
v. Katchouny, 
Secretary, - _ 
The Armenian Preiacy, 
1,56 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 

·Dear Sir : 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR· THE. ARMENIAN 
CHURCH OF NIAGARA FALLS, N. ·y. 
Kerrigan D. Sarkissian, sec. 
211 Tenth Street, 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
April 21,1947. · 

I have your letter of Jan. 21 11947 2 in which you have forwarded 
me a book of Baptismal Certificates ane1 a bl.ll for $15.00 covering the 
cost for same. 

. I wish to draw your attention to the fact that there were only 
8 c~rtificates in the book you sent me , instead of the 10 you mentioned 
.in your letter. Three of these certificates were filled out by the Rt.Rev. 
Zgon for baptismals already performed and the other 5 were unfilled. 

Since our Hokaparstuetoon is without funds for administrative 
purposes (all our funds are frozen in the construction f'und), I have been 
directed by the Board of Trustees to forwrd you the amount of $4.50, the 
amount due for the 3 certificates· already filled and the remainder to be 
paid as baptismal certificates are issued. This .is a temporary condition 
until we obtain funds for administration • Enclosed is a postal note in 
the amotm.t stated above. 

• ~; ,, ___ ,., ': ;o""'~~~·:.:;,.,.l•2···· llliil{' 
-.. ;) 



H:r::·. Charles 1:'. Obenhack 
505-6 Eld~~rf'iolu L>uildir.lL; 
J:iiagara l''alls, l~.Y. 

Dear Mr. Obenl:Lack: 

I have received the plan :fo,r ourJniat;ara ls church. 
It ls excellent. I would or.t.ly .ike to suggest slig:Ut 
alteration. Could .fOU aL ant~e tho stairs tu the i:.tall .f'rout 
the ri0ht in such a wa:f ti:u.1.t the right tranacept lookS like 
the loft~t preserving the SJI.llllietry? You could porl.1.aps take 
raoro spat.e ofl" t..: ... e tranacept for tne staii•s? 

As to the f':r..•outage, tile :J;lOinted arci:l ls an essential 
.feature of our arcilitocturo. Porl1aps .1 ou co\lld put a pointDd 
:C'eatUI•e on t.i:lo :facade, two eol'l..U!lru3 on the two sides, end 
elima.to the towor al t;ogotuex•, makin:~; provision however in 
:such a waJ that it r:JJil;J ;.;o pousll:>le in future to pu.t up a 
tower rigilt ove1• the r<.Jof o1' tho nartaex .. 

Sineerel.;~ ,) uurs, 

Tiran Bisi:l.op 
of the Artacnian Church ln north America 



CHARLES F. OBENHACK, A. I. A. 

R~ 1/Jtduted 
505-6 ELDERFIELD BUILDING PHONE 7272 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 

Bishop Tiran Nersoyan 
336 W. 20th St. 
New York, N. Y. 

My dear Bishop: 

December 17, 1947 

I am mailing to ymu under separate cover, a revised 
drawing of the proposed Niagara Falls Armenian Apostalic 
Church, incorporating the suggestions which were made during 
your visit to the city. 

I am also enclosing the elevation proposed at that time. 
I have given considerable study to a different elevation, and 
thus far have been unable to develop a design which would be 
satisfactory, and at the same time inexpensive. Perhaps this 
might be because of my limited knowledge of Armenian Architec
ture. In developing these elevations I was a~ways conscious 
of the cost. 

After eliminating all. of the designs made, I should like 
to offer this suggestion, which I believe will be in harmony 
with the Architecture peculiar to Armenia, and at the same tine 
in accordance with American tradition, and economy. This sdgges
tion is the elimination of the tower, and in its place, put a 
roof over the area similar to the one on the opposite side, 
either by the hipped roof as indicated, or with gable ends. 

I shall be very pleased to receive any criticisms or sug
gestions which your consulting Architect may make. N~y I take 
this opportunity to extend to you my personal wishes for a very 
Merry Christaas, and the hope that the New Year will see reali
zation of your fond dreams of a Cathedral in New York City, and 
a church in Niagara Falls. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
CFO:mls Charles F. Obenhack 
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. . .:l· ~ aend1rig you t~'- letter ot· .. the fit-
;.: tornay tNM N14g<&ra\:~alle .. r,j the· Pomation· Qt a ,l)bdy t.n- : 

. _ th~~~· -· Wh::Dh. a<)ul.t· 'b;b1.d t~ '·±tual.:•·.'~--ttl., now },le:l~;.:b3" the·_ . 
G()Jilm~tt~_e appointed by'.UB -~n ~- te11J)ir.a~" b&aia,::· , ·· -. 
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_ . __ . ~· . . · · __ , . _·_- _:··: · -~~ ·a~1~~·e 11-.-. 119\Y __ ;, P.~oP.r-,t' ·11'1 · 
If~ag.ax-a l!-{lll~J ·in ·thtt- .'name ot\thr(\~:por~a;- zt:epresen~1n.1)··· 
;~ti~ Committee. 'n)e .. p6:mpoait1on; of 't,hls. o.•1~tee. 18 ·at -~, 
-~pr;-~nt :"~tdlP(~tQ,i;r":;o us. we. ·ahoult -~_.,~-, t~at _ 1 t)J.• "i: ' 

al••r-~ satiat6\a.to:r,:,~;n ~be _r,Jt\ute ·aa ~~i~ ,. ,,' · :~'* · 

, ,, : .. ' . . '· . ~ .1he}-& &re .varfoua' ~(Ut~lj,il.ftie:.; to 
.. ,JIIugtiUriz~;~:t& s1tv.~t1®. ·._ 't'htJ . .ttwt and· obvloua.·.oDtt .1,-~ 
. t~. ~~!l-ter th•- ·prc),gert-y' t~·.;·~~ n.me. or t;he' dl 00~~·; ''l'hl, a 

ls r\bt ;'C\dV1s.ab,t8-· ·at ; tll,e-· pr.eaent,. tbM~#- oaoauae of the .fnl~·. 
. ~ng ··:tn ··tJ!e colllr,ti\ni~tf·:~._ g~neral-, aryf also ~n view of tu ·' · 
ra.~t \. tb.lltlfth~~./tij.i:t•• }:4-n that: 'roa~c~t 41:'9' not. f't:li: ;tn .t':?it:O •• 
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·. ·. . . . ,:- _ · A1&S~,..the pro sent tt'r;a we do not· wan·t'.·to ·· 
.. torni"· .a · tteg411l~ 1nbor>pQ:rated '•V.rtsh in· ff1¥-~ar~ . F_$lla, b~~: · 
cause t>f'_:·tha ·00mpg81't1on of the oommupfty and beeauae a®h a'··. 
course ,wl-ll· ~~"-ptainl,.J. -J9.~te .diffiOQ1ti~a~ . ( · . ' . 

. .,:'f .. ';. ,·. '' '. .'' ; . . 
.. · . . ... ,,,,_:· ·~~-· need an ··:1nstP'Waerit And a 'Qody l!) N~a·· 

gara 'Falls by Jfu.ieh the .. oommittett, which we ha,o· ln lU.~ara 
·fal~t,; ~nd whloh·J!fe. oura~lve.il. b~v.e a,pppinted shO.l_l~-cl ho;d - ... 
: t 1 tle to the p .. op.j'ftty.~ But this pody:·'.hould'; be ou:r .dr .... t1ori' . 
. 'and:- :Jnould be i'e,atl)onslbla to us. ··Even. after the t'ormatlon · 
o,f·a ~gul~r ,p~.$~h.,h~a_<~oommtttee ~~ho!l~d not .be<O·~tr:olle4 

· by. th~J .Pariall,·aitd',•l;lould' be oonneoted,w.t.t~.Wkd1Tt:eotl;'g .• 
' ' '~.;- ... ,. 

. - · I think we •Jlottl.-d either form a tz-u.st* 
the_ trustihil: }?e1ng ·Roitiodioally·,ap.,~!nted bY: us·•·· qr a. '&took:.· 
oorpuraitt_on, or'·' tlt«f l··to:olca being ·9Wned·· by' t'l;e BishQP• ~-., . 

~ . . ' -· ,, . . . . . r· . '· 

' . 

- ' 

; .• 
' •. 

~· ,~:~· ·/ <:~ 
:. {,~ 

r ·;"tii-

~· 

" ·: i~· /~' 
''r 



··"'" 
.. -.---:~~'-

; ·~-

} '· 

; ~ .~ .. • - " 

. ' -.~~ 

+ .... : 

- Mr. S,im·s~l!:tan 
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_, .. _. . ..... _ _ _ 1bEf idea is on the ene band·-tq ·-ltft:\t~~:tht'l 
- -6 . p:ro~?e~'tjY,' .:i:n ~ tbe · h&nd$ and. und~:r the __ manag~mertt, or . l.~oal >P&o- .~ 
_ . ple, arid' on the .ot~er- to keep" the· :people hold·tng the __ ·_ p~":r--

· ty l.as&lly w1th1n apd under the jur1'ad1_ot1ori ·ot ~he l).~_o·•ae.,: 
"' tn order:. ~o p~vent any poss!ble schi._a tic tend.en"i'& ~;S;ft ·~· 

·.ttl._. ··®.mritfu\Jrty titQm 'alienating ·the ~operty. · · · · -
.. •' . ' : . ·. ,. . -·-.. - ·" ' 

A-s the .Oommi ttee in Niagara-- ~g.l~s-; ~, · 
de~!-nitie 'plana _to build a ohurc,.1 and they are .J,.nxious ·to ·go 
',flhe~ with ~t,. __ <I -.-ould rt;lqueat you to give pti'OI)lp\ attenttoi') 
.-to\·this- Jn&t)ter• · 
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.JACK. E. GELLMAN 

ATTORNEY AND CDUNBEt.DR AT LAW 

UNITED OFFICE BUILDING 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YOR!t. 

