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Alex Manoogian at home at St. John's Armenian Church.




Vazken, servant of Jesus Christ and by the grace of
our Lord and by the will of the nation, Catholicos
of all Armenians, and Supreme Patriarch of the
primary See of the Holy Apostolic Church at
Etchmiadzine

TO MR. ALEX MANOOGIAN

beloved son of the Holy See of Etchmiadzine,
greetings and Patriarchal blessings

DETROIT

With the grace of our Lord who bestows all the
goodness, the current year completes the 80th
anniversary of your services to our Church,
where you have served first as an acolyte and
later as a deacon, and throughout your life in
many other capacities; as member of executive
committees, chairman of the Diocesan Council
and as a member of other church committees.

You are considered a unique individual, both as
a devoted son of our Church and as nationally
recognized benefactor and for many years as
the unequaled President of the Armenian
General Benevolent Union, serving today as its
honorary life president.

Dear Mr. Manoogian, Providence has endowed
you with a strong moral character, kind heart
and fine principles. Also, you are blessed with
an unusual business acumen. You have defend-
ed the interests of our homeland and our
Mother Church with your unshakable faith.

Without hesitation we can state proudly that
you are the greatest Armenian living in the
Diaspora. Your name and your good deeds
will be recorded in our history with esteem
and gratitude. Your blessed life is also a
moral victory for our people.

We are extremely pleased to witness your
generous contributions to the Holy See at
Etchmiadzine, the primary sample of your
munificence being the Alex and Marie
Manoogian Museum, a two-story edifice next
to our Veharan, standing as the most signifi-
cant achievement of our days. Thus, Mr.
Manoogian, you stand tall as a glorious son of
the Armenian nation, in front of our people and
the Church at the end of eight decades of your
church services. We greet this auspicious occa-
sion with great appreciation and we extend our
prayers to the Lord to bestow upon you many
more years of peace and prosperity, to be
crowned with new deeds of charity.

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Ghost, be with you all.”

Vazken I
Catholicos of all Armenians
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Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate

PRIMATE’S MESSAGE

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate Mr. Alex Manoogian on this happy occasion, which

honors his eighty years of faithful service to the Armenian Church.

Dedication to God and to His Church is a vocation which lends continuity, strength and
meaning to our individual lives. At every stage in his own life, Alex Manoogian has embraced
this vocation, and has proven himself a good and faithful servant of our Lord. The example of
his pious parents inspired him, as a boy of thirteen, to become ordained into the holy offices
of the Church, first as a tbir, and later in life as a deacon.

From such beginnings in the Church’s liturgical life, Mr. Manoogian’s service has expanded
outward and upward. His generosity has benefited our community at all levels, from his local
parish, to our Diocese as a whole, to the global Armenian Church. His efforts have delivered
relief to people in distress, built institutions to educate children, and provided a stage upon
which our people may come together to preserve and elaborate our shared heritage. Such
philanthropy is the unique expression of Mr. Manoogian’s genuine love of man, which is root-
ed in the moral vision of the Armenian Family.

Our Lord has granted Alex Manoogian health, wisdom and success, and in turn he has used
these gifts to honor God. To the many individuals who have been touched and guided by his
esteemed leadership and exemplary Christian life, Alex Manoogian remains a unique and vital
presence in the contemporary Armenian community. The future generations of our Church,
will recall such noble effort and example of a loving leader within its fold. May God continue
to bestow His blessings on Mr. Manoogian and his entire family.

With prayers,

pfk? Kka&a& w

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian
Primate

June 1994

630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10016-4885 TELEPHONE 212.686.0710 FAX 212.779.3558
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St. John's Armenian Chureh

OF GREATER DETROIT

UF. 8NLZUVLEU ULrShR ZUBS. bYbLESk
UtTUsN3L ShRMrNBRH

VERY REV. FR. BARET YERETZIAN
PASTOR

22001 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY * PHONE: 569-3405 * SOUTHFIELD. MICHIGAN 48075

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

The Armenian Community of Detroit is extremely proud and honored to have a unique
leader in the person of Alex Manoogian as the driving force of this community during the
past sixty years.

