:-1rcl o f Tru::; ee s , l'lr. Alex 
Mcmoogian. 

Repor-ts and messa qes we re n~cc.' i v e d ft·om the ;=;t . tl r.? r s ess Armenian 
Seminat·y, Ne v.• F.nyl~nd Re9i o n, Uni. t y Commi t t 0.c , Pr jm,l t.e , Clergy 
Co n fer en c e , D i o c e s i1 n c o u n c j I , Tw d i t i n g C o r1 m i t tee , women ' s G u i l d 
Central Council, 1\ ss oci a ti o n o f A.rmenian Chu r ch Cho i rs of 
America, Armenia n Chu1·ch You t h Organiziltion o f Ameri c a and 
Armenian Cl1urch Endowment Funt..l. 

Presentat.ions v/Cr ~~ ma cJ e by th e f)i oc<?.se dep;n-·tmen s , j ncluding 
Religious EdUcdt io n, ArmenJ~n Langunge Lab u rd t ory , Youth 
Ministry, SociRl Service s, lnfo rmat.ion Centc r and Fundraising 
departments to mi1ke pres enta t i o ns to tl1e delegat e s during 
workshop sessions. 

Mr. K~i Musurlian, repre sentative of the Western Diocese, greeted 
the Assembly, described their activities and said that their 
greatest concern was in t egrating young adults in the church 
community . f)elegates e xpressed similar concerns nbout our 
Diocese. Lato1·, some d e legates <.~xpressed c o m.: e r n tl1at many 
cler.gy work in the Dioce se wh ) le many pari::;tJcs have no clergy. 

The Unity Commit tee repo rted l h i.'l t tht~y have no t J.C:! C\ C: hed ugn~ement 
with the Prelu c y on 15 nrti cles i llH l cc c ommencl c Ll l hat tl1ey stop 
negotia t j ng unless unity j s t"sc ll ieved })y Oc tober I , 1 99 J . The 
delegates generolly dis ngreed stronqly; sevP.r.1] r.lt?lega es asked 
thnt the Committee dis close the 15 articlo~ of d i ~ngrcement, but 
the Committee snid that he d e legntes may not be able o fully 
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understand the issues and did not disclose the~e <1r - icles . After 
very st r enuous discussion, the. Assembly by majority resolved to 
direc t the Unity Committee to continue n ogoti~tions and report 
back to th!?. 1994 Assembly v1ith recomme> nd otions . 

Mr . S h a h iniqn moved tha t tltr: Diocesan staff prope~re a book on the 
Armen i a n Church teachings o n con emporary mornl issues , whi ch t h e 
Assembly pass eel j n 1 Cl 8 fi but the Diocese ha s not tvr it t e n in the 7 
years since. He no·ted that t!H:. Diocese recont.ly publish ed books 
on t he- schism with the Prelacy, tvhy Catho.ti cs should stay out of 
Ar menia and the Worcester pRr ish '~ l OOt h anniveJ-sary , and s<J.id 
that a bo0k o n Church teacllings would have more re<J.ders than 
these books ancl llli:IY pn"!vent some people from le.:~•;jnq the Armenit'\n 
Church to othor churches. The Primate told he deleg~tGs h e 
would take care or it (Rnd o vote no) an d 110 mot i o n vias 
withdrawn. 

Rev . KaJ ayjic:1n r'ln c1 Rev . K re}~in Kt:JspArian made i) 1nolion for 
support and tn (., ll o ·,.; t.h e HliVAIJ o mmi ttee t:.u r<J i ~-;c funds in he 
Dioce,se to fu n r.l <t nj~·si o ns pro ject and a c8ligjous camp in 
Armenia. They nated that tl1ere i::; cl need o sufogu rd tile 
traditional ra.i. t h of the Armenians ag<1inst c ults and otl1er no n 
re l igious infl cnces und recJaim Annen.i. ' s Cllri stja n heritage . 
Delegates amendod the mot:io11 to permit only mot-<11 support, 
"'it h out fund r .::1 i :=; i t1 c3 a u t hot' i t y , a n t 11 a m o t i o n p i::l s s e d . 

The budget was discussed at grei1t leng th . 
freeze pnri ~ h dues at 1992 level s . 

A motion wa s pas sed to 

The Assembly passe(J for the seconcl cons e cutive ye .:tr amendments to 
Bylaws 7 and 27. The Assembly dofeated proposals to : credit 25% 
of the a·mount t 11 at. a pat-ish sp~ncls on youth direc tot-s towards 
Diocesan dues; include i n the Dioces~ n Budge t 550,000 for the New 
England Region; a nd to survey ~he neads of At'meninn women , permit 
,,., omen to s e r v e a s de a cons , :-; t. o l e ben r c t-s a n d ·'=" c o J y ':. e s , c:~ n d 
encourage \vomen t o ::. ee}~ rap re sc!n t i.i t j G n on the [_) i o ce ~a n Co u n e i l . 
( lll though th e l n ~ t. m o t .i. o n w Ll s rl e f e.::~ t c: d , t h f~ /u:; se m b l ~' e 1 e c t e d o 
he Council 1'-lrs. Ro se 1'1C1kenilln on tl1<.' fir~;t b ~lJ l •·Jt., o nly the 

second woman in t h e Cou ncil ' s l 1i~~tory, and almo:.:;t e l c>c ted another 
woman on the four h ballo . ) The 1\ ~ ; :_;r:>mb l y p21ssed 21 motion to 
j nclucle discu ~-;~;ions 0n Dioc~_· :_~t.? depctrtment~~ in tl1c ne xt Assembly 
and, by ma jority, ruled out of order two proposals because they 
were submitted by a priest r<1tiH:H- than a purish . 

Th e 1994 Diocesan Assembly will be sponsorGd by St. Kevork 
Arme ni a n Church , Houston, Texas, April 2 7- 30, 1994. 

Rev. Vertanes l<alayj ian, Pi'lst.ot-
De an V. Shahin..i.i:ln, Esq., Diocesan Delegato 
Dr . Edward Onaniun, Diocesi'ln De legate 
M r . S t c ph en o 1·1 21 n i un , P a r i .s 1·1 C o u n c i L C h cd r111 a n 