September 13, 1950 
~~ 
~ The Right Reverend Deran Ner Soyon 

Bishop of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, 16, New York 

Dear Sir: 

Mr. Leo Oardarian has asked me to write you relative to the in-

corporation of the Armenian Church here in the City of Niagara Falls. The 

·people of the Armenian Church in the city are anxious to have this corpora-

tion because they are now very seriously contemplating building the church 

and have an investment piece of property which will prove very beneficial to 

them. 

I am wondering whether there is a certain type of corporation that 

you suggest for a group such as this. 1£ yGu have such a form. we are naturally 

anxious to follow it. We are also anxious that the directors of the corporation 

be selected by yourself or your successor and this will ecntil'm-ei in the future. 

I would appreciate any suggestions on the setting up of this mrpora

tion that you may have. Thanking you for your courtesy in this matter, I am (/ 

Sincerely yours, 

JEG:gbw 



NEW JER SBY O}'FICE 

2308 BJlUGENLINE AVENUE 
UNION CITY DicT•an Simsarian 

' 

ATTOR;-,J!y AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

160 BROADWAY, NEW YORX 7, l'r.Y. 

TELEPHONE CORTLANDT 7-2044 

September 28, 1950 

Bishop Tiran Nersoyan 
630 Second Avenue 
New York City 

Dear Bishop Nersoyan: 

I am returning the letter of Jack E. Gellman, 
attorney at Niagra Falls, New York, dated September 
13, 1950, wherein he seeks your advice concerning 
the incorporation of the Armenian Church in Niagra 
Falls, and wherein he seeks to know whether there is 
a type or form of corporation which you can suggest 
so that he may follow same. I have also studied your 
letter to me dated September 26, 1950, relative to 
said matters. 

So long as it is desired that the property remain 
in the committee of three whom the Diocese appointed 
and not vest~ in their local church corporation, I 
suggest that a deed be given by the three members 
in whose name the property is now vestedJconveying 
said property to the same three individuals "in trust 
for the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America." 

It would be advisable to have the said trustees 
execute and deliver to you simultaneously a letter 
signed by them, stating that they are holding said prop
erty in trust for the Diocese of the Armenian Church of 
America and hold themselves ready to convey the legal 
title to said property to the Diocese of the Armenian 
Church of America when requested to do so by the Diocesan 
Council. 

Under the foregoing setup, the legal title will al
ways be in the control of the Diocesan Council. 
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Attorney Gellman's letter seems to indicate that 
the Parish wishes to incorporate and that the Directors 
of the proposed corporation are to be selected by your 
Grace at the time of the d:J:b.corporation, as well as the 
successors to continue in the future. The Constitution 
and By-Laws of our Church do not contemplate such power 
to appoint directors of a local church corporation by 
the Arachnort. I presume such provision would be legal 
if that is the intention of the local parish. However, 
the form of corporation,.. so far we have been using here
tofore, is the same as the one I prepared for the use 
of Mr. Bedros Terzian when he incorporated St. Gregory 
Illuminators Church of Armenia. I believe there is a 
copy of that charter in the Diocesan office, if not, 
I shall be glad to send you a copy. 

DS:.AN 
Enc. 

Respectfully yours, 

~~ . 
DICRAN SIMSARIAN 
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B~&bDP ~iraa 1erao7aa 
6)0 Ba.aoacl .A't'en .. 
lew lorll: City 

»ear B18op lerao,-•u 

I a. l"et1l:rlllng the letter of J'ack &. Gell.Jaan, 
attomq at 11qra Falls,. Jlew lork, 4iate4 Septea'bel' 
l)• l9SO. ~~rein be ~eek$ ro~ &dvice conce~1ftl 
the lneorpot-aUoa ot the .&,....iu Cb.vdl 1a •1aa•• 
Pall$* and wberein he seeks to know &ether -~•-*'• is · 
a t,-pe or tora et cerporatJ.on tdlicb. 701.1 caa lis&••• 
so tba t he aay f'ollow saae. I haTe also stllllled -;.. 
let-.r to •• 4ate4 Se:pt•ber 2,, l9JO• relaU.Ye h 
said utters. 

So lou.g •• it is G.esir.O. tbat the pl'Oper'\7 r~a 
1a tale ....S.ttee of tbree ~· Uae D1oeeae · appointed 
liD4 not vest• 1a tb.eir local c1Aircb eorporat1oo. I 
n&cest tlaat a deed be 11 Ytm b7 the three aeabers 
1a whose a._ the propert7 ia DOW Yeat• coave~ 
said p~operty to the sa•e three 1n41v1d•als •1n tr••' 
for the Diocese ot tne .traea1an Clnarcdl ot ltaer1ca." 

It woal4 lle adYiaable to aaye ta. saicl tr1utees 
ax~~ute $n1 deliver to you s~multaneo~lF a letter 
atped by tll•t atatin& that tb.e7 are ilol<lin& said prop• 
ert7 1n tnst for the Diocese of tbe Ara8111an Cburch ot 
Aaeriea aacl. Ulcl tb.easelvea rea4y 'kl con••7 the lqal 
title to sa14 prop•r~T to tae Dioces• or the Araeaian 
Cluu'eb. of Aaerlea .me re4t\lNted to 4o so b;y the Dioce•an 
CouacU. 

lfader the foreao1a; s•tup, the le&al title will al•&f'• be ia ~ contf'ol ot~ the Diocesan Council. 



, ' 
·~ 

.i'tGraeJ'-Iellaan's letter see~~:•- to iD.dJ.cate tlaat 
the Parish ld.sbes to lncorpe~ate -.ct that the Direc.•t>• 
o.~ ·ae proJlf*..S. corporation are to ·be· selected bf .fG_. 
I race at ilte · t1ae of the Ucccu:po:ratloa.- as •ell aa taM 
.......... to continue in the f'lltva.. ae Const1t11tioa 
&ad. llr_...a ol ·o11r Cll\JI"Cil do aot cont•plate aucl!l powe:r 
to appo1at direnors of a local cl'l\acll eorporaUoa b7 
tbtt A:rH'I:aaoR'. 1 pres•e . such prou•ton .-ou4 be lesal 
if that: is tlle hten\ion of the leeAl par1ali. Bo•n•r• 
the tqna of corporatl.orw so far we lt.aYe be• ua1a&, llere
~fere,. is -..e saae aa ·the one I preJ&red. for ttae ... 
o! lr. .hdroa farslaa QG be inCOl'JOratefl .lt.. lrqel'J' 
Illlainators Church of Araa.ta. I belie•• there is a 
COJJ' of that oaarter in the Dioce-Mn oft1ee_, it not, 
I ~U 0. glad to send you a eopf. · 

SespecttUll7 yours• 



Mr • Kerrigan D. Sarldaaian 
U9 12 Street 
Niagara Palla, B. Y • 

My dear Kerrigan& 

I have reoeived yo~ letter ot october ae. I have aen' 
a note ot condolencea to Mrs • foor1g1an. 

I am gl,ad. to hear what you wrote abo~t the coua-t procee41Dsa 
which took place on the d;ay I lett Niagara Palla • I thialc 
that Mr. Gellaan ia right 1n aaying t!lat 1 t wUl be tbe elld 
ot the tro"'ble which the opponenta ot the Ch~Oh. want to niae 
and. we can now go on with our work peacefully. T.b.ank you tea
the newapap•r ol.ipplng. It wu done very nioal.J and I tran.t 
to collPllaent you tor that. 

I .have already -uked an architect k prepa.s. the plan t•r 
your altar. .&a soon aa it reoe1vea 1 ta .tillal torm I wUl aeDd 
it on to you. I have already aent you, and you must have DOW 
reoei ve41 the wol'da whiob wUl be inaor1be4 on the corner•.,_• 
On aecond thought, I th1nk that if you have juat 1968 OU'V414 
on the cornerstone you can have tb.e worda I aent you over \be 
main entrance ot th4t churCh. !here will be no aenae 1a 
repeating the same thing on the comeratone and ~n over the 
4oor. · 

In Philadelphia we aimply carved 1952 on the comer•~• 
and I notice that thla is the usual proced.~e which moat ch~ 
tollow. It it ia not ~e(l4y too lat.,. I"woul4 ad.viaa you 
therefore to aim.pl.J put the date on the cernel'ltone and uae 
the carving on the cloor. 

