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The RECORD of the minutes of the meeting of the Trustees of the 

Armenian Church for Niagara Falls, N. Y • 

-



Septamber 25,1946 

Pursuant to the letter of March 27,1946, by His Grace , Bishop 
Tiran Nersoyan, Primate of the Armenian Church of the Eastern Diocese of 
Nortb. America, in which official appointment was made of a Hokehparstue
toon for the City of Niag~a Falls and delegating it autb.oii ty to act as 
the Construction Committee for the proposed church, I have this day caused 
to be sent out~ notices designating Tuesday Evening, October 1,1946, the 
first meeting date of this committee. 

And further that, I have sent an invitation to the Rt. Rev. . 
Zgon Vardapet, personal representative of the Bishop Tiran Nersoyan, to 
be present when this committee convenes 

D. Sarkissian 
f the Hokehpartsuetoon. 

. , .. ~ 



r1da aefting o~ the Tru.st.eea of the AN-.iaa Cb.urtt1'l ~ • .,Niagara 
Falla waa hel4 a 1'ueacl8J" ~~October~ at. t.Ae A8ae ·~ :ur. Leo 
Dudari.aa, 619 Orell&l'd ParkwaJ, N 8Sar& Fall8, N. Y. 

Mr. K.er.rigaa D. Sarkiaaian, MU.ag ~1was :1n charB• o~ ar
raaw•enu neceaaaJ7 for the c~ling ot' tala ae.-ung. 

CalliJC of tAe roll ••• Preemt • ur. Leo Dardarian, Jack Koabian, 
Paul Ghougaa~an, ~ Hosrov Toorig1an, Sahag DoadouM!an, :a1ward Kooradian , 
Kerrigan D. sark1aaia:n. •••••Abaatt lfr. Bedroa K.aaa.rian, :Ma•igon Kel'
korian. 

The aeet.ing opced with a general. diaouaaion qy all. a-.bera pr.._ 
et 'Ulat Niagara Fal.l8 waa sere]¥ 1n· need of a C...mitq' or Nat.ional C.. 
"t.e 1n the aanner of a Church 8D4 hell.. 

Diff'eret. aalben of the Hokehpartauetoon expressed conticlenee 
tl'.lat t.ae propoaed proJeot could be accoapliahed but eaplained the:t. firet 
oert.ain f'1naao1a1 aatt.era pertain!Dg to the ...,tttee itself' aheuld be 
aacle plain a.nd ep-ee upon b~ say auee- eould ~ aaaured. Agaia 
the outa\and1ng prolllAa waa Just a.w -a and wba1. our lea4ing d.U. .. 
wuld pledge. l't waa pointed out that U the more proadn•t. buatn .. ._. 
4id net coae :tort:h with a aubat.aaUal ••, that the co emit¥ eould. not 
e:tt'eet- tae bal.ID.Oe needed <t;o COD.Stnlot our eh1u:'eh and hall. over sOJM 
obJeot.:l.oDe, oaproll1a• were aa4e and the Holt~t.oon ruor'ed t.bat 
it organise ancl eleet. oUieeN to c871!¥ forth tbe probl• to the -.nit¥• 

At tbia point• »r. S&rkiea1-. introduce t.b.e Rt. Rw.zson Vard.apn, 
who arrived a Utt.le late due to hie l.oQg 41ataaee ~· 

The at.. Rev. Zgoa Vardapet 1n1ated the·~ bl' giriDg a pravr.-. 
. The eo-st.tee one.t,ed Zgon Vardapet. on what. had t.r-.piJ-ed betore 

his arrival.. The Vard.apA asked that. we prooeed. wi'Ul ta• ua•d.aaU. ~ 
ow ....,t.t.ee. · 

&leeted to offtee were the .tollewiag •••••••••••• 

AIJ the personal. repreaentatlve e.t the Ar&CI.baOJ:Id Biaaop Tiran Nv
ao;vaa, the Rt. Rev. Zg.• Vardapet read tlle o:tfieial lett.. er :trom the Pre
l.ae.J 1 eetabliabing tb.e au.tborl v o.t the Hokeb.partauet.,qoa and explained 
what. st.epa th1a Hokeb.partauet.oon had to t.a&e t.o realJ.ae the pnpoaed pro
Jeot.. He aa14 t:bat. he •uld lend his 8Y81'J' aid wber4Wer the commt.tee 
needed hill. Be z-•taded t.lle co-it.t.ee tb.at. lle was t.Aeir servant. and would 
labor a't. all tulr.a to· briag abeut. auoe-• 

.Uicle ~:rea t.he alJl)Jeet ot what fiaane• t.be Jlolt~U. it-
ael.t w\114 pledge, the aaln dieuaaioa aa expla:llltd 10" zs- Vard.apet. waa 
ol'l{;anisat.ion arid t.Ae prepariag of the Coammit¥ and the people to l.aUDell 
the preJeet auee~.· 

~--



I~ was ~- -sreed that no mention be givm o~ t.lle 41V'' a 
-su••t.a pm4t.DB the aeetmg o~ 'the Hokehparta\let.ooa en ~ 
~ octol»cr 4,1946 a~ Louia R•~aa.t.. 'l'Ae aeare~ waa la
• .. to mtom -~ ot.hw • ., .... ~ the baatn••-- aroup. 
1n tile civ to attend tbta ... etmg and t'l.lrtbar diouaa tae aubJeol.. 

