
Mr. Albert Amato 
522 Niagara Street 
Niagara Falls, New York 14303 

Dear Albert: 

We hope this letter finds you in good health; we appreciate deeply 
your spirit of concern and dedication to the faithful congregation of 
our Church and approve of your efforts to serve them as best you can. In 
answer to the question you raised with regard to your ecclesiastical 
status as a Tbir of the Armenian Church, we wish to inform you of those 
acts which you may and may not undertake. 

You may lead the choir and congregation in performing such Church 
services as do not contain any sacrament. You are not permitted to 
celebrate any sacrament whatsoever, nor are you permitted to give any 
blessing. 

You may perform Sunday services per our previous stipulations and 
instructions, as well as those services noted above (morning service, 
evening service, etc.) 

You are permitted to visit the sick in"hosp1tals or at home, and to 
make visits to families, in the name of the Church. You may prepare 
Nushkar yourself and bring it to the sick or to families. 

The packet of materials as outlined in your letter of October 15, 
is a worthy and useful endeavor which we fully approve, 

At a funeral wake you may lead and sing those songs which are per­
formed by the choir at the funeral service, as well as the "Hayr Mer" 
(O~r Fatherl. the latter being permissible for all occasions. In addi­
tion, you may chant the deacon•s words which appear on the tope of page 
55 of the "Badarakamaduytz (The Divine Liturgy in blue binding, New York, 
1969), as follows: 
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Mr. Albert Amato December 15, 1980 

(In Armenian) Yev yevus khaghaghutyan usDer aghachestsook: 
Vasn hankootzyal hikvotzn aghachestzook uz­
Pergichn mer Krisdos, zi uznosa unt artarsn 
tasetze yev uzmez getzaotze shnorh1v voghor­
mootyan yuro: Amenagal Der Asdvadz mer, getzo 
yev voghonnyal 

(In English) Again in peace let us beseech the lord. 
For the souls of them that are at rest, let us 
beseech Christ our Savior, that He may reckon 
them with the just and may save us by the grace 
of His mercy. Almighty Lord our God, save us 
and have mercy. 

During home visits, it is suggested that you recite the "Hayr Mer". 
In addition, a stanza of the prayer "Havadov Khosdovan1m'1 (I confess in 
faith) by St. Nersess Shnorhami may be said. This stanza, beginning 
with the words "Bahaban amenayni Krisdos IChrist, guardian of all) may 
be recited. This excerpt may be found in the Jerusalem, 1975 edition of 
the "Zhamak1rk 11 on page 552. The text and translation are as follows: 

(In Anmenian) Bahaban amenayni Krisdos, ach ko hovani litzi i 
vera im 1 deve yev 1 kisher1, 1 nsdil 1 dan, i 
knal janabarh, i nnchel yev 1 harnel, zi mi yerpek 
sasanetzaytz. lev voghormya ko araradzotz yev intz 
pa~~~~~ameghi s. 

{ln English) Christ, guardian of all, may your right hand shelter 
me by day and by night, when I sit at home and when 
I journey on the road, when I sleep and when I 
rise, that 1•· never waver. And have mercy upon 
your creatures and upon me, the sinful one. 

During visits to the sick, you may recite ''Hayr Mer" and the litany 
on page 283 of the "Jamakirk" cited above. 

(In Armenian) Vasn hivantatz yev amenayn vshtatzelotz aghachestzook 
uzPergichn mer Krisdos. zi voghormestz1 ust medzi 
voghormootyan PUfi."~¢Hstl-ti¥' ukhtz yev uz­
hivantootyoons hokvotr yev inannnotz dzarrayi tz j&WUfZ?;l 
yev gadaryal arroghchutyamp hasustze zamenesyan i 
mshtnchenavor yev hanakht gyans. Vor arraketzav i 
Horeh i pzhshgaetyoon azki martgan, miadzin vortin 
Asdoodzo, Der mer yev Pergich Hisoos Krisdos getzo 
yev voghonnja. 
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Mr. Albert Amata December 15, 1980 

(In English) We beseech of our Savior Jesus Christ on behalf 
of the sick and of all who are grieving, that He 
be merciful unto them according to His great 
mercy, and that he cure the illnesses and diseases 
of soul and body of His servants, and that He 
deliver all to eternal and unblemished 11fe in 
complete health. Our lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
you who were sent from the Father for the healing 
of mankind, 0 Single Begotten Son of God, save us 
and have mercy. 