I bope you are aucoeaa£Ul 1n collecting ~ ple4gea you 
got that night. J(t.lball have, of oourae, to _. ano~ 
4r1ve on the day o.r oonaecztation. In the meant!.-, J'OUl' •-'tiM 
a.hould approach also thoae Who ware not prea.eatJ ttt the 4ixaa' 

J.n laulta Reataurant. I lUll enoloaina _. liat JOU M4 requ.eeted.. 
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JOU W N(&UefH4• I •eulcl -e:z-:s.•e JMlP H~. · .. ___ -~~.··.-_ ... • 
ua athJt_aaalcSag a ~J of 1t _ .. '* tbll u • ~· •• .. w have 1D. taM •ft'l~Nh . . _, ·. · -· 

1 aball tMil Ctl.te to Do••••_ 1& Uld leoeMS. ..... -.. ,,._. 
tltu.ir rus.s-•• ttu• .t wo\44 11U to b&'Ve 7011 . ._.. •<.-.. · . 
oo~ec' ..... Ull ....__ ot lttaa ••••• Awos-.·tial ··· 
a_. T.,tat.•n 10 1. Mil ._.s.o., tt&ea OD the ............ ·· 
b.ave alN<a4J 4'Mi1W• · · 

.TH:AS -·· 

.,. .. With \)Nil ..... : .... _\ 

.... l'Ml ble .. ,..., ' < ' •· < 

-, . 
' 

,·· 



Sir eli Surpazan: 

Kerrigan D. Sarkissian 
419-12th Street 
Niagara Falls, ·r-:. Y. 
Nov. 4, 1952 

I have been requested to obtain the pattern of 

the Armenian Characters (ST. SAR><IS ARMllii.AJIT CHURCH) n,;c essary 

for placing on the corner stone. Can you please rush me a 

drawing of these Armenian Characters as the contr~ctor and the 

peorle making said stone are in need of it immediately. 

S<::condly, a friend ofours and a member of our 

chlli·ch is going to visit in California and I would desire ~ 

C•::;rtificate or letter authorizing hilr• to solicit and recieve 

such gifts as may be attained. I would appreciate having said 

letter made in the name of Sahag Avdoian of 1017 East Fa.lls Street, 

Niagara Falls, N. Y. and forwarded to me at your earliest 

opporttm.ity. 

The construction ofthe church is going according -. 
to schedu~ at ·,,he present time, and I am also Vi=.ry busy attempting 

to collect the pleqges made. 

With every kind regard, I am 

Very sinc~ly yours, y;;;:: 
/It/~ u:__ 

I 
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Beveaber ll, 1952 

Mr. Sallag J.vd.o1an 
1017 Baat Falla Street 
Niagara Falla, N. Y • 

Dear Mr. Avdoian t 

I am happy to learn that you have expreaae4 wUlingnut 
to approach church•lov.ing Arun1ana in various o1t1ea 1n 
our Diooeae or 1n California and ask tor their help toward 
the building or our St. ~ark1a Church in Niagara· Pal.la. 

I know that our CODIIli.lll1tJ 1n Niagara Palla, being a 
amall one, neecla auch help urgently 1n order to achieYe 
tbe1r sacred goal. · 

I hope and pray th. Almighty tnat yo~ efforts will 
be truittul and thoae whom yo~ will be able to appro&Cb 
for contr1but1ona, will reali&e the importance or hafing 
another Ar•n~ Church 1n our Diocese, and help with tbeix' 
contr1b~1ona accordingly. 

M&J ~ Lord bleaa you and all· those wbo will bave 
their share 1n the building or a houae to the "Goc! ot ous
.Fathera•. 

TN&AS 

Yo\ll'a with paternal bleaainga 
and. pray era 1 

Arohb1ahop Tiran 



-

April 15, 1953 

Mr. Aerrigan D. Sarkissian 
419 12th Street 
Niagara Falla 1 N • Y. 

Dear Kerrigan a 

I have just received your letter of the 13th or April. 

I am sending you a design tor an altar. 
one in New York to make the altar. However, 
and get an estimate • ln the meantime you do 
compare results and proceed accordingly. 

I do not know 81.1¥ 
I shall make inquiries 
the same, and we shall 

This design, of course, is too high. Consequently, the follow• 
1ng instructions should be oaret'ully followed: 

1. Eliminate dome and crosa on the dome. 

2. Make the tour columna shorter by l t 6" 1 thus reducing the 
t'ront columns to 3' 2" and back columna to l' 4". 

3. Make the height of the picture shorter by l' s". 
4. Change the curve of the top aide of the frame of the picture 

to conform with the curvature of the arch. 

5. Widen the outer frame of the picture to 2' 6". 

6. Extend the top frame design of the altar to the two sides. 

7. Place a cross ornament on the front instead of the angel 
design and add another ornament on both sides of the cross. 

TU:AS 

With these changes the altar will be a beautiful one. 

I shall wait for word from you for the organ. 

June 14 ia a good day tor me. Try to be ready by then. 

Yours with paternal love, 

Archbishop T-iran 



... 

Sireli Sur-pazan; 

419-12th Street 
Niagara F<::.lls, V. Y. 
April 13, 1953. 

Hegaroing your letter from Clevela.nd i~ reearas to the orgam., 
we are unable to find a donor for the ore-;an. but it is our v,ish to uave the 
one you mentioned. 'Ve will have to procure it ·v;hen we h<we the necc::ssary f'und&. 
Eight nov1 -~ye do not yst have sufficient fun6s for the r:;<~rment of the cnurch, 

Now in regards to the altar. If you are Havint it made tnere 
for o.:·hilJment to JJie.c;<:..ra, please e.dvise us. If not and the plans are completed 
, pl8::=tse send them so v;e can irrxnediately set out to find a person or firm 
thE ... t cc._n build it. 

I wish to :::>...:::: ain remind you th<.:tt if the altar is large and in 
one piece, we m<::;y not be <'.ble to eet it in thru the doors. If it is in sec
tions, we can carry it thru the largsst of the doors Vihich has a widt:i:1 o:f 
4 feet eii_;ht inches . 

.Again I would like to knovv how hie;h the altar will be. I 
advised you ir·1 my last letter and ir: my conversations with Hair Sourp Torcom 
that the altar should not be hig~"ler than nine f'eet otherwise the topmost 
part of the cross would be touching the cieling at the point where you 
desired the altar to be placed. ~lle are very anxious to have this matter 
taken care of immediately. I wish a.lso to inform you that the archi teet 
and builder was able to locate the stainf~d glass ~if't of Ivir. MarkariEJl 
in thi:::! rear of sanctuary. 

··re expect upon the word of the contractor to have th building 
completed by the end of April 1953 and we are c;ivinc_, ourseleves a month ana 
a half to t,et things in order. If it is altogether possible, we would like 
to have the church consecration on June 14th for the reason that it is the 
anniversary on which the blessing of the ground took place ond secondly it 
is appropriate because because it is FL.i\.G DAY. However since all things are 
dependent upon the altar and other furnishings, we cannot definitely commit 
ourselves to that date. 

1'Vhen it is certain when vve can Lave the nee essary things 
then we can def'initely set the date. It is for that r•3ason that I am most 
anxious to hear from ~rou concerning the altar. 

Today the builders are puttine up the ceiling in the church 
and hall and I am informed that tha-_ part of the work will be finished this 
week. After that the only thines that remain are the finishin[, of the floor, 
trim work, painting of woodwork and the necessary clean up process before 
the builc.ing is turned over to us. 

Hop int; to hear f'rom you soon, I am 

~iA {~!Z:bC 
K '\gan ~ arkiss1an 

I 
I I 
{/ 

/ 



Hr. K. D. Sark1aaian 
419 l2 Stroet 
Niagara Palla, B. Y. 

1:.11 dear Kerriganl 

.Auguat 85• 1986 

I have received your letter ot Auguat 18. Ooncernins the 
picture tor the altar 1 h•e this to •.:J• I wrote to tlw 
artist in Wiaconain aDd beard that he was on vacation. I wu · 
expecting to hear tram him on biB return from vacation. I aent 
a telegram to him a few d.qa ago and I have not yet heard troa 
him. As soon a.s I do so ..L. will let you lalOW• In tbe •antime• 
you can go ahead with your preparat1ona. 

I have brought tbe pouvar and tbe aanotuaJ.7 lamp bolder 
for your church. I shall bring them with me men l oome to 
Biagara Falla tor the conaeore.t1on, They are ot aol1d aU.ver 

. and are beautiful p1eoea. 1'ogether tl»y weigh t:jur poUD4a 
and twelve ounces and together wlll coat you apprQ'I:!mate]l 
$loo.oo. 