Tile aecret.a17 'waa further· inat:ru.ote4 to uke a co111plete record 
' 

o~ the adautee fd thia aeeti!ag and the s~t.aee thereo~ be -ror-

wardecl to the Araohuud. 

' Since 00111plete ~ ad ._. ••t. wu not eft...w& a.mcat 
a.ttere, the seer~ pleaded tbat ia41Yidual • .-_.. --~ t.'ra 
giving ou:t, atat•en.ta until ••• eoaorete pla 1a wol..;w&, The ._.. 
ld.t.tee approved \h1a plead!Dg. · · · ' ~ 

Mr. Sarld.eaiaa tb.-.. iat'o~ tJ:le Hok~etooa tAat. t.Ae Rt.. 
Rw. Zion VfU'dapet. waa to atuaak b_.ore the Veteraaa Club on Wed. Oct.. 
2Dd, aac1 bator• t.be Mot.h_..1 Gltib • Dwradi\T weniDg oot. 3r4. 

The aee't.izlg lldJoumecl wit.h a er qy 7«on VIU."dape't.. 
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)• IUNUT~ OF TH~ SBCO:ND JmE'l'Im OF THE TRUST~ OF THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC Cb.'URCU 
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Prayer by Zgon Vardapet 

This second meeting of the Hokehpa:rtsuetooa was held on FridS¥ 
~ven.i:ng, October 4 11946 at Louis Restaurant, Niagara Fal.l.s, n. Y. 

The meeting was c&ll.ed 1:9 order by the Chairman, ur. .Edward J. 
Mooradian. 

Call ot the Roll..... Preset - Mr. Dardarian, 14r. Doadourian , 
Mr. Ghougaaian, Mr. Mooradian! »r. KoshiBD, Mr. Toorigian and »r. SEil'
ldssian. ABS~- :ur. Kasar an, Mr. Kerkori8D. 

Also in attendance were several m.t>ars ot tbe cowaamiv who 
were in'rit,ed to sit in with the eoanittee. Preset - Mr. Avdoian, 114r. 
ShakarJ1an, Jlr. BllSIDaJian, Mr. Baghdaaarian. 

Minutes ot the aeeUDg 'tor October J.,st were read. Hr. Dardarian 
moved t,o accept the minutes aa read. M.oUon seconded by *• Toorigian. 
Mot.ion carried. 

Mr. Mooradian proposed in an introductory t.alk that the coJDIDi t tee 
proceed with the business of eatablislling plma tor our proJect and ez.. 
pressed that t.be coJIDittee ahoul.d act in a personal and triend.q aanner• 
since they were not at.rangera t,o each othar. 

llr. Dardarian raaarked that for 35 years the Armenian CCW~PJDiV 
in liiagara Falls baa achiwed. a n-.gat.ive ruult in tbe advanc•ent of 
our people. The Coaauni t¥ needa uplift and the ooncenaua o:t the thought. 
is tJlat SOJDetbing should be done. The peopl.e are re~ t.o support our 
proposed obJective. Let us do our part. 1n giving leadership and ~~&t,crial. 
help. 

J4r. Toorigian r .. -.phaai.aecl that 8t.f3 aucceaa t.o be had could 
~·be obt.aiae4 by &4rt.1oa and aa aoU.ve and workiag oo..dttee. 

lfr. Dosdouriaa aaidt " we are all in egre--t,, let• • pneeed. 
Repition o~ d•iru Cloea no produce reaulta. " 

At th1a Juncture, the invited gueata aade atat.aenta uphol.dhag 
the collllitt,ee's head. Kr. Shak:arjian notab]J streeaed tb.at our Job ooul.4 
-~ be done and that the people await.ed our act.ion. 