For the last eighty years, from his childhood to the present, Mr. Manoogian has always
been a faithful servant of his church as a clerk-tbir from the age of thirteen in his birth-
place of Kassaba, Izmir, an ordained deacon serving on the altar whenever called upon, a
dedicated Parish Council member and a Diocesan Delegate. His unequaled leadership of
the AGBU was recognized in 1970, when he was named Life President of the organization.

In addition to his well known dedication to the construction of Armenian Schools and
Museums for the preservation of Armenian heritage and culture, he has devoted his life
to building and renovating Armenian Churches throughout the world.

God works in mysterious ways to care for his people. I believe that Alex Manoogian was
sent to the Armenian people as an angel of generosity at a time when the Armenians in the
Diaspora were in need of moral and financial leadership. He provided both, and today, at
the age of 93, Mr. Manoogian stands tall in the midst of his accomplishments. He believes
in the mission of his Church and through the Church he gained the strength and inspira-

tion to far surpass many of his predecessors.

Truly, I feel that Alex Manoogian’s life sets a magnificent example for millions of
Armenians throughout the world, and we as Detroit Armenians take pride in the fact
that he calls our city his hometown.

[Folr Boect fedntewe

Father Baret Yeretzian
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Alex Manoogian has
maintained an intense rela-
tionship with the Armenian
Church throughout his long
and fulfilling life. This bond
is probably older than he
remembers, but he believes
it was formed 80 years ago,
when he was a 13-year-old
student at the Jevahirjian
parish school in Kassaba, a
small town in the Province
of Smyrna. Next door to the
school was St. Mary’s
Church, and young Alex
served there as an acolyte.
By the time he was 18, he
was already an ordained
deacon and served as an
assistant to the parish priest.
Gifted with a beautiful voice

and musicality, he was much

sought after to participate in liturgical services. At one
point, Alex considered becoming an ordained priest.

Looking back over the 80 years of his adult life, it is

Serving the church at age 13, as acolyte (top) and at age 93, as deacon.
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apparent that he has served the
Armenian Church as devotedly
as any ordained priest

Interesting coincidences are
the woof of Alex Manoogian'’s life
story. One such coincidence was
the 1930s visit to Detroit of the
former Primate of Smyrna,
Archbishop Ghevont Tourian,
who had ordained young Alex as
a deacon. Meeting Alex again in
America, the Archbishop insisted
on re-ordaining him, this time at
St. John’s Armenian Church, the
hub of the developing local

Armenian community.

The church invited one of Gomidas’ prize students,
Harry Ekizian, to serve as choirmaster and he organized

a highly disciplined and musically sophisticated choir.

Solidarity with His Holiness Vazken I for the last 40 years.
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Alex Manoogian as member of St. John’s Armenian Church Choir (3rd row); choirmaster Harry Ekizian (first row).
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Alex was an important voice in the choir as well as in the
development and growth of the parish.

In the 1960s, St. John's parish geared up to build a
new church. Manoogian invited his nephew, prominent
Detroit architect Suren Pilafian and French-Armenian
architect Edouard Utujian to design a new church, sug-
gesting they combine traditional elements of Armenian
architecture with modern concepts. The result of that col-
laboration is the golden-domed church at the intersection
of the John Lodge and Southfield freeways, not only a

beloved landmark in the entire metro Detroit area, but a

St. John’s Armenian Church, Southfield, Michigan, Alex Manoogian’s labor of love. Architect Suren Pilafian.
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historic one for the
Armenian community.
Alex Manoogian spear-
headed the fund raising
that made the building
of the church possible,
and was, of course, the
major donor.

