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from the office of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 

FOR ~~~EDIATE RELEASE 
'larch 26, 1973 

~ striking layout designed to make maximum use of available space 
will characterize the 75th Anniversary Grand Bazaar of the Diocese 
(lay 19-20). For this difficult assignment, the committee turned to 
Dikran Dingilian, a three-dimensional designer of showrooms, stores, 
displays, and other commercial interiors. 

~. Dingilian's plans call for a restaurant seating 250 persons, 
utilizing the stage of Kavookjian Auditorium, and a section just below it. 
A trellis with lettering in Armenian will serve as a rail on the stage. 

In the center of the hall is to be available a mall-like secti$n, 
with plants, and seats. "We would have liked to have fountains, too," 
Dingilian said, "but we figured they might be too tempting for the kids." 

Four open kiosks will be built for the bazaar booths, and each con
tributor who takes over a booth will have his name across the top of it, 
e.g. "Dikran's Pastry Shop." In the foyer of the auditorium, a large 
central booth for food will be flanked by booths for books and records. 

"Our plans for the Club Yerevan room are not finalized," 'tr. Dingilian 
said. "The classrooms, however, will be used, specially decorated, and 
assigned to young people's activities." The plaza, too, will be pressed 
into service, with a special event on Saturday evening (~ay 19). 

Hr. Dingilian planned and executed the original layout of the 
Armenian !luseum of the Cathedral, and designed many special exhib its ·~ 
there, such as the recent collection of Oriental rugs. For the Grand 
Bazaar, he heads a committee with the innocuous name of "Decorating 
Committee," a name scarcely descriptive of the monumental task to be 
accomplished. Irs. Eleanora Ordjanian, Edward Agababian, Vahe Kirishjian, 
Torcom Demirjian, Frank Hinchell, and "1ariam Attarian. 
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from the office of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 

FOR IIVIMEDIA TE RELEASE 
lV.Larch 2~, 1973 

Auction-lovers, bargain-hunters, connoisseurs of exotic food, seekers of quality mer. 

chandise and dance enthusiasts -- all will attend the Armenian Fair & Auction, Saturday and 

Sunday, May 19-20, in New York City. The event is being sponsored by the Diocese of the 

Armenian Church to commemorate the 75th anniversary of its establishment 'f.D. the United 

States. 

The site of the mammoth Fair & Auction will be the Gulbenkian Cultural Center on Seco~ 
. ,\ 

A venue bet\veen 34th and 35th Street, the location of St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral. · 

lV.iiss Kay Armen, popular show business personality, has been named official "Hostes~~~ 

'!~· 
of the Vwo-day undertaking. 

Oriental rugs, a product ior which Armenians are famous, head the endless list of me, 

chandise to be offered. Reas'J-,ably priced items of countless varieties will also delight the 

smart shopper-- fabrics, plants, paintings, household items, famous-name shirts and per1 
~: 

fume, handbags, toys, hair products, clotl1ing, sheets and pillowcases, candles, book~ and 

boutique items. 

Authentic Armenian cuisine prepared to represent the best of .i10me cooking will, of cou,~, 
·1.: ~-~'" 

be served on the premises. A deluxe filet mignon dinner has been scheduled for Saturday 
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evening and a shish-kebab menu for Sunday afternoon, with the rice and bulghur varieties of 

pilaf complementing tile main course. Armenian delicacies and pastries to take home are also 

being prepared. 

An all-star Armenian band has been engaged to provide contemporary Armenian music for 

the public's dancing and listening pleasure Saturday evening on the plaza outside the Cathedral. 

Opening time for the Plaza Event is 6 P. 1\li. , and the music will begin at 7 :30 P.M. , with an 

admission fee of $4 per person. In addition~ barbecued luleh kebab sandwiches, lahmajeun and 

beverages \vill be sold. 