We trust that the above will be of use to you, and pray that in this 
season of the Holy Nativity of Our Lerd, He grant you peace, health, joy 
and the gifts of His Holy Spirit. 

st 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
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11th December, 1980. 
Mr. Albert R. Amato, etc. 

Dear Albert, 

We hope this letter nds you in good health; we appreciate deeply your 
spirit of concern and edication to thea faithful congregation of our 
Church and approve o you~•fforts to serve them as best you can. 

estion you raised with regard to your ecclesiastical 
statud as aa-aee~~ of the Armenian Church, we wish to inform you of 
those acts which you may and may not undertake. . 

You may lead the choir and congregation in performing such Church services 
as do not contain any sacrament. You are not permitted to celebrate any 
sacrliment whatsoever, nor are you permitted to give any blessillng. 

You may perfo:rm Sunday sez-vices ted our previous stipulations and instruc­
tto·ns, ·as well as those services no e above (morning service, evening 
service et al.) • 

You are permitted to visit the sick in hospitals or at home, and to make 
visits to families, in the name of the Church. You may prepare nushkhar 
yourself and bring it• to the sick or to families. 

The packet of materials as outlined in your letter of 15th October is 
a worthy and useful endeavor which we fully approve. 

At a funeral wake you may lead and sing those songs which are performed 
by the choir at the funeral service, as well as the Hair Mer ('Our Father'), 
the latter being permissible for all occasions. In addition you may cha.nt 
the deacon's words which appear on the top of Page 55 of the Badarakamadults 
(the Divire Liturgy in blue binding, New York, 1969), as follows: 

(in Armenian) Yev yevus khaghaghutyan uzDer aghachestsuk: 
Vasn hankutsyal hokvotsn aghachestsuk uzPergichn mer Krisdos, 
zi uznosa unt artarsn tasestse yev uzmez getsustse shnorhiv 
voghormutyan yuro: Amenagal Der Asdvadz mer, getso yev voghormyal 

(in English:) Again in peace let us beseech the Lord. 
For the souls of them that are at rest, let us beseech Christ 
our Saviour, that He may reckon them with the just and may save us 
by the grace of His mercy. Almighty Lord~ our God, save us and have 
mercy. 

During home visits, it is suggested that you recite the Hayr Mer. In 
addition, a stanza of the prayer Havadov khosdovanim ('I confess in faith') 
by St. Nerses Shorhali may be said. This stanza, beginning with the words 
Bahapan amenazni Krisdos ('Christ, guardian of all') may be recited. This 
excerpt may be found in the Jerusalem, 1975 edition of the Zhamakirk on 
Page• 55~. The text and translation are as follows: 

(in Armenian:)Pahapan amenayni Krisdos, ach ko hovani litsi i vera im i 
dave yev i kisheri, i nsdil i dan, i knal i jana~arh, i nnchel yev i 
harnel, zi mi yerpek sasanetsayts. vev voghormya• ko araradzots yev ints 

pazmameghis. 
(in English:) Christ, guardian of all, may your right hand shelter me 

by day and by night, when I sit at home and when I journey on the road, 
when I sleep and when I rise, that I may never aaxakakaa waver. And have 
mercy upon your creatures and upon me, the sinful one. 

During visits to the sick, you may recite Hayr Mer and the litany on 
Page 283 of the Jamakirk cited above: 
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(in Armenian:) Vasn hivantats yev amenayn vshtatselots aghachestsuk 
- uiPergichn mer Krisdos, zi voghormestsi ust medzi voghormutyan 

yurum yev pzhshgestse zakhts yev uzhivantutyuns hokvots yev marmnots 
dzarray.its yurots, yev gadaryal·arroghchutyamp hasustse zamenesyan i 
mshtnchenavor yev hanakht k gyans. Vor arraketaav i ~oreh i pzhshgutyun 
azki martgan, miadzin vortin Astudzo, Der .mer yev Pergich Hisus Krisdos 
getso yev voghormya. 