As to the 1nvitat1on cards to tbe oonaecration to be aent 
to our peopl.e, it abo-ad a1.ao contain, I aupp08e, the p~ 
~nererore, come together with Patber iboren -.nc1 draw up a 
tentative copy of the invitation you are going to send aDI 
toft'ard a copy to me and I will make tbe necessary OOft'M'ioDa 
and have it pr1D.H4 bare. bot1l 1n Armenim u •11 u :1n IIJillah. 
aee that yol.l put 4own all 'tb8 d.etajla aDd the tt.a ea you ba.,.. 
planned. · · 

'rb.e time-tabla tor tbe oollaeoration 1a oorreot. 9100 •••• . 
Morning Service, lOtOO A .u. Consecration Serv1o•1 UtOO A.H. 
Badarak and the Sermon wUl be at 12 Boon. There 18 alao UJI)tbel' 
service on the ev•nins of tb8 4..-v ot oon8eorat1on wbiob 18 
important u wall u beau.t1tul1fh1ch can be tiu4 at 6100 r.a. 
and will laat trom. 45 IB1nu.H8 to an 'hour. 

· The oonaeoration boolla are 'being preparec:l and aa aoon aa $baJ 
are read¥ 1 will 88lld an advmoe OOPJ to Fatbe. ~- u4 t.bell 
later I will brlng •utt1o1ent oopS.. So bl L4M4 ~ b .,.... 
aeorat1on. · 



.. 

. I 

. ' 

to be~~~~ ~!!::.fl:!~w~ ~ a:.:=r:a.~ 
a..oent~ been b $1 ~ ._.., that JOur Ohuwb WUl -.. . .-. · · ·· 
taoptr1bt$1on ........ the prS-ntq o£ ~ .. boolll• Wb1Cdl._AM·• · .... 
beautUW. aDd. UM•1ve o~labut l wUl ·talk to 70 .. \l~~_··• .. · .. tbJa: 
wt:atn l.t~Tive J.n 11iag81"& P before -. ..-••••-. · 

.. · ·I aball ifrite to Biab.op ao.ue1Dv1tilla bill to thl o--..._ .. · ··~·
You oatl tl.8o 1rr1te to bJ.a OD 70tar own beball tb&t; 1 have U.u.l · 
him al"adi• 

Aa to the Hlebretiu to be 1nv1tecl, J'OU abf~Qld 1M ~•·.ict : 
lmOW better tbe peNcm~lltlu Who woul4 be 11~ ~ .- d . · 
natu:rau,-,_ thq would have to b• boa the-~· X.,.. .... :: . 
fOU: to t~ to Patb.er lb.oren AD4 to uo14e on the .... _. tf': 
peracma outaUe ot 11ag..- P.Ua cd Butra1o who rou ·~ 
invite. Ir.t tbe mean:tlaall, 1 will ilbl.ak about tl» ••• •• 
aee 1t 1 oan 1Dtoa a t• ,.aODI Who woulA be 1Skell' to . .-.. 

' I 

J:1t~ OODMOhcl With the·.~ d.utiea WW .... tf .. 
be erused 'b1 l'atb.er lboND mt u aoon u h• _.. ... • .· .. · 
ooDHOzaat1on book-~ wUl tllld al.l tl:lAt J.Ditzruotlol» ._..... It .. 
anytbtng elae co•• to IQ' m1tld. 1 will DOt taU. to wnt6 to .. JOU. 

1DoU.ntall7 • l DOt toe tht.t 70U b&V• not put the . ..,. « , 
Father KhoJten on. JOUJ- ,._tterbel4t You euat not to•* -... I • 

untU you have a parUb prieet ot JOur o1Dl, he S..t ..... ~ .r._ 
betng _the par~ PJ;'1Mt ot It• OaUb.ariDMI alto tb.o p ......... ·. . •. ot ··.·· .. _· .·· 
Biag_.., Palla an4 ;you abou:Ld nave h1a narr. plaoecl on -. 1e•-... 
he-14.. . - . ~ .. 

Pa~r lbo~ 1a eapeo'ftd. to h1ce c.ue ot b ,..u ill · 
Biagara Palla aDl although he 1a aot Vfi%7 70utll I_,.., b.Sa . · 
to 4o aome work in tot. near t"utw.-e. CO&WequeDtlJ1 h.t.l. ,._ .• ltl:• 
ahoulci be lalotm bJ tbe. peop1e afl4 above an, 70uzt g~--. 
ahould be oognSam' ot the tut. 

l'oun with,paieJ'Ml bl.-'ba•t 
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J.t I ~ - \ 2-tt. S-h . 
N~~~~,l'-f."i. 

.A.ugust 18, 1953. 

Sireli Surpazan: 

First, I would appreciate in knowing whether you have 
placed the order for the picture adorning the altar and I would like 
to know how soon we can expect it. In erder to have it in time for the 
consecration, we should be eetting it in the very near future. 

Secondly, I wish to know if you have procured the :rurvar 
and the Sanctuary Light while in Istambul. If you :nave both of these, 
please forward and state the cost so that I might make payment. 

Further , I would appreciate your ordering 300 }:i .. orrnal 
Invitation Cards with envelopes ~Titten in Armenian for the Consecration 
services to be held on Sunday September 20, 1953. I would like to get 
these as soon as possible so that I can mail them out to our people. 

"'!e plan to start church services on that day, at 9:00 A.M. 
with consecration at 10:00 A. 1'. and Badarak to follow • 

.hnd further, I have not been able to find a distinguished 
.n.rmenian of note as a guest speaker. "Vould you please secure orie for us 
if possible and let me know in advance so I can pt<blicise it. ! would 
also appreciate if you could secure the serviees of an Armenian singer 
or artist. 

I have written Bishop Scaife and his office has promised 
that he vmuld be present at the consecration. However I advised the off"ice 
that you would send him a letter officially asking him to take part. 

I do hope you can invitg some celebreties for the occasion • 
. •vill you pl-::;ase write me at your ear·liest and advise me 

on all details. 



\ 

11r. 8~ Tarp1D2 aQ 
·a A Paolr.a.rd court · 
Niagara Falla, u. Y:. 

Dear Mr. Tarp1n1an I 

· The work~ tho BuilcU.rla CocW.ttee, Which 1a t\l.ao, d 
p.reaen~ aoting aa the lar1ab Council ot o\11' CoramS.ty in 
Niagara Palla, will be 1noreaaod DOW that the ~ 111 1D 
11ia "83 ot oompl.etian and the oo.nee.va,1oa OGl"er.IQtlS•1 Oo4 
willing• are not tar ott. 'l'berot'ore, wo bave 4eo1de4 l;O . 
1Doroaae tbG membership ot the Pariah Counc1l1 a44.S.lla tbltee 
moro members to it,. ao that moro help vW. be av&Slable r., 
the work 111ns mead especially with reg.ud \0 ~. Nflu.l..u' 
organ1aat1on of tb.e pariah 1n the near ?uture aeooi'C11n6 to 
our Dioceaan Itt•Lawa. 

' 
We are, therefore, pleased to ~viae ;;ou. tba' you_.. 

horob;; appolnted a ceabor ot the .Pu1ah CouncU and. D\dl4S·te 
Ooalllittee and we truat that 1ou. will eoopva.te wS.\b you.tt . 
colleasuea 1n the Comittee \rhicll baa 40Da a b!ahlJ oo...-. 
aule IU1d devobd work up w now witb pav1ot1c in4 OJ:wil.s.n 
aaaJ. and devotion ror the benefit or our people 1n .,.._. 
Falla and tor God • a glocy. 

Mr. Iterr.igan Sarld.aaJ.arj., the Seoretar1 or toe l'.rJ.ah 
CouncU1 w1ll Worm you or tllo date of the nelt uetJ.ns 
o1: tho counou. . . 

THIAS 

• 



The Most Rev. Archbishop, Tiran Nersoyan, 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

SIRELI SURP AZAN: 

Kerrigan D. Barkieaian 
4l.9-12th Street, 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
Dec ember 30, 1952 

I am writing to inquire about the plans for the altar. I 
would appreciate recieving them at the earliest possible moment. If you 
haven't been able to secure the drawings up to now, would you kindly take 
steps to see that it is made up, because as I understand it takes quite 
some time t.o build an altar. 

1 Cml submitting the names of the following, Mr. JOHN 
TATOIAN, 531 Third Street ; Ohanes Avdoian, 1017 East Falls Street ; and 
Samuel Tarpinian , 8 A Packard Court as approved at our meeting of the 
Board of Trustees on Oct. 27, 1952 and at which time I was directed to 
interview these gentleman personally as to their availability and then 
to submit to your office for final approval. 

I wish to advise Your Grace that the interviews were 
generally most favorable and we believe we have made a good choice of 
personnel. The Board of Trustees would appreciate the naming of these 
three men to our board in the same manner as you appointed the original 
members, that is, Temporary Board of Trustees and members of the Con
struction Committee. One afterthought as a result of the interviews, and. 
we deem it most appropriate that in your letter of appointment you will 
stress that you have every confidence and loyalty of the present Board 
and that the new appointees are expected to show the same spirit of 
cooperation and loyalty to the church. 

Would you please forward me the Letters of Appointment 
so that I may personally deliver them. I would also appreciate a copy ot 
said appointments for ~ file. 

As to the letters of resignation I gave you regarding 
Messrs. Koshian and Dosdourian, I would request that no further action 
be taken and their letters be accepted as having resigned. At the press 
I believe any action on your part in writing these gentlemen regarding -
their action would tend to disrupt things as they are of a political mind. 
This suggestion is made because I know that Your Grace does not want to be 
invo1ved in the political thinking of individual.s or parties and further 
that since the construction of the church will be near completion in a 
coup1e of months and that all future Board of Trustees will be elected by 
the membership of the church as provided for b,y the Church Constitution. 

