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September 5, 1978 

His Eminence Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence: 

On December 9, 1978, the Armenian General Bene
volent Union will celebrate the 25th Anniversary 
of Alex Manoogian's election as President of the Union. 

We felt it is a most significant occasion, unique in 
the history of the Armenian Diaspora, marking not only 
a quarter century of outstanding leadership, but re

cognizing as well the vast contribution made to our 
people by Mr. Manoogian. 

In the circumstances, it would be most fitting if His 
Holiness Catholicos Vasken I would offer his blessings 
in the form of an encyclical memor~ializing the occasion. 

Mr. Manoogian 1 s achievements and benefactions to the 
Armenian Church, to the AGBU, as well as to other worthy 
purposes, are well known to Etchmiadzin. 

We have, nevertheless,· enclosed some not~s that might 
be helpful. 

We would greatly appreciate it if you would bring our 
request to the attention of His Holiness. 

JA:gk 
Enc. 

Sine . ely, 

~-
' ack Antreassian 

,· Acting Executive Director 