(ln.Englis:h:) W~ b-Eiseecn _of o-qr Savior __ Jesus Christ on behalf of the 
sick -.nd of all who are grieving, that He -be merciful unto them according 
to His great mercy, _and that l)e· cure the illnesses and disea·ses of 
soul and body.of His servants, :and that He delive:r all to eternal and 
unblemished life ·in complete health. our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
you who were .Sent from the Father f-Or the healing Of mankind, 0 Single 
Begotten Son of God, sav-e_us and.have mercy. 

We trust that.the above ¥~ill be of use to yQu, and prayW that in 
thii season of the Holy :Nativity of our Lord, He grant you peace, health, 
.1oylr and the gifts. of His Holy Spii"it. · 

Prayerfully, 

ATM 
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300 9th STREET 
NIAGARA FALLS, N, Y. 14303 

Phone: 28Z-2S87 

Qerashnorh 
Der Torkom Arkepiscopos Hanoogian 
Arachnort Hayasdanyatz Yegeghetzvo 
Hioosisayin Amerigayi Temin 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Srbazan Hayr; 

"bltUlfUf'IU :bnt.U 

October 15, 1980 

I am writing to remind you of our conversation while you were here, 
in which Your Eminence told me that you would inform me by letter of any 
and all liturgical functions and prayers I may perform as 'Tbir' in the 
absence of a Priest. In the daily life of our Parish, I wish to do as 
much as is possible to fill the void created by the departure of Der Hayr. / 
I understand that I, with others may do the 'Sunday Worship Service' as v 
outlined by Your Eminence. I am more concerned with a prayer or prayers 
from the t1ashdotz or other sources that I may officially say as Tbir and 
as representative of the Parish on such occasions as visiting the sick 
in the hospital o~ at home, or when visiting homes, or at a funeral wake ~­
(until the priest arrives which sometimes takes several days), or at the 
grave of deceased. I think it would be in the best interest of the 
Parish if I can do these things in the absence of a Priest for if no one 
is here on a daily basis the people will turn to other Churches or lose 
their desire to have these things all together. At the same time if I 
go with another member to visit some of these 600 families, I want to be 
able to pray with them an Armenian prayer. In regard to those families . / 
I also wonder if I could bring 'Nushkar' to them ? If I can bring it to v 

them, can I make it or must a Priest? I am going to prepare packets which 
will contain 'Jashagetzook', 'HayrMer', a few pamphlets explaining the 
Armenian Church, and whatever other small items I think appropriate 
which will all be obtained from the Diocesan Bookstore. I will leave / 
these packets in each Armenian home I visit along '"ith names and 
addresses for the Parish ,Diocese, A.G.B.U. etc. Hopefully this will 
form a link to these families who we have lost touch with or never even 
known. 

Therefore, Srbazan Hayr, I await your instruction, if you send 
me Prayers from the Hashdotz, please give the page number and if possible, 
a translation for the sake of those unfamiliar with the language. For 
myself I will be happy to study and memorize the Armenian directly from 
the Hashdotz so that I may properly read it to those \vho would thus benefit. 

I express my gratitude to you for finding me worthy to be granted 
the rank of Tbir, and I again assure you of our continued prayers for 
Your Eminence and the Diocese and ask a small prayer for ourselves here 
at St. Sarkis Parish. 

Hadchim Ee Hampooyr Tzer Adjooyn 

'/'U[rn.-?1215't P ~J>(JJ. f o 
Albert R. Amato 
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Octob~ 26, 1980 

U· tJUrq.ttU l.l18lLUSl1'bbU.88 
bllb'lb811 

~uw.ru lbOJ..O 

The PevtL.\h Council held .:tlt.U monthly mee.Ung .i.n .the Chwtc.h Hall. tt6t:~ 

moJt.n.i.ng Settv.i.c.e.6, Su.ndtty, Oc.tobett 26, ttt: 12:00 noon. 