Alex Manoogian
didn’t limit his involve-
ment to the golden-

domed church. Indeed,

¢ Cintra el ple s
he extended his interest At the dedication of the Alex and Marie Manoogian Seminary in Jerusalem.

. _ Left to right: Alex Manoogian, Rev. Arsen Berberian (staff bearer) His Holiness
and his generosity to the Vazken I, His Beatitude Yeghishe Derderian, Patriarch of Jerusalem. Juputipne htiw, husyku
Guplight 3njukhbwl

‘ Ywpnnhynuh, Uwdppk
there, to the Armenian churches throughout the world. Upg. Suigbutmith, Shpwh Unp. Uknuniiau 2o

woliwphwliw  pbljuc

entire Diocese, and from

His role in the organization and the consolidation of the untg jwenpnpubipnii hbwn:
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ures in the Armenian Apostolic Church, among them His Ubp pninp hngbunp YEnpnuubkpp npnup ohtiwpuw
pwlwu unp dpwqghpub
pnt 4p uvwhwdbnubi®
Un nhdbbt Ykp Uur
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Diocese of the Armenian Church has been most signifi-

cant. In the process, he has collaborated with major fig-

Holiness Karekin I of the
Holy See of Cilicia, who,

at the time, served as the
Primate of the Diocese. phwl. wn Spwghput
pnLl gljuwenpubkpku
kv E  Gpneuwnkdh
duwnwuquwinpwg Juwp
dwpwih unp okupht
Jurnignidp., wi hwiue
nwgnn Up prugny tph
nwuwnn hngbunpuL

Alex Manoogian also
worked with Archbishop
Mampreh Kalfayan,
Archbishop Tiran

Nersoyan and other
Juwiuubpnt npuwumhwpue
Ynipbwlu qnpdhb, wic

prominent church leaders,

his aim sharply focused )

Py ' . vhowwku Ypunwnuwyk
on establishing lasting unity Greeted by Pope John Paul VI at the Vatican. Gpnuwnbdh  Mwnph
and harmony within the Armenian Church. & wppnipliwb ghdnudhu




Alex and Marie Manoogian Museum next to the Mother Cathedral of Etchmiadzine in Armenia.

GL 1970-wlwl pniwlwiuubpnit wb h pwu Jky
No Armenian church project starts without Alex dhthnt wnpwph  Unchpuwnnunpbwidp  ueniguiiby

Manoogian’s help because his name is at the top of e wwy Wkp b Vwph Vwiunljbwy dwnwiquin
pwg Jupdwpwuh gkupp:

Gpp UWdbbwju <wyng <wjpwybwp hp nugwnpne
initiates church projects that he feels will strengthen the pbwb Yp jwuduk U. Uglwphwdwpnh pupwgphl
Armenian Church, and so, protect Armenian culture. Upbudnwhwjwunwih fnpdwiwd mwlwpubpky, L
YenkghubpEu nm  duo
wnninubpku thpynLwd
thnbguljwt wpwpljuc

everyone’s list of benefactors. And, often, Manoogian

As a firm believer in

educating young

clergymen, Alex donat- ubkpu nu uywuubkpp, o
pnup  wmwubbwl dp

utnnijubpne dke  Yp

ed more than a million

dollars to build the BBt L Wl
Alex and Marie dow, Gnbnuh pniwluc
Manoogian Seminary uku h (tp, Ulha, Uur
_ ' unLybwl Jwbdl Jwnik
in Jerusalem in the bl uiEy g
1970s. ubp wuy U. Egdhwduh

Another project Muip1 - Susapbliiing

' Uikp G Uwph Uwuncle
that insures the preser- Marie Manoogian Museum dedication in Southfield, Michigan, surrounded bwl gwbdwwnibip, nup
by Manoogian family members and high ranking clergy.

o
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culture came to Alex’s attention through His Holiness
Vazken I, who knew of a collection of religious objects
and vestments which were salvaged from Western
Armenia during World War I,
but then, due to lack of space,
were kept in 60 crates and dete-
riorating at the Holy See of
Etchmiadzine. The recovery of
that Armenian treasure marked
the beginning of the Alex and
Marie Manoogian Museum,
located next to the 1700-year-old

sanctuary where Christianity

A 5 - MRS

was first revealed to Armenians. S :
With His Beatitude John Peter XV

Alex built another museum
next to St. John’s Church in Southfield, Michigan in 1993.