Entertainment for youngsters has also been included in the Armenian Fair & Auction plana, 
:J~ 

% 

A Youth Carnival, cor..caived to be a boy's and girl's paradise, will enchant children of all agN 
f.''·' ;!:,:£ 

with games, entertainers and refreshments geared to the young. 
,.,.·,";;, 

The Fair & Auction represents the joint effort of more than 40 Armenian Church parishes : · 

throughout the Diocese and is expected to draw a record number of metropolitan area residen~r 
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from the office of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 

FOR H-1!1EDIATE RELEASE 
APRIL 27, 1973 

Oriental rugs-- a commodity treasured by all those who possess 

them--will be among the many exotic and valuable items to be offered 

at the Armenian Fair & Auction/75th Anniversary Grand Bazaar sponsored 

by the Diocese of the Armenian Church :Jay 19 - 2 0 in Ne':J York City. 

All grades of the much-sought-after rugs--to suit every pocketbook 

--will be available for purchase at wholesale prices, including a few 

extra-fine collector's items. 

The Oriental rug ticket sale will take place Saturday and Sunday 

at the Gulbenkian Cultural Center on Second Avenue between 34th and 

35th Streets. However, the rugs will also be on display and available 

for purchaso for ·a ueck beginning Saturday, ;lay 12, from 6 to 11 p.m. 

daily. During those evenings, wholesale rug dealers--experts in their 

field -- will be present to answer any questions the viewers might 

have as the pieces are opened for examination. 

And, on Friday evening, ~ay 18th, at 8:00 pm, Now Y6rk City 

wholesale rug dealer Malcolm Topalian will give ''An Informative Talk 

on Oriental Rugs'' at the Gulbcnkian Cent~£ to explain how Oriental 

more 
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question-and-answ~r period. 
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The lecture will be followed by a 

:1r. Topalian has been lect.uring on Oriental Rugs at the Nevr 

York School of Interior Design since 1960, teaching a cross-section 

of students from all over the world. 

offers the following information: 

On this timely subject, he 

"Oriental rugs arc very po_l?ular today. They not only fit 

perfectly into modern decor, but they also make good investments. 

I1any people o;.rho purchased rugs 10 or more years ago find that after 

enjoying these pieces for years, they can today sell them for more than 

they paid." 

"There are six main classifications: Persian, Turkish, 

Caucasian--of which Armenian rugs arc a part--Central Asian (or 

Bokhara), Indian and Chinese. The Persian rugs often contain 

naturalistic ornaments based on floral forms; the Turkish, stylized 

flowers and leaves; the Caucasian, strictly geometric forms; 

the Central Asians, octagons (or gulls)on red fields; the Indian, 

flowers in compartments and copies of Chinese designs; the Chinese 

delicate flm-rers and forms from Buddhism, Taoism and Confuci anisJ.U. 

"The Armenians have played a very important role in rug 

making and rug promotion from the very beginning. In fact, the 

oldest existing rug today, 'The Scythian Rug,' could well have been 

woven by Armenians. This piece, six feet square, was found in a 

Scythian grave in 1949 and is now at the Hermitage Muesum in 

Leningrad. It datos from 500 B. C. The Scythians, nomadic horsemen, 
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were contemporaries of the Armenians and traded with them. 

"The famous traveler, Itlarco Polo, visited Asia f1inor 

in 1270 and remarked: 'The best rugs in the world arc woven here by 

Armenian and Greek craftsmen.' The 17th-century 'Dragon Rugs' 

made in Armenia, are sought after by all collectors. 

"Until 15 years ago, about 80 percent of rug dealers 

in Am~rica were of Armenian extraction; today, because dealing 

in Oriental rugs has become more profitable, the field has been 

greatly enlarged. 

However, Armenians still play a very important role in this 

ancient--but very modern--field. 

"When looking for a rug, it is important to have 

the exact size of the space into which it will go; other important 

considerations arc soft and desireable colors, good condition, 

agreeable designs and, of course, good vlorkmanship." 

!~#####· 



from the office of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 

MAY 4, 1973 
FOR Il4.:·1EDIATE RELEASE 

New York City oriental rug expert Halcolm Topalian will give 

"An Informative Talk on Oriental Rugs" at the Gulbenkian Cultural 

Center, 630 Second Avenue, Friday evening, ~vlay 18, 1973 at 8 p.m. 

Oriental rugs -- will be among the many exotic and valuable 

items to be offered at the 75th Anniversary Armenian Fair and Auction 

sponsored by the Diocese of the Armenian Church at the Gulbenkian 

Center Hay 19 and 20. 

All grades of the much sought-after rugs will be available for 

purchase at wholesale prices, including a few extra fine collector's 

items. 

