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Minutes t:>f the First Annual Parish Assembly of the 
HOLY CROSS Aill/lENIAN CHURCH 

· t:>f T·n"onto 

:The fir·sy· Annual Parish Assembly ·?f the Ht:>ly Crt:>ss Armenian 
Church was held ·':'n Februa·ry 23, 1980 at 7:15 p.m. in the Auditr.n.~ium 
Qf Sir John A. E·1acDonald c. I., 2300 Pharmacy Ave. ·in Scarb·?rough, 
Ontario. Presiding was.the Vicar General of Canada, Very Rev. Vazken 
Keshishian. Rev •. Fathe:r· Housig Nishanian was p:t"esent too. 

•••• ol • 

In the presence of 90 members·the meeting was called tQ order by 
the chairman of the Par·ish Council, Dr. Vartan · Aynaciyan and '\vas 
declared .. official acct:>rding to article /117 of the By-Lm'ls of the 
Armenian Church of Ame:t~ica (Eastern Diocese) • 

After' the Vicar's prayEH"' the officers of ·the Assembly elected 
by sh.?w of hands were: Mr. Gar:;, Khabayan, Chait"Ti'lan; Miss Ani Chubukjian, 
Sec1."'etary; Mrs~ Diana Hanimyan, Sec1. .. etary. 

Moved by M. Shahnazar, seconded by A. Kerametlian, that the 
ag€·nda be adtJ.pted as 'Wl..;·itten. 1'-lotion car·ried unanimously. 

The Parish Council, the Holy Cross Armenian Day School, the Ladies 
Auxiliary, the 1979 Financial, and the Auditing CQmmittee reports 
wer·e read. 

l-Tr~. Bedr,,s Iviouchian accused the Par·ish C·?Uncil Qf acting dif.feren
ly since July 14, 1979, and not adhering '\vi ~h their initial beliefs, 
andthat they 't.·Jer·e n''t te,lling the whole t.ruth abt:>ut· ~J"Jhat happened in 
Etchmiadzin in Mar·ch 1979. He said "You have given opium tQ people 
to put them to? sleeptro 

Mrs. T. Keuchguerian .ans'V'tered saying that J·h"o B o Mouchian was 
';)Ue of the delegates ·who had gone to Etchmiadzin and he sht:>uld very 
'\'Jell have kno1:m about the decisions taken the1."'e. 

Dr. V. Aynaciyan quoted from the letter of Apr·il 2/79 //259 t:>f -
the Supreme P,at:r·iarchal Council 11It is the wish and the decisi,,n •?f 
his Ht:>liness Vazken I, Catholicos of All Armenians, that the secQnd 
parish in Tt)l."'•?nto be l."'ecognized by the Armenian Diocesan auth•?rities 
in Ne'\v Yt:>t"k right· away.· •• n 

l'h~o Ar.men Kurkjian asked ~h":o Bo MQuchian to apologize for his 
accusations 0f the Parish Council and the Assembly. · 

\ 

Ivl::l.~. B ~ Mt:>uchian '\·.ranted to? put this ni~ttel"' in the agenda. 

Very. Rev. Vt Keshishian intert"'Upted saying thflt the order of the 
agenda has already been approvedo \ 

The rept).rts 'of the Parish Council, >?f. the Auxiliary Bodies, an:l 
the 1980 jn"ojected budget ·were appr.?ved unanimously. • 

. ~ . / 

The Chairman. of the Assembly then asked the Chai r·man ,,f the Nomina- 1 
tin.g Ct:>mmittee, I~h~. Hovat?;im Oltaciyan, to presen~ the Nominating 
Committee report.and conduct the nominatir.ms with the Auditing Committee 
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acc:)rding t'? Article #14 Section g· •"Jf the By-Laws. The C}?.air·man 1.1f the 
N0minating C1)mmittee declar•ed that f01" the Parish Council the first 
five members having the highest number ')f v0tes '~:Jould be elected for 
t·'i'w { 2) year·s, and the follo'\·Iing four for one year only. 

The number of dues paying members at this point was 220. 

The following were called as tellers: 
Dr. Manuel Sakarya · 
Mrs. T. Keuchguerian _ 
Mrs. Madlen Oitaciyan 
Miss Hasmig Aynaciyan 
Ml.~. Gal"'O Avakian 
Mr. Vazken Kerametlian 
Miss Ani Kerametlian 
M1.~. Hagop Pandes 
Mrs. ~Sil v.a Kurkjian . 
Mrs. Yercnn~R Cnom~ekc~yan 

The ~otes were cast in person and by secret ballot. 