And, when the real estate scandal of the ‘80s threat-
ened the entire holdings of the Mekhitarist Monastery in
Venice, endangering the
church and the museum
on St. Lazarus Island, Alex
Manoogian stepped in to bail
the historic monastery out of
trouble. He also contributed to
the Mekhitarist Monastery in
Vienna.

Alex Manoogian has made
substantial grants to the
endowment funds of the
Eastern and Western Dioceses,
as well as the Diocese of
Canada, and he is a benefactor

of St. Vartan Cathedral in New York,

10

Patriarch of the Armenian Catholic Church.

With his Grace Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate,
Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America.
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St. Nerses Seminary, St. David in Boca Raton, St. Sarkis

in Ocala, Florida, St. Kevork in Houston, St. Gregory of
Narek in Cleveland, St. Mary’s in Phoenix, Arizona, St. Peter

in California and many others.

He regularly contributes to all the schools run by the

churches under the jurisdiction of Antellias. He spon-

sored a group of young clergymen who were brought to

the U.S. from the Middle East by Archbishop Tiran

Nersoyan, to be ordained to serve parishes across the

United States.

It is difficult to sepa-
rate Armenian Church
from Armenian communi-
ty because one sustains
the other. In the years
since the genocide, the
Armenian Church and the
Armenian community
have come a long way
toward healing, and every
step of the way, for eighty
years, Alex Manoogian
helped. He is the major
contributor to Armenian
churches in North
America. His total charita-
ble contributions amount
to $80 million. For eighty
years of his life, Alex
Manoogian believed the
Armenian Church was a
major contributor to the

richness of his life.

Alex and Marie Manoogian, most recent photo. Photo-Michelle Andonian.
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Dear Friends,

I am grateful to our Pastor and the Parish Council for appointing me General Chairman
of this celebration of Eighty Years of Service to the Armenian Church by Mr. Alex
Manoogian. Special thanks are due to my dedicated committee for their untiring efforts
and important contributions in making this day a memorable and notable one in every
respect. The cooperative spirit which has prevailed among our committee members is
most appreciated.

Sincerely,

Mr. Arthur Apkarian
General Chairman

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Pastor Father Baret Yeretzian Musical Program Mrs. Alice Haidostian
Chairman Mr. Arthur Apkarian Hospitality Mrs. Anita Boyajian
Parish Council Saturday Night
Liaison Mr. Edward H. Korkoian Celebration Mrs. Lora Kazanjian
Mrs. Deborah Ohanian
Treasurer Mr. Harry Kezelian
Sunday Celebration Mrs. Varsenick Apkarian
Secretary Mrs. Nancy Mouradian Mrs. Anoush Papelian
Inventions Mrs. Dawn Karagosian Transportation Mr. Homer Lafian
Reservaticns Mr. & Mrs. John Semezian Sunday Celebration
Decorations Mrs. Vera Kazanjian
Logistics Mr. Greg Jamian Mrs. Cynthia Ohanian
Photography/ Hotel Reception Mr. & Mrs. George Laktzian
Video Mr. Gary Gumushian
Advisors Mrs. Cynthia Apkarian
Booklet Mr. Edmond Azadian Dr. Nadya Saragan
Dr. Gary Zamanigian Mr. Harry Terzian
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

A special thank you to these individuals and corpora
who have donated their time and talents.
Ford Motor Company
Masco Corporation

Mr. Ameen Howrani
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