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Dioces~ of lhe Armenian Church, Eastern Diocese 
630 second Av@nue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Gri'H::A: 

The following is the brief month report fOl' October· dnd November. 

Fr. Nersess Will b• v1s1tinq U8 on the weekend after 
Thanksgiving: all finalized pl~ns for Lansing and Ann Arbor have 
been made. Grana Rapl~s has been a little difficult slnce th~y 
are not at all organized yet, but they 111ay hav~ a m~~tinq if 
people cooperate with one contact that I have made iu Gl~and 
Rapide. 

I am pt·~p.u·1nq to set up Badarak schedule with both. comnllmi t.ies 
fot· next yecu with Fr. Diran. I have met w1th Fr. D:ixan a.na Wlll 
prepare :H.:hedules for whole year in Decembet·--i t. gvt de-layed .a 
little due to schedule~. 

I am also coordinating so,~cer matches betwee-n youth or both 
communities. Although not a rel191ous act:ivity, it giv.;.S; lJt?•~l)leo 
a cbance to meet and myself a chance to have interaction with n~w 
individuals--details to follow ... 

ANN ARBOR: . 
1} Conducted Jashou Services first and third sundays. I provided 
reserve ~acrament in context of Jashou service. Fr. Diran 
performed a BadaraJt on third sunday in Novembe1·. 

2) The sunday school students are prepat·inq to do a clu:lst.mas 
play in conjunction with Armenian Christmas on Jan11ary ~ Ln place 
of a sermon to give some chance for 1nteract1on hetw~en peopl~ 1n 
the community. 

3) shahtn uzuncan has completed deacon's tra1ninq and now 
participates as a re9ular at the altar. He looks forward to 
coming to St. Ner:sefls next spring, when altar server·~ training 
convf'nE'F:. 

4) John oh.,nian, chairman, haA found land-·we hav~ changed our 
minds about the first plot that we submitted for Diocesan Board 
approval because t found out about some toxic waste near the 
vaclnity and that 1t was leaklng through below 100 f~er. John 

then agr~~d to look elsewhere and found another plot on the north 
side of Ann Arbor, for which I w111 personally d1H:J\ r:Hit since I 
have sorue pttst experience with land/real estate tnv~~ttg~tlon. 
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5) A pledg~ pro~ram and due~ membership package have bepn ~ent to 
the list of people that we have on our mailing list--w~ ~re 
hoping that. the response will be ~ood, so that t:•\11" ste-w<lrdship 
program components (raffles,dances,membershtp,pl~dg~) ~an b~ good 
resources for our aggres$ive desires. 

6) The women's guild is planning a winter_dance with the students 
from University of Michigan. 

7) I have visted two students from the University and pldn to 
step tho:- visitation progra1fl once I complete the week-by-week 
tra1n1nq in Lansinq by tbe end of December. 

Lansin;r: 
1) we have had one JashOll service 111 october and one Bctcl·:u-ak in 
Novembe1. 

2)our Sunday School sessions convened again. Shakeh ~o~rdlnated 
them and also did class for the older \lp to age 16. 
They baa a good session and the diocesan material:' ar€- being 
u&ed. 

3) The deacon 1 s training has been going well--! havt: b"".:art qoing 
every Tuesday. Larry N1shan and Grant Sarkisian h~ve b~en 
practicing, and we are about sot complete in the de3con's 
handbook. I have prov1d~d them with tapes of tht" bc•ok 1 e m\l~:j c. 
They have both started serving at the altar. Sh':lh in frr:Jtn Ann 
Arbor has continued to help and a deacon !rom St. Sarkis 
cont.inue£ to help. The two from Lansing expt·ess intert:.>st in 
going to St. Nersess next spring. That makes three n~w faces for 
st. Nersessl 

4) A pledQe system llas been set up so that we (:an rac1ll tate 
better our stewardship goals. The Chairman, Genadiy, haF 
·indicated to me that the initial response has beo::n qr.!lt::ifyinq and 
prom1stng--the 1migrants ar~ b~9inniug to understdnd and $how 
some hope. 

S) A Jd:;hou service and dinner/program ts being prepart:'d ft:.r 
celel1rat ion of Armenian ChristJJtas on January 5. Th~ program wt 11 
include authentic Armenian costumes belnq m~de an~ dancing in 
auth~nttc style. I have provided a video tape from the dane~ 
enseurbl~ that came from Armenia in 1987. It proml~f:!f.' to be a 
very int€'r~st1n~ evening w1 tll all ages involve-d. As Y'.lut Grace, 
can see, I Will be very busy on January 5--rnorning in Ann Arbor 
and a£ter11oon in Lansing. 

Prayerfully submitted, 

Deacon Michael Ohanesian 
Oeacon-in .. CharCjJe, Ann Arbor/Lansing 