Inte:rmission for 30 L1inutes. 

· Ne'\·J Business: 

1.- To be able to present modifications of some articles of the 
By-Laws to the Diocesan Assembly, Mr. Armen Kurkjian, on behalf of 
the Par·ish Council pr·E:·sented these articles with their modified forms 
to the Parish Assembly. {Article 14, Secti,)n L). 

Article #13o- ••o•• Annual or Special Parish Assemblies shall 
be called by the Parish Priest, or by the Chairman of the Parish Council, 
or by the officers of the Annual Assembly as the case may be after 
consultation 1,.dth the Parish Council. 

A1.~·ticle //: llh Section A.- To elect officers of the Annual Parish 
Assembly fl"'Om a slate t1.1 be determined by the Parish Assembly. These 
shall h0ld office until the following Annual Assembly when their 
successors shall be electedo 

' Article ll15.-:- Sp~cial Parish Assemblies may be held also up,.)n 
the , .. •ritten request of at least one-t.hird .·:;-f t.he total membership 'n"' 
fifty merabE:rs of the Parish, VJhichev.?r· is the lesser. The request 
sh0uld br;; addressed t·? the Parish Priest or to the Chai nnan of the 
Parish Council or to the officers of the Annual Assembly, as the 
cases may be. 

Article # 17o- The above mentioned decisions shall be made by 
SE· Cl~Gt ba11Qt • 

Article //18.- The Annual Par·ish Assembly shall elect a chairman 
and t\'JO sec:retariE:'S by plurality ')f the n1embr::r·s pl"~sent and Vt)ting. 
Soecial Assemblies also shall be conducted by the officers of the 
A~nual Parish Assembly. The :officersof the Par~sh. Assembly cannot be· 
a member 0f 0r a candidate for the Parish Council.! 

']h'e ffi')clifi catit'Jns '\<Jere appr•?Ved unanimQusly. 
/ . 
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. 2.- Mr.. Ji.1.··ay:r Haniroyan m~)ved that the HQly Cl."')SS Armenian Chu.ch 
Parish Ass~;;mbly sht?uld adopt a statt?ra~·nt that they \ve.re in fav .. .~ur ')I. 
the establishment '.If a separate diocese in Canada • 

.. The Vicar, Very Rev. V. Keshishian said that he w~s t.alking tt) 

'tL~he ·pl"'imate, His· Grace, Arch. ·T. l,fan·?•')gian, Qn the ph··.1ne the night 
b0i'"n'e and that the P:t"·irnate said that he had just sent a letter \\.'i th 
regards t0 the separation of the Canadian Diocese to His Holiness 
Vazken I, Cath0licos of All Armenians. 

Mi::·. J. Hanimyanr s m'"tim1 1,,1as seconded by M.r. G. Avakian and cm."'rie 
unanimously that such a statement \·ms abs~Jlutely necessary. 

3.- 1111.". Berj Kirmizian moved that buying l)f some land ,n ... buying 
a property f·?r church building pur-poses be considered. The mQtion was 
seconded by Mr. L. Comlekciyan. 

I-11~. A. Kurkjian said that the Par·ish Assembly should give full 
powe:t"' t1.1 the· Parish C1.1uncil to start its legal f·n·malities of looking 
for the p~Jssibilities of such an endeavour. 

IVIoved by M.r. J. Torikian and seconded by Dr. N. Ceylanli that the 
Parish Assembly give author·ity to the Parish CQuncil in -~this matte:t"'. 
I:-i·?tion car·ried uhanimously. 

l+:o.- Nr. D. Va:t .. jabedian wanted to know why the membet•s •?f the Folk 
Dance Group \'llho wel''e 'W·?rking with the GQmidas 1viusical Assoc. later 
·decided t'J join the Massis Cultural C•?mmittee of the Holy C.r•?Ss Arm. 
Church. He questioned ''~hethel .. the motion of inviting the Folk Dance 
Gl"'•?UP to j·?in the ·Massis Cultural CQrr.mittee. h~s passed fr,.lm the Pal"'ish 
Council meeting. L · '- • 

Dr. V. Ayanciyan ·Clea.rified saying that such a motion has passed 
during the January 21, 1980 meeting. 