The rugs will be on display at the Center on 2nd Avenue between 

34th and 35th Streets,and available for purchase for a week beginning 

Saturday, i'lay 12 from 6 to 11 p.m. daily. 

During these evenings \'Tholesale rug dealers -- experts in their 

field will be present to answer any questions the viewers might have as 

the pieces are opened for examination. 

Malcolm Topalian, a wholesale rug dealer who will s~eak on Frid~y 

evening, has been lecturing on oriental rugs at the New York School of· 

(more) 
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Interior Design since 1960. Following the lecture there will be a 

question and answer period. 

Oriental rugs are ve~ popular today - they not only fit perfec~ly 

into modern decor, but they also make good investments. According to 

llr. Topalian, many people who purchased rugs ten or more years ago find 

that after enjoying these pieces for years, they can sell today at a 

good profit. 

ar. Topalian has stated that the six main classifications of 

oriental rugs are Persian, Turkish, Caucasus, Central Asian, Indian, 

and Chinese. The Persian rugs often contain naturalistic ornaments 

based on floral forms; the Turkish,stylized flowers and leaves; the 

Caucasian, strictly geometric;from the Central Asians, octagons (or 

gulls) on red fields; the Indian, flowers in compartments and copies 

of Chinese designs; the Chinese, delicate flowers and forms from 

Buddhism, Taoism and Confucianism. 

The Armenians have played a very important role in rug making 

and rug promotion from the very beginning. In fact the oldest existing 

rug today, the Scythian rug, could well have been woven by Armenians. 

This piece, six feet square, was found in a Scythian grave in 1949 and 

is now at the Hermitage Museum in Leningrad. It dates from 500 B.C. 

The Scythians, nomadic horsemen, were contemporaries of the Armenians 

and traded with them. 

The famous traveler, ~larco Polo, visited Asia itinor in 1270 and 

remarked, 11 The best rugs in the world are t-Toven here by Armenian and 

(more) 



--3--

Greek craftsmen. 11 The 17th century ·'oragon Rugs" made in Armenia, are 

sought after by all collectors. 

Until 15 years ago, about 80 percent of rug dealers in America 

were of Armenian extraction; today, because dealing in Oriental rugs 

has become more profitable, ti1e field has been greatly enlarged. 

However, Armenians still play a very important role in this 

ancient - ~ut very modern - field • 
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from the office of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 

1"00 IMMEDJA TE RELEASE 
May 8, 1973 

Saturday evening at the Armenian Fair & Auction/ 75th Anniversary Grand Bazaar will 

hold in store the best of food and entertaiQJllent for those who attend the event, scheduled to 

take place May 19-20 at the Gulbenkian Cultural Center between 34th and 35tr itreets on 

Second A venue, New York City. 

A deluxe FILET .MIGNON DINNER plus a SUPER PLAZA HAPPENING EXTRAVAGANZA 

are being planned for that evemng to? satisfy all appetites and music-lovers. 

There will be two sittings for the dinner-- at 7 P.M. and 8:30P.M. --- in Kavookjian 

Auditorium. Priced at $7.50, the usual will include mezza, an open salad bar, pilaf, the 

tenderest filet mignon, a choice of dessert and coffee. 

Since each sitting will be limited to 250 persons, it is advisable to purchase dinner tickets 

in advance by calling Mrs. Lucy Ajemian (212-224-5940) or by contacting parish council ohair-

men of the respective metropolitan area churches. 

Sponsored by the Diocese of the Armenian Church, the Armenian Fair & Auction/ 76th 

Anniversary Grand Bazaar Will also boast baked goods aDd delicacies prepared by members 

of all the parishes, as was the case in 1970 when the last Diocesan bazaar was held. 

- more-
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The SUPER PLAZA HAP:PEN!NG EXTRAVAGANZA, also alated for Sa~ eveatag, 

w1ll open at 6 P.M. v/!th an admission price of ~.5. 00 per person. Food and dr1.Dk .. _. 

sangria, beer, soda, luleh 2-:'\h~'J, sa:'lc":'liches, and lahmajune platters- will be avail-

able as well. 