:u:r. Sarkissie1 the aecret.ary r.s.nded the COIIId.t.tee that certain 
pl.edgea were made at a previous meeting and stated , Let ua keep our 
pledges so that we SIP¥ keep tJle peeplea good will. aD4 support. The 
seere't.az7 eal.led the reU &Dd aaked the pledg• be real.ised in the tom 
of caah on the da7 of the geeral aeeUDg o~ the people of Niagara Falla 
to be hel.d oa OCtober 9th at Our Lad7 of Lebanon Church Hall. For the 
RECORD the :toll~wiDg pledges were decreed as cash •• Yr. Dardarian,8500.00J 
Mr. Gho~aa1aa1~.001 »r. Koahian,1000.oo, Mr. Doadourian, 1000.00; 
:ur. Toor1giari. bOO.OO, Ur. Mooradian 250.00. 

The Hokehpartsuetoon designated llr. Sarkiasian1 Mr. Toorigian, 
and Ur. Ghougaaian to contact othe:r a.abars ot the bua1neaa co~~mmJ:tvr. 
for 'pl.edgea. 

A heated diCNSai.en arose tro. atabera aa to hew the f\mds col
lected were ·to be held. The maJori v ot the Holtebpartauetoon held the 
bel.i~ t.b.at. since it was an official. ccmat.it.uted boQJ', holding cert.ain 



tl"usts and rEIJIPOD.aibiliUea,that. it. waa the onlY 'bod¥ who should be 
vest.ed with the aut.:borit," tO collect- and held the aaae in the naae 
of tae oo.ait-t.ee. The d1itcussion of an outa14e agenq to hol.c:l such 
f1mCls, or even higher autbori v, the comm1 t:t;ee held that 1 t could 
not. go along with this thought. 

Mr. Sarkissian held that 8D7 other action to change the status 
quo of the couait;t,ee•s ri,sh't;ful aut.horiv was a challenge to the 
character, 1ntegritq, and t.ruat. of it.a m.abera. 

The Rt.. Rev Zgon Vardapet. en:t.ered the discussion explaining 
certain rules of the church on such matt-en and expJ."e&aed the thought 
~at, we should adhere 1.o th• consUwt.ion which gov--.a on &.ll. suela 
aat.t,era. · 

llr. Dardarian· diasmt..ed r•arking that sbeuld 8'lJ'¥ au'thorit, 
bfVond that ot the Hok~artauet.ooa aaauae control. or av:Ulori'Q' o~ 
:f\mda, he would be obliged t.o loae taee aad int.egri't,y &11&0Qgat h1a 
business aaaociat-•• 

llr. S8rld.as1an stated t.he t.he Hokebpart,suet.oon intcded in 
following the con.st.it.ut.ion and obeyirlg its provisiona but. t.hat. the 
loaal CO!mlftt.ee waa e~ ent.it.le4 to treedoa o:t act.iltll 1n loea1 
aat.t.ers. Arr3 other act.ion is un Aaeriean. 

The chairaan. 1 Yr. Mooradian t the aeked that t..be different. 
recommcdat.iona made,be incorporat.ea. and preaent,ad u a rasol.ut.ion 
t.o be passed upon b7 the Hok.epart.auet.ooa. 

The tollowJas reaolut.ioa was paaaed llY the COIIIDi t.t.ee. 
RESOLUTION -THAT the t'unds coUeet.ecl should be held and deposit.ed 1a 
t..he n•e o£ t.he ~IAN CHURCH BLIXi. ~'D OF NIAGARA. FALLS, and that. 
ita use be ~ for the purpMe of conat.ruet.ion and that approval and 
count.eraigniDg of higher aut.horiv be nec•aar.v Olll;r in evant. of ccm
stNcUOil and t.ba't. all ot..b.er direct.ion be held by tb.e l.oeal cep=1t,.-t,eeJ 
t'urther tb&t.,a pet.v ~;as h t\md should be set. up to maint.ain aiao. and 
a<Jm:tn1st,rat.tve expcaea; and further that. with ta.e above reaervaU... 
the Hokehpartsuetoon contonaa with the l• o:t higher authority'. 

zg.n Vardapet. part.icipe:t.ed 1n the discusaioas clearing up 
ma:tt.ers t.ecl:micaJ. as to churCh authority and its constitution. The 
Commit.t.ee held that. it. would a:-.em itself aoeol'\Ung to auoh ooavent.ioa 
and constit.ut.ioa but. that. on aat.t.ers of looa.l reponaib:I.Ui\Y it. wae a 
difterent. s1t.uat.ion.The Holtebpart,suetoon ia bound wit.h tbe au'tllori~ 
vest.ed 1n it. to pertol'll aJ.l such aat.t.era tha'tt coaae wit.bia 1t.s soope, 
and if local. ~eedoa-c4lasmobta1Dab~e tb• the reput.at.ion, integri't\Y, 
and work of the Hok.abpartauetoon •uld ~er. 

Zga Vardapat, coaduct..:l a pra.yer. 
Not.ioea :tor Ule general aeet1ng ct.ober 9t.h were paaatld on. 
The meet.:t.ng waa then adJourned j 