PJt.e.6 ent: M6 en Avdo.i.ttn Malt.gttJt.et: Avdo.i.ttn .Semtt T ttJt.p.i..n.i.ttn 
Helen f .Unc.hlim Albe.Jt.t: hnttt:o VeboJt.tth Amttt:o 

Sec.lle:talty '.& RepoJt.t:: MaJLgaJLet: Avdo.i.ttYIJlettd pJt.ev.i.ou..6 month'.& mi.YIU.t:e.6. Af.,t:eJL tt 
COJt.Jt.ec.:Uon quoting tt pJt..i.c.e o 6 $2 5. 00 tt t.tJeeh. noJt. Jt.eta.in.i.ng FJt.ttnh. G.i.ttnc.ola. M oJt.gttn.i..&t:, 
the. mi.YIU.t:e.6 We.Jt.e ttppMve.d d.6 Jt.ettd. 

TJt.e.Mu.Jt.e!t.'.& RepoJt.t:: Vue .to .the ttb.&enc.e o~ .the TJt.e.Mu.Jt.elt, Shtthe.n Be.clJt.o.&.i.ttn, a motion 
Wtt4 made. and pM.&ed .to wave. .the. monthf.y TJt.e.Mu.Jt.~'..& Jt.e.poJt.t: until. .the. ne.x.t meeting. 

Ba.dalta.k Va:te.6: l!Je httve. no:t heaJtd nllom :the. V.i.oc.e..&e. M to wluLt da.t:u aJLe ttva.il.a.b!e. 
6oJt. a. vuillng PJU..e..&t: .to c.ome. to P~noJt.m .the Ba.dalta.k ..in oWL Pa.JU...6h. Ai..bell:t Ama;to 
wa.n.te.d .to telephone. .the. Vioc.e..&e. but ..&inc.e. Sha.he.n ttta.6n' :t pll.e..&e.nt a.nd he. WilLI .to c.all.. 
we w.il1. wctU noJL Sha.he.n '.& llepoJt.t:. 

CMi.&t:mM Vanc.e: Se.mtt ..&u.ggute.d thtt.t .the. La.cLi.u Guitd c.htt.i.JL .the ChJLi.&tmM Vanc.e. 

but the. CluU!unttn, AMen Avdo.i.ttn, ..&ai.d .the. Pa.JU...6h Council ne.e.d-6 the.:~l,und-6 JL..ight now 
moJt.e than the. La.c:Ue..& Gu.il.d but t:ha.t: U would be. tt good .i.de.a. .to d.&h. them f,oJL t:he..i.JL 
help in 6ood pJLepalt.a.tion ttnd de.c.oJt.tttion of, the HaU. 

PaJUtb!e..&: Vi4c.u..&.&ion WM httd abou;t .the. JLeacU.ng o~ the. PaJUtb!u ttnd ha.ving tt 
cofibe.e. hou.Jt. a.6.te!t. ChuJtc.h noJL membelt..6 t:D cU&c.uu the.ilr. undelt..6ta.nc:Ung o6 the. lle.ac:Ung. 
Since we. ha.ve. a.!Jleady J.>ta.Jl.te.d a Mollni.ng Se.Jt.v.<:.c.e. pllogJLa.m und~ Ae.be.Jt.t: Ama..to '.o 
gtU.da.nc.e, we. w..i..U.. have.t~ive. .oome. :time a.nd e.55oJt.t: in:to imple.me.nting thi4 PaJLa.bte. 
di.&c.u..&..&ion a.nd Co66ee. Hou.JL. 

Chu.Jt.c.h Ad: Sema. TMpini.a.n .&uggute.d tha.t we. ta.h.e. a.n a.d in .the. SyJL.i.ttn OJt.t:hodox 
"Chu.Jt.c.h de.dic.ttt:ion book£.et:. A6te.Jt. cU.&c.uMion, it Lua.6 decided t:ha.t e.a.c.h me.mbe.JL 
VOiu.ntaJLi!y C.O~bu.t:e $6.00 nOJL a tota.i On $60.00 to buy a.n ad. 

Sunda.y Sc.hoo!: Sema TaJLpin.i.ttn made. a motion thttt: a $200.00 Sunday .Sc.hoo! 
ttc.c.oun.t be. e..&ta.bwhe.d by Nov.1, 1980. Thi4 f,und ..&hou.!d ha.ve. the. ..&ignttt:u.Jt.e o~ 
two pe.op!e., one 51lom .the. Su.nda.y Sc.hoo! .&.ta.~S a.nd one. nJLom the. PMi4h Counc.i!. 
To da..te. Ve.boJLtth Ama..to hM been u..&ing hell own fiuttd.6 and hM not: be.e.n JLeimbu.Me.d. 
Hei.e.n FUnc.hu.m .&ec.onde.d mo.ti.on and U pM9e.d una.n.i.mow.,ty. 

