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· It is not accidental, nor is it a simple outJ 

come of successive events that the highly rc~~ 
ponsible office of President of B providential! 
organization, the Armenian Gener~l Benevolc·n~ 
Union, should be occupie~l fince 1953, wahou~ 
interruption, by Alex Manoogian, the most bei1(~ I 
volent of the generous• 1 sons of tbe Armeniar~ 
people. A future historian will not h::>sitate t<j 
call him one of the greatest Armenian phil<lnthm.j 
pists in the twentieth cPn1ury. for his benevol~ 
enee is many sided and in~pired by patriotismJ 
nnd germinates -.from a pure spirit.> ! 

Alex Man:oogian's characteristics are nume..i 
rous. But the onE\' which is more characteri:c:tid 
of him is none other than God.;given initiativ~ 
which, as in the instance of other:~, is the Iw~ 
to the success of his own enterprises; whi.ch h~ 

·has applied with the ~ame car<? an~\ ?eal tti 
his endeavors in colle<-tive life m the intere;,l 
of oui: nation. : . 1 

Mr. Manoogian was born ~n Kesab, in th<j 
vilayet of Izmir, to the devout nnd p<!trioti~ · 
family of Takvor and Takouhie. After gradtw..: 
tion from the local national ·!School, as ·per cn~~ 
tom, he became coworkf'r and as~istant to hi::j 
father who wns a small businessman. 

In 1920, before the Smyrna Disaster, he uirccr.; 
ecl his steps towards the land :.>f freedom. H 2rq 
in America he tasted all the biHemess and dis~ 
appointments of a yoting immigrant, but un~ 
daunted, he was able to climb (;Ver high to " 
position in American indu~;try, which brind 
honor to the Armenian name. I 

I 

An inquisitive and creative mind, indm;triou~ 
·and always aspiring for perfection, he finn1l:1~ 
l>ceame settled, in 1024, in Detroit where he sncJ 
ceeded in establishing his own small industri<'] 
plant which today has grown to twelve modern 
companies scattered' in various cities in the Unit.j 
ed States. ' 

In 1931 he married Miss Marie Tatian. The)oj 
were blessed with a daughter, Louise, and a sonj 
Richard,. who have received university educa1 

. tion and are married. I 
In 1930 Mr. Manoogian became a member o~ 

the AGBU and of the Knights of Vartan. Te~ 
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year~ later he was elected national co·mmandm· ·• :; 
of the latter group, and !)ince )943 has been .·a 
mPmber of the AGBU Cep'tral Boord of Direc-
tors and its President since 195?. . 

In 1he course of his presidency the national
ity quosfion of the AGBU corporation. was sa..: 
tisfactorily concluded, the philanthropic work of 
the Union was expanded· on all fronts,· and the 
capital of the organization was increased from 

. eight million to twenty million dgllars. ·.· ' 
M;moor1 ian'c; benefactions during the past de-

cnde-- excl~siv<' of - his . rC'cently annoilnl;ed •• · .. /' \ 
AGBU Cultural Fund' with afi ~initial .t:_apital of ! 

~1 ono 000--to the hierarchal sees' lJf t\1Ef .Atmpri·~ . " ) . \ ' '~ .. 
ian c-hurch. the Armenian · press, Armen~n 
schools, needy Armenian intellectpals. cultural cen-:: 
ters. youth movements, Armenfan clerics stu~y.:. 
ing in American. institutions o'f;higher learn.mg, 
philanthropic. institutions, nee,ly perso~st lmght 
stttd(\nts, nnd to vario\H; ·nhtional cami)aigns, i;p 4 

t(ll one milli~n dollars. 1.-. ,c .. J ·• ... · ... · .. . .·· 
From .H\54 to Hlll7 his ponations to,the AGtnr 

amounted to $·140,000, to the St Vartan Cathed
ral in New York, $~50,000, and' to· St. John'~ 
Church in Detroit, $220,000. · 

During the past forty years Alex M'l!'oogia: 
has been the foremost leader of the ·Detroit_. 
community. The magnific~nt golden domed Stl 
John's Church with the adj<1cent . cultural hall. 
which together cost two ap.d a hnH·m!llion dol
lars, are a product of hi>; E-fforts, )eadcrship and 
artistic taste. 1 
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In 1966 the Armeninn people with rar.ely se~ll 
unanimity, greeted the establishment of ~h"! Alex 
Manoogian Cultural Fund of the AGBU with an 
initial capital of one-million dol~ars,-an eloquent 
testimonial to his unusual sei'.¥C" of, respsm~i~ility 
to hi> people. . . .·. . . . . 

In recognition of his services Mr. Mnp.oog1:1n .. ·. 
was honored with the first degrt:it> Order of St · 
Gregory the Illuminator by Vasken I Cat"Ucos of 
All Armenians; the first degree Ot~t' of the 
Cedars, by the government of Leb:inon; r~D:d the 
Cross of St. James, by Patriarch Yeghisf11~ Der
derian of Jerusalem. 
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