After lengthy discussions Miss Nadin Vos~anian said that the Dance 
Group did n'.)t 'vant t•? j~,;~in any organization and wanted t•? be independent 
and that the pr·,:>ceeds r)f their first perfo.rmance Wt./Uld f?,Q to the HQly- . 
Cross Armeni~n· Day SchQol. 

The Chairman of the Assembly, lviro Gal"'·? Khabayan, asked the Vicar to 
~i ve his cl,,sinf?. remarks before the votes were all C•?unted. 

The Vicar, Ve:t."Y Rev. V. Keshishian announced that the Primate, 
Arch. T. Manoogian had just app·':linted Father Ho?usig Nishanian as 
Priest of the Holy Cross A'1:menian Chm.~·ch 1.1~. T·n~Qnto. 

The counting of the votes were ended a~ 1:45 a.m~ The candidates 
declarBd elected were: 

I 

Parish C0uncil: ( First nine elected) 

1.- Dr. 
2.- Dl". 
3 .. - 1111~. 
4.- 1·1:l.~. 

5.- Dr. 

Vartan Aynaciyan ••••••••••••••••••• 
Vahe Sivaciyan ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Antranik Zakarian .................. . 
Armen Kurkjian ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Vatche Kerametlian ............... ·• ~ • 
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173 n 
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Par-ish c . .,uncil: ( C')nt.). 

6 .. - Nr. Levon Comlekciyan •••••••••••••••• 160 votes 
7·.- Ml". J ')hn Fenerjian.... • • • • • • • • • • • • • •.• 153 " 
8.- Mr:. Ghevont Shahmelikian ••••••••••••• 149 n 

9.- Mrs •. Shake Shahnaz~r~·············••• 138 n 

10.-
11 •. -
12.-
13 .. -

IVh.~. 
M1~. 
M:t-:-. 
Mr. 

Garbis Toumayan •••••••••••••• o97 votes 
Onnik Torossian ••••••••••••••• 79 " 
David Varj abedian.... • • • • • • • • • • 54 " · 
Hovsep Cangul••••••••••••o•••• 47 " 

Diocesan Delegates: (First four elected) 

1.- Dr·. Vartan Aynaciyan ••••••• o. o o o o. o o.. 189 votes 
2.- Mr. Souren Evran.o••••••••••••••o••••o 173 " 
3.- I-1r.. Garo Khabayan ••••••••••••••••• o o o o 140 rr 
4.- r.rr.· Jirayr Hanimyan· .•••••••••••••• o. o o. 127 11 

5.- Dro Vahe Si vaciyan ••••••••••••• · •••• 104 votes 
6.- r:!r.· Bed~ .. I)S Mo~chia~............... 7~ II 

7·.- rill"'. DavJ..d VarJabedJ..an •••••• 0...... 3 .. · II 

Nominating Committee: (Fi:l."·st five elected) 

1.- Mro Magar Kuzuyan •••••••••• ~o••·····~··· 179 votes 
2.- Mr. Hovagim Oltaciyan •••••• "•••••·••••••• 170 11 

3.- Miss Zepul~' Azaryan ••••••••••••••• ~ •••••• 170 n 
4,.- Mr.. Vahe Bedrossian ••••••••••••••• · •••••• 163 rr 
5.- Mr. Moushegh Shahnazar•••••••o••••,•••oo 153 n 
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6.- I·~r.. Vahram Cicekci'. o •••••••••••• o .63 · v:otes 
7·.- lJ!r·. Hl"'ant Hanche:t."ian .. o •• o ••••••• o. 45 rr 

Auditing Committee: (Fi·rst thl"ee elected) ... 
1~·.:.. 'Dr. Nor-ayr· Ceylanli ••••••••••••••••••••• 179 votes 
2.- Mr. Vahe Kerametlian •••• o•••••••••••••••l54 n 
3.- Mr. Harutuin Sahakian ••• ~ •••••••••••• o •• l44 11 

4.- Mr. Hagop Nar ••••••••••••••••••••.•• 75 votes 
5.- Tvir. Vahan f.~t)Ql"'adian ••••••••••••••••.• 57 .rr 

Those who have received the next highest number of votes in the 
same election '\'Jould be alternates in .the· •n~der of their plurality. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 a.mo by the Vica·r·' s prayer. 
\ ,, . 

Ani Chubukjian 
Secretary 1
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Diana Hanimyan· 
Secretary 

Garo Khabayan 
Chairman /"\'\ ~ ~,-~vv -
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