Pall-Uh Mode.JLa..toJL: Helen FUnc.hu.m made. a. mo.ti.on :that Ai..be.JL.t Ama.t:o be. pa.id a 
wage o 6 $100.00 a. we.e.k by St. SMW Chu.Jt.c.h &oJL ..&~vic.e..& JLende.JLe.d and in :the 
ttb.&e.nc.e. on a ·pJLiu.t, 0oJL a .&ix month peltiod beg-inning ~Jove.mbe.JL 1, 1980 a.~te.JL 
whic.h. lime. an e.va.!ua..ti.on w.W be made. a.nd a. c.on:Unua..ti.on. on :the. po..&.<:.:Uon JLe.­
vot:e.d on. Sfte 5u.JL:.the.JL adde.d .that: hi4 du.:Ue..& would be M la.id out in a 'job 
duc.Jliption' ttppJLove.d by the. PMi4h Counc.i!. 



Minu:te6 o6 Od.obeJr. 26, 1980 Pa!Li.6h Cowr.ci.t Meeting cont. page.2 

Pa!U6h Mode/ULtoll. c.on:t. 

ThU mo.t.ion wa.6 4e.c.onde.d by Serna. TaJr.pi..n-i.an, vot;e.d upon ttnd ptt44e.d Ll.¥lt%.YI-imoi.L4iy. 

It wa.6 lle.que6.te.d .thJLt tt note. be made .to the dtty' 4 m-i.nut.u 4ta:U.ng tha.t: 

AU. Pa!Li.6h Counc.U. membe!L6 Welle. .in6o!Urle.d o6 .thU meeting. 

No o.the.ll. bu.6..ine64 being pll.Ue.nted the meeting wa.6 ttdjoLLilne.d CLt 2:00 p.m. by 
the. Chai.Juna.n, Alt6 en Avdo.uin. 
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Job V~C!Uption -- PaJL.Uit t.fode/UltoJL 

Salalty -- $100.00 peJL week 

CleM.c.al - Modvr.atoJL Vuti.u 

- ~.ta.b.UAh Jr.egui.M. ot)6.i.c.e hoUIL6 
ex. Mon., (rJed., ThuM. -- 9:00 a..m. :to 1:00 p.m. 

- Rev-Ue, u.pda.:te, ma..Ln.:ttUn a.U. o66.Lc.e Jr.ec.olr.CL6, 6-U.u a.nd c.oMupondenc.e. 

- Contbw.e. to WJLUe., e.dli, mail the mon.thl.y Chwr.c.h New6ie:t:teJt 

- Ma...i.n;ta).n Chu.lt.c.h ma..i.Ung fu:t. 

- Onc.e ea.c.h week v.UU Ho6pUai..6, 11U!1..6hig homu, e:tc.. 

- Begbt :to v.i.6U, .Ln :the na.me o!) the PaJt1..6h, :the homu o6 :the. oveJt 600 ~amU,l.e-6 on 
the ma.i.li.ng fu:t. (Thue. v..U,.i;t& will. be. w.Uh a.no:theJL pcvU61UoneJL, motr.e. ~lu.e.n:t .Ln 
Attmert.La.n tha.n my.& et 6. l 

~ Make--pta.n6 a.nd oJr..gtmi.ze e66olt:U :to bJLbtg Cu..Uwta.t eve.rtt6 .6u.c.h M :the A.G.B.U. 
A~g Va.nc.e Ttr.oupe, Fathetr. O.&haga.n'.& Cho4at GJLoup, :the V.Loc.e.&a.n V~a. Gtr.oup, 
etc.. :to oWL Mea.. 

- G.i.ve a. ma.x..Unum e66oJLt :to otr.ga.n.i.U.ng a.nd u:ta.bllih.Lng BINGO (a.t a. toc.a.Uon ou.U.i.de 
· :the ChUILc.h) • 

- Ma...i.n;ta;.n tr.egula.tr. c.onta.c.:t a.nd c.oopeJUtt.i.on tv.L.th the V.Loc.ua.n 066-i.c.eA a.nd f.a.UUtieA. 