Due to inclement weather the church construction is behind 
schedule. Our architect, Mr. Obenhack is overseeing the work and sqs that 
it might be a couple of months before the church is completed.Opposition 
to the church by the politic ally minded is the same as when you were last -
here. 

Beat wishes for . With every kind regards, I 811 



• 

Mr. Kerrigan D. Sarkissian 
419 12 street 
liiagara Falla, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Sark1as1ana · 

I have received your letter of December 30 about the 
plans ot the al.tar• I had a blueprint which I had aent to 
Worcester aom.e time ago. I wrote twice to the architect 
and he 1a a till to send me same • Also I commies ioned him 
to draw a sketch and upon my approval to put it into final 
form but unfortunately the architect went to California 
and has not sent me cything yet. I will pursue the matter 
and let you know u aoon as possible. Once the blueprint 
is prepared it is a matter of a rew weeka to have the altar 
made. 

I am writing to the three persona appointing them u 
members or your committee and encloae the lettera her•ith. 
I am sure your committee will be strengthened with these 
appointments. Ylben the church 1s buUt .and t;he conuactors 
are ou~ you wlll let me lmow, of course, beforehand ao I 
can arrange for the da.J' of conaeoration and have the grand 
dinner 1n which we shall collect the rest of the money neuded 
for the church and during whi.ch time we aball decide on 
matters connected with the regular organisation of the pariah. 

Please convey rtr3 warm greetings an4 beat wiahea to all 
friends ~ Niagara Falls. 

TN:AS 
eno. 

Yours with ~ paternal bleasinga, 

Archbiahop 'firan · 
Primate ot the Arllenian Ohurch 
of No~th America 
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VINCENT YARDUM 
ATTD'RNEV ANC COUNSELOR AT LAW 

MURRAY HILL iJ·D'775•0776 

o.ar ~fit. G•l~t 

. Uter l ·~lo.ke to JOU over tbe telepbene :r••t•1'4tl7 
att•I'J:'loon, t, talkf~MS at turtbel" length w:1tb Meaa:.a.Ghettgutao 
an4 f&toiao.·,aml bel"e 1~ the 1.1t.uat;1on •• I ana~r•• 1\t• 

. 'ft)• o1'1.staal a6uro• et ·tn. autbottt.tr ot t·he ·Ch •. 
&fter tbe Cttrtt.t1Qate of In.e·orpol,'at1on, ia· the,.ab8nh1p · . 
metttnc, vhlob w1.U be equivaltnt to • atoekbol4er:t meeting 

· of· • bu~ttneaa OOJPPOPat1on. . · · · 

~ Pllbua. elaatl. the .Pariah aoU..ll· or, 'lfttt ... •i Whieh 
'body would .o.· equiyalent to .:tbe. Be~ ot Dlsrec t~r• r4· tbe 

. buein••• oo.rpora.t1or.t. The Pa.ftab C<>unoil or True••••· woul4 
then •.ppo11lt •t:t"ttm -.ng•t th•aa••~••• 'b• ottieen, .flbe. would 
be the med1ua tbro\lgp vb1eb ,,_ ""'Dt'at1on w1l~ act • 

"''" .. .. 

so ra.,. the 11 tU,ati.on ia a imp+•• .but l wu ~:old that tb•:rt 
. waa a Bu1l41ag ConuaitY ... conat•\lflg ot .o.n• or -.o Pft'Pl.e,. tlho. 
app•rently .a-. attemP1dng tO· gov•~ ·~he real .. tate b.o·l<I~na. 
ot the Cb~b: • :~t.te . uolUlO!i 6t'· the P&Pi•h Qc>tlno.S.l. It 1a 
he:re that· thet-a 1• a eontlict.· ·· t · \in4eratand ... , tb1a 
Building Conattte• w&a ratitit~d q~ oqpfl..-4 bJ the Biabop. 

. That being •o, ... then perbapa the .B1abop cq. cU:·•aolve or d1a• 
. charge th1• ·1\"l'-t!lng Coaltt•e • · . ' . 

. I reqlleate4 f.'le••r•. Ghougaa 1*n ana ~•o1Aft to mtk• · 
available to me 1b~ min~••• or the meetl1RI.Ot .the membel'tl ·.. .•... . 
And ot the Pars.••· Oou.nen,. IJld .. tl\•. BJ·l•w•'- 4>f ~ corp0ftt1o•h· 
I have. the itM>rt••lq,ll'•, t;t'ul*' ;ta·· ~ "tat• bu1l41bg oOD'llitt .... 
baa the ny•l.,., :~ 1t •••lU ,., tile tbat they o.an. bet m14t ,o _ 
4•11ver ~b• ••·;•~ Pariah council or to .. pa:rmlt an examtaat!on ' 
ot t be By• lava. , · 
/, . ? . .··, . ··.· ·""':. ·,~.'\'~.-~r;:· :." .. ; .. ···;~-.. --· ~~. ~..... :, ·""·~,, . ,.,.. ¥0 .. ,_ -~:::. ·~:~ .. . ,·~ ,_.;,, . :"' ... ,· -~. . . . . 

. ··meeti!!~d~t:~t~t·!1.·f~:,~t.~b~~fit• .;r~:r,*=\i~=~~ 
take tbe nee•••arf Mq\'itred at:ep1 t_, oall :&}lt0\l.Do1l ••t!ng ··· · 
~4 a membe~~h1p ~et;J.na,.,.;. to yot•. ~n .thit tranat_. ot t!,le: or 

' ·c ' . <j. '•l'·· ·.,,, 

...... 

,, _j. 

.J;M· 



Jack E. Ge-llman• ·Raq. ' 
(Cont.) 

{"'' '• . ~.,~ ·,~ '- ~.,, ,... ~~ ~~-' 

i~- tb•. ChuJI6ht•'·· ~a{ 'e~~at. t~· ~h4i D1~••••. ·· 
.... 
' -·, ' ~,, 

.,_... ~ "\., 

Thia tn~gllt_,b!l ... ·CO<?~ ~~ ,tQ.,,~XJ?l&in -tbat th«t _4eo1•~on 
to trana.te•:·•tl..~:-~1q·:e•u"ij p~perio1ea throughOut u41;_ s •.. · 
to .the I>1oce .. waa mue to o:Ner to prevent ju.t ..... ' •1~l*
·'tion &8 appaNn\lr exist a 1B IJ14tga:raa Fall•.• 'rbe M-.,e. ()f 
the Armen1tan. Cbu~k. in Ameriot 1a the •upreme goYernins boi7 
over all of tu Arlanian c~cbee in u. s. The election o¥ 
the Bi.-i!JOJI ttll;cl al~ leg1sla$,..;e coneem.ing the .operation or t~ 
Churoh•• 1a. ba4 at • oocventltJil bel4 anmtallJ•'' ._4 tq ¥bfoh 

. ·eon'f•ntton ~vel.y eburrob !n America aen4 ·ita dele8a;u. ·. ·. 
It. V.. at a\leb a ·cu>n-.ent;ion bel4· .• _. f8&l"8 ap t-..t. e't•rt 
obtu'eh llD&ar tbe J\lP1adlet1o~ of ••: Diooea• via ·~.,.Utftll '~ 
oon,v•y '1 te real ••tate to ~- n.t""•••. . : 

It sboal.d· be DOted and explabl.a that the Dtoeeae does 
not J•anace .·liba · Cburc:b•• propert1••: eoave,_ti ·to, ·it: ~--. ••b 
!o41rl.4ual Cb'qt'ch• ~tee ~· PaJ"lab CpUp.e.i~ eont.inuer t
mmage•nt Ju•• ;Q :.tli~ ~' ~-tltl,e: W1l,tt . JU~· ~:. t~e ~-· of 

-·.the l.nd£•1.daal·euu..a.,. -·Ia' ~·-~•••*"·"'•~~ .~·loeal·' 
ohuitoh autb0-r1t;t•;·w'111 continue, to •olleot tee_ Pent.- t..-• · 
\be ga.aol~ attlt1cm .'property' IU'ld ·.c&'h:'f OJJ •1tb no ditferttnce 
•• at the Pl"t••nt tiM.. · .· ·· . . 

! . 

fo •'~••1M• I' • waitinC· ~or tt. 87-i...,.>&l:ld :minutes 
of the Cb\Jrc~ ••t1ngtt after whltlb ,;Qet1oe · aay 'be ••rve4 ot 
the meet'blQ, to. pa• appropr1a~: ~~luttcm; to •on•J" _-ti:bl• 
to 1;be Dioe ..... ; Botb Ml". ·~- -.a4.- ltf'• :ftt•t• :.-._ ·· · · ·' . ·· 
positive .~.._._ ........ -.t:inp·· tlli;'qrerwbelm1ngvt>1Je 1f111. -.uthol"-
1ae tratUJt-. 1•ot. title •• ~Nd 'b'J; the D1oc••• ·ComeAtlon 
Reliolutt.a.., · · ··. · · .. · · · · : · · 

~ ' . ·•' .'.< •. , ' • . ' ' ' ·' · . 