At 7:30 P. M. , t.'le best of Arxne~~.an "soUl 11 music will begin, r=~''idoo by u AU-star 

Band playing on an e~evated plat!orm -- then, amid colorful and excitiDB decor, dallCiDI. 

on the plaza to the electr!fying sounds of the fc!lovling well-known musicians: J'oha Ber• 

berian, John Vosb1!~.an, John Valentir.e, Chris & Bob Maraohlian, Steve Boghosian, Souren 

Barontan. Ed Joseph, Bob Tashjian a:-;d Haig :W.La.noogian. 

With well over 1, 000 persona expected to attend the festive HAPPENING, and ao ad-

vaDCe ticket sales permitted, those who are wise will come early to assure entraaoe to 

tbia first-time spectacular. 

So, U you're looking for a new and dit!erent night spot, Saturday, May 19th,.· try the 

GulbeDldan Cultural Center. It's the best place in town • 

••••• 
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from the office of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 

FOR IlVll\iEDIA TE RELEASE 
23 1973 

For two days throngs of people flocked to the Gulbenkian Cultural Center on Second Avenue 

between 34th and 35ta Streets making the 75tb AnniverB8.1"Y Grand Eazaar of the Diocese of tae' 

Armenian Churcu. in America a resoundlng success. From noon to midnii1:lt on Sat\.lrday. May 

h, and Gunciay, IV..ay 20, auction-lovers, bargain hunters, seekers of quality merchaadlse ~nd 

partakers of fine Arme'uian cooking came to 't1e Armenian Fair and Auction. A highlight of the 

two--day activities was tue dance on tue Cathedral Plaza on saturday Digit. 

The Eazaar ilostess for the two days was tile celebrated lYrlss Kay Armen. 
' 

Many ooot.ls, containing mercnanc:iise, manned by the donors and ot..ler volunteers, were 

emptied of goods late sundS.y. Some 20 of these booths served the visitors to the Bazaar • 

One of tae most active spots was in an an.teroom of the Center w~1ere a continual OrleDtal 

Rug sale took place. 

A special feature was a youth carnival w.ai.ch was strictly for the youngsters on their own, 

A $2.00 admission fee entitled a youngster to 30 tickets for various games and activities includt 

ing a spook tunnel, drag racing for boys , bean-bag pitc.hing and entertainment by a clown. The 

lhildren also paricipated in other games including darts, fish bowls, pelll13' pitching and dart- , 

gun ping pong. 

-more-
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The cuisine for the Bazaar was highlighted on Saturday night ~th dinners at 'f: ... alld 8l30 

featuring filet mignon. .Through but Sunday a shish-kebob dinner was served. }l.taay Annemaa disheaf 
l 

and delicacies were offered in addition and a special food booth did a brisk business for tboae Wish, 

ing to take food home. 

The '15th Anniversary Fair and Auction was the result.of a joiD* effort of all the New York aDd 

Ne\'t Jersey parishes and drew its cro~ . .,ds from the entire metropolitan area •. 

As visitors entered the main hall of displays in Kavookjian Auditorium they we~e able to see 

large placards affixed to the booths lndicatiog the names of the donors of the merchaldae. One 

booth represented the Fab: Lawn Church. Names that met the eye were the Najariaas, Mallau, 

Kilarjian, DillmetlDS, Nersesians, Vanisskhians, Boghossians, NazariaDS, Demerdjiaaa, Gertemr 

iaDS, Attarians, Agababians, MarkariallS, Deyirmenjia:lS,. Anoushians. Katehadouriaaa, Chorba.., 

jiaas, Tevan18.DS and Hampars. 

The success of the Bazaar was due to the energetic and imagioa.ti ve Committee whlca worked 

for months before the event to plan and coordinate the complex and large unde~. 

Haik a.DdAU:Oe.Kavookjfan were honorary chairmen,. The Executive Co-chairmen ... 1411 

~pbablan and Dr. Nikit Ordjantan. The secretaries were Nanna Gregory and Do'Vie Tilblan. The 

tDeasurers were Mihran Dukmejlan and George Marootian. Lucille Hoshabjlan. . ud Susan Shalnam-

ian handled publicir;. The bazaar was designed by Dlckran DiDgilian and built by Fraak WillcheU. 