Coo.fr.d.<.na.te. all e.66olt:U o6 the Oll.ga.n.Lza.ti.on6 o~ the P~h a.ncl no.&tetr. c.oope!ta.U.on 
- a.mong them. 

- To ma..Lnta..Ln a.nd/ otr. e.ota.bllih -- Youth GMup.&, Young Adult Gtr.oup, Attme.n.La.n 
La.ngua.ge. Sc.hoot, Sunda.y Sc.hoot, etc.. 

- To oJr..ga.n.i.ze vaJLi.ou.& pJLogl!.aln.6 .&uc.lt a..&: Le.n.:te.n &i.bte. Study, Cl~.:btta..& PJLogJr..am, 
Chtr..i.6tma..& CaJr.oUng, a. Se!Lv.i.c.e. .Ln a. ChUILc.h -i.n BuoHa..to to dJuuu :the. Mme.n.i.a.n.6 o~ 
tha.t aJLe.a. .Ln:to oWL .8pheJLe. o6 in6tue.nc.e., Youth Re.:tJr.e.a.t, PJLa.yetr. .SeJLv.i.c.u, etc.. 

· Utwr..gic.a.t, Sac.eJc.dot:al. Vuile.o 
:~t . 

Rank o6 TBIR - Vu.tiu peJc.6oJt.me.d a..& a.ppJLove.d a.nd dui..gna.te.d by :the. Plli.ma.te.. 

- Sunday M011.n.i.ng Se!Lv.i.c.e. - to te.a.d U WU.h :the. paJr.tic.ipa;Uon on o:theJt Tbfu, 
OJr..ga.n.i..6 t, e.:tc.. 

- When v.Uiling ho.&pita.t, nUIL6-i.ng home., otr. :the. home. o ~ a. ~a.mil.y - to .&ay pJLaye.M 
-peJtm.U:.te.d by the. PM.ma.:te. a.nd :to obt)e.tr. woJLd& o6 Sp.Ltr.Uua.t e.nc.outr.a.ge.me.n.t :to :the. 
people.. 



.. 

6aint 6ad&ij §nntnian :lpostolit C:burtb t u. utLrq.ttu z.u.alLusu.l.bi1Ss 
bllb'l.b8tt 300 9th STREET 

NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y. 14303 

ftoa~~t%82·2587 

Job 'f)eACJri..ption -- Pa!Ll.61t Mode/Ultolt c.orr;t. 

"Jtll1tlli'U :bnt,U 

- To o aneJL plteAC!Ube.d Plt.a.LJeM a..nd peJLnoll.m a..ny o.theJL LU:wt.g-i.c.ai.. SeJLv-ic.e. :the. PILi.ma.:te. 
prvun.i..th. ex. - pl'UUJe!L dt a. gJtttve..o-ide. v.UU, Eve.ttirtg SeJLv-ic.e., p!ta.!felt6 a.:t a. too.k.e 
(un.til .ouc.h time. a.o .the. Plt.ie..ot a.JtJt.iveA. I 

- To peJL6oJtm any otheJL .op.i.JrU:ua.f. oJr. U;twr.g.i.c.al clu..t.ie..o the. PILi.ma.te .Oee6 n.i.t t:o 
a.o.o.i.g n. 

To do any athetr. du:ti.e..o a.o.o.i.gne.d by the. PaJL.i..oh Cou.ncU. 

- Th-i..o po.oLtion .oha.U. be. 6oJt a .o.ix month pe.Jt.iod beg-inn-ing Nove.mbetr. 1. 1980. 
Aftte.Jt .o.i..x. marr-tlt.6 a. Jte.v.i.e.w by PCl!LL6h Cou.nc.il. a.nd the. Modetr.a.toJt. 1 n a.gJte.e.a.ble., 
the. po.outon w-ill be. ma.-in:ta-i..ne.d a.nd c.of!Zi.nu.e.d. 16 not .the. job will. c.e.a.oe. a.:t 
.tha:t Ume.. . 