. can 70l1.balp 1n tt.. ••ourln& ot tn• 'BJ'•lawa and ~11)\xt.e 
·· 1'4tqu1red to be exam1ne4. . It'· eo. ,.ourt- oo-opet-at ion 1a aought 

anQ .will btl',appl'eC!IJted •. ' ' r. . 

. YY/ab · -··· 

J •t:'' 

... $; 
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VINCENT YARDUM 

Rt. Rev. Bishop Mampre Calfc;;yan 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 

41 Ea~t 42nd dt'fLE.t, dVe.w cyo.J.17, dV. cy. 

December 21, 1956 

Re: Niagara Church matter 

My dear Bishop Calfayan: 

I wrote to the Sun Oil Company request
ing them to send all future rents to the Niagara Church 
corporation and not to the Building Committee as they vrere 
doing in the past. 

I also wrote to members of the Building 
Committee notifying them that all future rents from the tenant 
Sun Oil Company, are to be sent direct to the church corpor;::_tion 
and not to be received by them. 

The Sun Oil Company, the tenant, sent 
me the enclosed copy of letter they received. They naturally 
say that under the circumstances no rent will be paid until the 
question as to who is entitled to the rent has been satisfactorily 
decided. 

You \dll note that the letter received by 
the Sun Oil Company purports to be signed by Michael ~erkorian 
as President and K.D. Sar1dssian c:.s Secretary of the church 
corporation. My understanding is thc:.t Messrs. Kerkorian and 
Sarkissian are members of the Building Comrnittee that has been 
dissolved. 

My letter to the Sun Oil Company and my 
letter to the members of the Building Committee were based upon 
the information that lvir. Paul H. Ghougasian vms the President 
and Mr. Paul L. Kashmanian was the Secretary of the church 
corporation, even though they describe themselves as Chairman 
and Secretary of the Parish Council. 

\ie are confronted i.•.ri th the situation of 
two factions claiming to be officers of the church corporation. 

It requires some one on the scene to 
look at the records and minutes of past meetings to verify who 
are the officers of the church corporation. 



_, 

Rt.Rev. Bishop Mampre Calfayan -2- December 21, 1956 

If vle cannot get the services of an attorney in 
Niagara to straighten out the situation, it means I or 
someone else from New York will have to go to Niagara 
and one trip alone will not do. That's why I decline to 
m2,ke the trip. 

In a recent letter you made known to me that 
the Diocesean Council has left this matter in~ my hands. 
Does that mean that I may retain an attorney in Niagara? 
If so, who is to pay the fees and expenses? 

Please advise further. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to Very Rev. 
Vasken Tatoyan. 

VY:rr 
Encl. 

Very 
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ARNENI.AN APOSTOLIC CHURCH INC. OF NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y • 

Sun Oil Company 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Sirs: 

.K. D. Sa.rlrissian, qecretary 
419 12th Street, Niagara Falls, New York 

December 4, 1956 

It has come to our attention that the Parish Council of St. 
Sarkis Armenian Church of Niagara Fa.lls, N.Y. thru the Prelacy 
and the Prelate in New York have taken steps to inform your 
office that the Armenian Apostolic Church Inc. of Niagara Falls, 
N.Y. has been disolved and that the rental proceeds as per 
contract with the Armenian Apostolic Church Inc. of Niagara Falls, 
N.Y. and the Sun Oil Company should be remitted to the St. Sarkis 
Parish Council. 

Please be advised that the undersigned are the president and 
secretary respectively of the Armenian Apostolic Church Inc. of 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. and further state that the Corpora:tion 
has not been disolved. Neither the St. Sarkis Parish Council 
nor the Bishop of the Diocese can disolve this Corporation which 
was set up pursuant to Article 10 of the Religious Corporation 
Law of the State of New .Yor.~:.:;., 

This information·is being transmitted to your office to safeguard 
the interests of both parties concerned. 

The Armenian Apostolic Church Inc. does not desire to be 
involved ·in any irreg:ul.ari ti.es nor does i,.t, ... ,wan.t · i.ts right and 
assets to be placed in jeopardy. Having thus informed your 
office of these facts, it .is hoped that any communication by 
others at tempting to usurp the rights and assets of The 
Armenian Apostolic Church Inc. should be promptly disregarded. 

We regret this inconvenienc;e and trust .the usual pe.st coro.ial 
I'ela tions :Will continue • ' 

Sincerely yours, 

(SGD) K •. D. Sarkissian, Secretary 

(SGD) Michael Kerkorian, President 

Armenian Apostolic Ghurch,I:nc. 



~· .. ...., 

i't. i'arkbt Aruttntau Apnstnltt C!t4urt4 

t 
300 NINTH STREET 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE 2-9604 

November 27, 1960 

His Eminence, 
Archbishop Sion V~noogian 
Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian Cburch of North America 

Your Eminence, 

We are writing this letter in reply to your request that 
our delinquent dues be paid to the Diocese. On November 27, 1960, 
we had a preliminary parish meeting where it was decided that 
in January a special campaign will be started to raise money 
for the above debt. 

Your Eminence is fully aware of the fact that the parish 
is small and we are doing our utmost to keep the church function
ing. The well-to-do members either have passed away or for 
faulty reasons are keeping away from the church. The church 
is in the hands of a few who are striving both financially and 
morally to revive the religious and communial life. We are 
sure that you will have patience in our request. 

On the matter of Mr. Karekin Sarkissian who was a past 
member of the Parish Council. He has in the bank in his name, 
a sum of $900.00 that has been collected from lieu of flowers 
during his term in office. He refuses to return this money to 
the present Parish Council. We have requested the money through 
a lawyer and he has refused, therefore we request that Your 
Eminence write to the above mentioned person and close this 
matter. 111r. Karekin Sarkissian, 419 - 12th Street, Niagara 
Falls, New York. 

We hope with your prayers and blessings the year 196] will 
show more promises for Saint Sarkis Armenian Church. 

Varsen Fadel 
Secretary 

Sincerely Yours, 

~~e~n~~~~~~ 
Pastor 
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•aint •arid' ~tmtnian ~po,tolic <tf)urcfJ t U · Ul1r<l~U l.U.SU.USU. 'libU.SS 
bllb'lb81"1 300 9th STREET 

NIAGARA FALLS, N. Y. 

Phone• 2·9604 

VERY REV. VASKEN TATOYAN, Putor 

'bNJ.lJUP1l 3>0l U 
>l.,U~q.~i. >l.,UI''J.· P.U'J.06bUi., i,n1J.}1t. 

May 28, 1962 

His Eminence, A~chbishop Sion Manoogian 
Primate of the Diocese of the 
Armenian Chu~ch of North Ame~i~a 
630 Second Ave. 
New Yo~k 16, New Yo~k 

Your Eminence: 

On behalf of the Parish Council of St. Sa~kis 
Armenian Chu~ch we come to congratulate your Eminence 
on your re-election as P~irnate. we all pray for your 
Eminence's health and long life to lead us. 

Your Eminence knows of the financial status of 
ou~ pa~ish and we feel that the only solution is the 
following. We know of~the Dadourian Fund that helps 
parishes such as ours. The present mortgage of our 
Church is $23,000.00 and we pay close to $1,000.00 
inte~eat yearly. As your Eminence knows we receive 
$345.00 a month rent from our property, in addition 
to this $345.00 we receive from our prope~ty, we 
apply an additional 377.00, which makes a total of 
$422.00 we apply to our mortgage monthly. we therefore, 
ask th~ough your inte~ceasion a loanfo~ the complete 
payment of the mortgage, and we in-turn pay the fund 
monthly with the rent we receive from ou~ p~operty. 

We hope to hear f~om your Eminence soDn in regard 
to ou~ request. 

AD/qb 

Sincerely yours, 

J;:tiA -p;~~ 
Anna Da~darian 
Chairman 



.:,U.SB · U · SU.Pnlt.lil'Jl~t bllbll.b8Jl 

\}1~ IIU'ltlil'C,t}l 

THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF 
HOLY RESURRECTION 

11 Erwin Place 





6aint 6arkis armenian apostolic "burtb 
300 9th STREET 

NIAGARA FALLS, N. Y. 

Phone: 2.·9604 

VERY REV. VASKBN TATOYAN, Pastor 

t u · uu.rq.tau z.u.au.usu. libuas 
bl4'b'tb8h 

'bflUIIllflU :bOLO 
'LM'f-1:"\. 'LUI''J.· lii'U.'I·06bUu, l,nl[lt1. 

April 23, 1965 

His Eminence, Archbishop Sion Manoogian, 
Primate of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 

Your Eminence, 

We received your letter dated March 19, 1965 and the letter 
was discussed lengthly at our last Parish Council meeting. 

A. The Parish Council still feels that $100.00 is inequitable 
in comparison to the looma assigned to the other Parishes. We 
would appreciate your reconsideration in reducing this looma. 