Decorations were by Eleanora Ordjaman , D~ck:-a::t DL'lg!lian, Haig Agababian, Marcel Apkarlan, 

· Miriam A ttarlan and Adrina Zanazanian. 

The 'floor treasurers were Edward Turnamian and Ara YardUtn. Edward Chapian aad Cha.J'les 

Davitlan were Advisors to the committee. 

The Dine operating committees and their heads were ge~ral prizes: Dadour Dadourlan and 

Albert D~r Tatevasian; Automobile prizes: Edward G. Bashian, Suren D. Fesjiaa aAd Diltraa 

-more-
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wsstrlian; .• Special Donations: Haik Ka.vookjian; lV.LeroluuulisiJJg: Marguerite D1limet1D. and Vay 

Najarian; Rug Sales: Shahab D. Zanaza.Dian; Food: Alice Antreassian; Refreshments: Charles 

Chiliagerian; Plaza Event: John Kahrima.nian,Carol Ohanesian and Manne Takousblan; Youtb 

Carnival: Allee Eminian and Rose Kudursbian. 

The wiDilers of the Automob1le Raffle and the General Raffle of the 75th Anniversary Grand 

Bazaar of the Diocese of tl1e Armenian Church in A·merica were drawn on Sunday .night, May 20 

in Kavookjian Hall. 

Tickets of $100 each for the two cars were sold both days and 250 such tickets were purchQ~ 

ed. Wt1111er of the 1973 BW.ck was Louise Simone of Grosse Point Farms, Miohtgao aad w1lanel' 

of the 1973 Cadillac was Bijou Kavook, Mr. and Mrs. Haik Kavookjian, holders of the tlcket, 

announced that they were donating the prize bact-. to the Diocese. 

Wl~rs of the General Raffle were: 

1. A 21 day trip for two to Armenia or a 7 day trip to Hawaii-- Douglas Aprahamlan, Man-

hasset, New York. 

2. A round-trip air ticket to Las Vegas for one-Ira Tashjian, Demarest, New Jersey• 

3. A color TV set-Gregory Berderian. Long Island. 

4. A 6 by 9 Indian rug- Fred Dagavar, Bronx, New York. 

5. A polaroid camera-Gregory Adamian, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

6. Gold Ring-Harry Boyajian, Hicksville, New York. 

7. Gold Bracelet-:Lousit. Cholakian, Bronx, New York. 

8 through 10. $50.00 U.S. Bonds-Ann Toorigian, St. Louis;' S. Torosian, ontario and 

Jack Avedisian, New Rochelle, New York. 

# 69/73 
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from the office of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 

FCE IIv.LlV.lEDJA 1E JlE LEASE 
June 2.'1, 19'13 

OVer 300 people who had worked for the auecesa of tile Gl'81ld Bazaar were the 

guetts of the Diocese on Thursday evening, June 21, at the Kavookjiall Audltorlwn. 

A buffet supper and the beautiful table settings were planned aad ex.ecated by &be • 

lltlluted Mrs. Ni!dt Ordjarlian. 

The guests gathered together to enjoy the fruUe of their labora, aDd to hear tb.e 

llaancial report of the Grand Bazaar. Father M.ampre Kouzouian, Caooa Sacnst of 

the Catb.edral, addressed the group and thanked tbem for their tireless tdfort& OA 

behalf of tile Cathedral, Dr. Nikit Ordjanian, Co--Chairman of fue Graad Eazaar, 

gaw the financial report of the event, and warmly tha.Dked all tile participallts for 

tnetr faitbful cooperation. !\'irs. Lili Agababian, who was also Co-Chairman, was 

unable to be prea ent as sile is on an extended tour of the Far East. 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate of tb.e Diocese, thea 

thanked aU those present for their efforts. He particularly stressed t.Qe faet that aU 

the parishes from the New York and New Jersey area combined tileir talents to create 

a truly grand bazaar, as well as an exceptional ambience of which all ArmeaiaDB 

- more • 
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might be proud. His Grace closed the supper with the sin&iug of tae Han Mer. 

The guests then mingled witil each other for a seoial evening. 

The success of the Grand Bazaar was due iD large part to tlle ovenwbelmtog 

reeponae by the maey participants who worked tirelessly for the beraefit of the 

Diocese. 

f 80/'13 