C. The Parish Council feels that all expenses of the Pastor 
shared by the two Parishes (Niagara Falls and St. Catherines) 
should be billed directly and separately to each Parish, not 
only to Niagara Falls. We have contacted the Chairman of the 
St. Catherines Parish Council about this matter and he claims 
that they never received any directive about the Pastors expenses. 

D. The Niagara Falls Parish Council is prepared to accept one 
half of all the expenses of it's Pastor and wishes that the Pastor 
be reinstated in the Clergy Relief Fund. Unfortunately, the St. 
Catherines Parish, up to date, has remained indifferent as to this 
matter. 

We hope that the Feast of the Ressurection of Our Lord will 
bring Your Eminence good health and fortune in all~ur endeavors 
to lead his Most Holy Church. We ask for your prayers and moral 
support for our small and struggling Parish to lead us through 
our difficulties. 

Obediently Your Servants, 

ShaJ/l Bedrosian, Chairman 

··'·~·:i~· : / , ) 

(/ . / 
Varsen Fadel, Treasurer 



'-! 

•r. Oeorae L•r1etlaa 
Cbaf.,...a, J•la Coacll 

'117 .... •••••• · . . ltlnn fd~a, I. T. 

Dear Kr. ~•Jlakla•u 

., ... 14. 1111 .... ·· 

· •• • ._i'tt••• r•• 1ett•r ot I•• a, ltet te. tlae. 
reee•t aeeU•1 ot .tM Dlo•eaaa Co•til. 

11\e aHtial . deoitled to a•oertl to J'OV J'04t .. at . 
tor •• blliM ..,.aklal paetfl" -.. tile aew1r e1ett1M . 
prlaat• ....... hi a ettlo• at tM ea4 of ••-*. . .·. 

••••tt.a• p1•••• lte •••t••• tlla" Yerr •••·· Yatle .. '•"•r•• ri.111M ·••t• to ••••• la , ... pariah aa.t• · 
Witll .... , ... ··"·· 

Witla ,.tvaa1 ltleaalap, · 

. IJOK .li.CBIISBOP 
fJ't.ate ·•t t!ae Diocee• of tile A._.aiaa 

O~ch of ~rl•• 



6aint ~arkis ~rmenian ~postolic ~burcb 
300 9th STREBT 

NIAGARA FALLS, N. Y. 

t u . uu.rq.tau z.u.au.usu. 'libU.aa 
b\lb'Lb8ta 

Phone: Z ·9604 

VBRY RBV. VASKBN TATOYAN, Paotor 

Archbishop ~ion Manoogian, Primate 
Diocese of tha Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 

Your i:minenoe, 

'tltUlJUPU lliOlU 
tl,ll!.l.'l-l;:'i. tl,lll'~~l·· !a-11'J.fl81Jll'i., t,nlj_]tt. 

June 5, 1966 

The Parish C our.o 11 cf st. Sarkis Armenian :t:.:.rcb 
r~s a very serious problem relatins to the Church Attend• 
ance on the part of the yaung generation. Since the 
departure of our former English speaking priest, Father 
Vasken, we have had a complete decline in attendance and 
interest. 

Presently, our temporary priest Father Pa~a~lan 
provides us with services two Sundays each month. How
ever, he has very little to offer the younger members of 
the Parish. This situation is undesirable and unless we 
get the services or a young English speaking priest will• 
1ng to revive the souls of our members, we are doomed to 
discontinue services. 

We are presently oalling a general ~embersh1p meet
ing this Tuesday to discuss permanently closing the Church 
due to lack of interest and motivation. 

Kindly accept this letter with great urgency. 
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Mr. Shabea Bedruila 
Parith Coaacll Cbat~• 

April 11, 1967 

Salat Sartls ArMeaiaa Apolt .. to Churcb 
300 9tb Street 
Niagara Falla, New York 

Dear lr. Bedr .. 1BIU 

Tbe Prt .. te. His Grace Bishop Tore .. Maaeogian, aotaowledte• 
reeetpt of y"r letter dated April •· 1967, req•attllt Bta 
preaeace wltll yoar pattsta oa ttae lOtla er 17cll of S.ptlllber, 1967. 
Regretfully, be will not be able to .. lfftll , .... tboae dates 
d• to other Cllldttleata. 

At the ..... t. tile only arallable date 11 Saaday, October 29,1967. 
It this date 11 agr ... ble wttb yoa, pl .. ae lafor. 811 Grace al 
IOOD 81 pollible. le Wilb Jtl IBCOIII in all fOil" parish ......... 

Fr. Vatkea KebreaUaa 
Vicar Geaeral 



300 9th STREET · 
NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y. 

Phone& BU 1·9604 

VERY REV. VASKEN TATOYAN, Pa•tor 

HIS GRACJ:f 

t u . uu.rq.MJ z.u.au.usu. 'llblJ.aa 
tl'lb'l.b8., 

uNl'IU.rU :bfll.U 
'lU!t'W'I. 'lUI'q. • lii'O.'JoRB bU'\., l.R(la\, 

April 6, 1967 

The Rt. Rev. Bishop Torkom Jlanoogian, Primate 
ot the Diocese of the Armenian Church of 
North America 
630 B.econd A.ve. 
New Yorlt, New York 10016 

Your Grace, 

The Parish Council and the community ot St. Sarkis 
Armenian Church ot Niagara Falls, New York would lilte to 
extend our invitation for the honor or your Grace's presence 
tor church services either on the lOth or on the 17th or 
September, 1967. 

It 1s our deepest wish that Your Grace's presence will 
be possible at this time. 

SB/ma 

Ypurs truly, 

ST • SABXIS ARMENIAN CHURCH 

.~ cLLt,~~:t}./~ 
' Shahen Bedrosian (/ /~ 
Parish Council Chairman 



6aint 6arklll atllltnian a;poQoli£ '£butd.l t ' ,i ~ · UUJ"'l.hU z.u.au.usu. 'bbU.as 
b\tb'lb81'\ 300 9th STREET 

NJAGARA FALLS, N.Y. 
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Mr. Shahen Bedrosian 
Chairman, Pariah Council 
St. Sarkis Amen1m Church 
300 9th Jtl"eet 
Niagara Falle, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Bedrosian: 

April 20, 1967 

The Primate, H!s Grace B1ahop Torkom Manoogian has 
received your letter dated April 8, 1967, in regard to 
Fr. Vertanea•a statement that be will be unable to serve 
your church on a visiting baa!a. 

The Primate suggests that the Divine LiturSJ be cele
brated at your church twice a month tor the spiritual needs 
of your c01'l11Un1ty. Therefore, Ria Grace would like to know 
which Sundays you would prefer to have a clergyman to perform 
Divine LiturSY• It seems that Pr. Vortanes will k••P on help
ing us tor a while until tinal arrangements are Mde. 

We hope to ••• you in Detroit tor the Diocesan Aeaembly. 

Prayerfully, 

Fr. Vaaken Kebreslian 
Vicar General 



Hr. Shakea ledroalaa 
Chalraaa, Pariah Council 
St. larkil Araeaiaa Church 
"" Blchth st. 
Ntacara ratta, H.Y. 

Dear Kr. le«r•aiaa• 

.April 11, 191'1 

We ha'Ye received your Paritb Ce•aoi1 1 t Statlttioa1 
report of 1111, wber~tt waa aeatloaed that you had JOUr 
Aanu1 A11enl7 oa ·*Mb 18, 111'1, t»•t ao official tetter 
it l~tte4 atklac the Prlaate to approve your e1ectl••• 
and ia tllil re,.rt we have reoelYe4, the ••• of the aaf.r
aaa aa4 teHeta .. ,. of the Aaaul Aetea1a17 it aot aeatioae4. 
You have pwt cion oa1r Artea AYdolaa•• •••• •• ••• Parith 
Couaol1 aea .. r. Probab17 •••• of the pariah eouaolt .... 
berl were r .. e1ected, vhote aaaee lho1114 appear oa the 
lilt of aew ,.riah oouaoll ••• ._,.,, '-••••• ther ere co .. 
ttclerod ae ••~ elected aeabort. 

Ia or«er to 'brlaJ ., to elate the file of your church, 
l vou14 ••f,.'' that you aead •• ottiola1 tetter to the 
Priaate, I 1 Grace lilhop tork~~aaoociaa atatiaJ that 
rou bact r•• eteotloat be14 oa ........ 11, the aaae of tbe 
ohairaaa aad the aeorotary of tho aaaeab1r 1 how •••J' aoa
berl were pnteat, bow a1a7 of the parlJh oou.oi1 aeaberl 
were e1oo~e4 ••• how aaa7 votea did eaoh oae reoelve .a.o.td 
be aeatlene4, Jlkla1 approval of the aoWlr eleote4 parith 
OODCil aeabere. 

P1eaae a1eo lead 'the aaaee, a44rell•l aad tetepboae 
auaberl of the ••• executive bo«F of the parilh oouaoll. 

Pra,.erfa11y, 

V.II.Y IllY. fAIKU KIBIISLI.AM 
YioJr ••••ra1 



Nr. Sllaben .Bedroeiaa, 
Cbairlll.ll ol St. SarU.iaArMDian Cburcb, 
Nia,ara Palla. 

June 30, 1967 

The Pri~~~ate, Rb Grace Biellop Torkoa MaDoosian will ardYe Buffalo 
alrpol't em July .5,1967 at 6.13 JIM. The IUpt is Aaedcaa Aldiaea N o. 526. 

The wish of Hla Grace 18 that you and Pariah Council ••bel'a uet 
hbt at the airport aDd from there you all so to St. Catheriaea to baYe 
your aebeduled meetina at 1 .. 30 PM. Tboae of the Padah Couat:U •embera 
that would lite to so directly to St. Catheriaea, they may do eo. 

Prayerfully 

Pr. Vaaken Kebreeliaa, 
Vicar General 



.. 

*. Sbabea Bedrosian 
ctaab·- el Padata Council 
St. Sarkie Al'llenian Church 
Niaaara Palls. New York 

Dear Mr. Bedrosian: 

Aupat 2, 196'7 

Maay thanks lor your letter of July 29, 1967. I a• sorry 
that you had miauaderatood me. '-'hat I aeaat in llY' previous 
letter was that we had already arransed a Divine LlturiJ for 
Nlasara Falle on Aupt 20th and ac:cordlaaly Pr. Vertanes Pa
pazian (aot Fr. Nerses) ws inloned to be with you on that clay. 

ludde~~ly I found out that Pr. Arakelian will be with you 
Oil Aupt 27. At first I bad the illl)reasiort that you will have 
Badarab two Sundays in a row. But Fr. Pa.paaiaa told aae that 
you do not wnt bill 011 Aupat 20th. I ws fraakly surpriaed 
that other arraasesaents are beiat •4e without 111 knowledp 
and tbat kind of a situaticm is aot to ay U.kJ.raa. I do hepe 
that ia the future we will try to cooperate aDd decide upon 
thiDa• Joiatly with oae aaotber's kaowledae. 

I haft iaforaed Fr. Arakeliu that he •Y be with you on 
August 27th. As you are requestina DiYine Liturgy once a IIODth 
a tartilll lr011 Septeaber I will tl'f' to selld a c lergyaan ODCe a 
month. Your Badarak of September will be on Sept. 24th. It 
is very difficult to send the YiaitiBI c:leri)'IIIUl a few days 
earlier because each one bas such exteasive duties. The Toronto 
Parish ls increasing rapidly aDd it is not possible to ask the 
parish priest over there to be witb you once a m8nth. 

The Primate. His Graee Bishop Tork0111 Manoogian, returned 
from Europe on July 31, and I askecl bill about hie schedule of 
visitations. He has planaed to visit you on Q:t. 28-29 week
end. Thus, in October no other clergysan will come to Niagara 
Falls because the Primate will be with you. 

I will write to you at a later tiMe eoncernins future dates. 
I wish you all the best with God's blesaiua. 

VK/up 

Prayerfully, 

Pr. Vasken Kebresliaa 
Vicar General 



... . ,. 
. ' 

6aint 6arfdl armenian apostolic ~buttb t U · Ullrq.~u l.lLBllUSll ub'U.88 
lillb'Lb81't 300 9th STREET 

NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y. 

Phone: BU 2·960-4 

V&R¥ Rli1 1a v t 8U&ll 'Ph'N''fhi'J; 1\e •• I 

Dear Father Vasken, 

'\,Nlllllflll lbfll.U 
..._\l!t'l-l:'t. ..._\11''1- • P.llfl.n8b\l't., l,niJ.\t'-

July 29, 1967 

I hope everything is going well with yo~. 

I have yo.J.r letter of July 25 in wh1ah you 
state that Fr. Neraes ltlflrmed yo.J. that on August 
20 he would be able to co:ne to Niagara Falla be.cause 
the Sunday following th&t (Aug •. 27), Fr. Arakelian 
will be coming there. I cannot· \.lnderatand· this statement 
and would appreciate your clarifying u: for me. Also, 
please explain to ;ne who Fr. Nerses is. 

With your approval, we would like to accept 
Fr. Arakelian's proposal of celebrating the servi )es 
here on August 27, and cancelling the service scheduled 
for August 20. I will write Fath•r Arakelian that we 
have req~ested approval from the diocese of his 
proposal and will notify hill as soon as possible. 

The Parish Council feels that one D!.v:tnec:Liturgy 
per month will be satisfactory because Deacon Antranig 
Boyagian has been holding services every Sunday. We 
feel t.h& the oatebra tion of Divine Liturgy on sundays 
alone is entirely inadequate for a priest who has to 
travel about 1,000 miles just for this purpose. We 
feel that it IIIO.J.ld be better if he could remain here a ~ 
days and make visitations·, etc. I think we discussed 
this r.,_ntly over the telephone. Pern~sFather Jirair 
of Toronto could spend one week every month here. You 
must remember that in the past our Father Vasken was 
shared by us, Torontf.' and St. Catharines so why sh-::h.tld 
Father Jirair be.unable to tda:that temporarily? 

We are scheduled to have Bishop Torkom with us 
during a weekend in Oaober. Please confirm the date 
with me so we can plan accordingly. 

Kindest personal regards, 

~~~· 
Chairman 



Mr. Aallea Bedro8iaa 
Osal~• of Padlh Cowie: i1 
St. Sarkis •r..aian Church 
JUq- Palla, New York 

Dear Mr. Bedroaian: 

hptelllber 19, 1961 

A auber ol our padnes have ncaueated the ollie ial 
pboto1rapll ol the Prl-.te, to be bUDI 1a the parilll' office 
aa ia cuatoMry. 

Lately, it was possible to aecure an official photos...-
ol Hia Graee of which we an encloailll berewitb a copy for your 
use. 

Siace it will be aa extra expense oa the Diocesan budset, 
the Dioceau Couacil l'eluctantly decided to realiae the coat 
of each photo,raph, wtd.cll is aixteea dollars ($16.00), tbtOup 
the treasury of the pariah couacu ... 

While this aiiOUilt will aot be a couidel'able bulden 011 

the padlllea, tile entbe cost of theae pbotosrapba would be 
a noticeable wtisht on the Dioceaaa budget. 

It will be appreciated il you kllldly aubait the above 
aentioaed aiiOUIIt to the Dioc:eaaa Oltice on or before Clet. :ao, 
196"7 ia order to enable ua to pay the pbotosrapher. 

V&/up 

Prayerfully, 

Pr. Vaakea ~ebreallaa 
Vicar Geaeral 



Mr. Shahaen Bedroaian 
Chairman Dlocetan Council 
St. Sarkit Church 
300 9th Street 
Niaaara Fallt, N. Y. 14303 

Dear Mr. Bedrotian, 

October 25, 1967 

In answer to your letter of October 17, 1967, I 
would like to tuaaest that you writ.e an official letter 
to the Chairman of the Diocetan Council, Mr. Georae 
Bashian, and express your situation eoncernina Diocesan 
dues increate etc •• Let us make our correspondence to 
the point and to the direct person, in that way ve may 
aehieYe aore. 

As to the Celebraat on Noveaber 19, I would like 
to iafora you on that day Pat~er Mesrob Seaerjian will 
be with you to celebrate the Qivine Lituray. I do not 
remember whether I had told you Pather Ara•elia . .-ould 
be the Celebrant on Noveaber 19 please · · •• 
this has beea chanaed and now PW.I' s .. erj aa 
with you on that day. 

I hope and wish that in tho future your diffic:ul· 
ties aay be lessoned and eventually you may have your 
own Pastor to auide you with Christian Principles. May 
God Bless you all for everythina you are. dolna for your 
coamunity. 

VJ./sh 
VIC/sh 

Prayerfully,. 

Bishop Vatken Kebrealian, 
Vicar General 
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Reverend Nersess Baboorian 
/ 5t. Sarkis Armenian Church 

:SOC 9th Street 
Niagara Falls, New York 14303 

Oear Father Norsess: 

September 7. 1~71 

On the occasion of our visit to the St. Catharines and Niagara 
falls parishes on the weekend of October 2nd, we would be 
grateful if arraagements could be made to meet with the young 
members of your communities together on Sunday evening, 
October 3rd. We ur~e the Parish Councils of both churches to make 
a concerted effort to organize such a gathering so that we may 
have an opportunity to meet with the young people. 

We shall arrive at Buffalo Airport on Saturday. October 2nd~ at 
1:35 p.m. on American Airlines flight f481~ and will meet with 
the St. Catharines Parish Council followinl that evening's church 
service. Sunday morning the Divine Liturgy will be celebrated 
in St. Gregory Illuminator Church. On ~onday evening at 8:00 P••· 
we will meet with the Parish Council of St. Sarkis Ar•enian 
Church in Niagara Fall~. and leave fro• Buffalo on Tuesday 
morning. 

We ask that you please confirm the above arrangements and advise 
us of the time you have selected so that we may arrange our 
schedule accordingly. 

Prayerfully~ ' 

Archbishop Tortom ~anoogian 
Primate 

cc: ~r. Shahen Bedrosian 
~r. Ashod Kuderian 



Mr. Sbahen Bedros1aa 
Chairman 
81%1 Valle urive 

~iagara falls, ~~~ York 

Jear ~r. Bedrosian: 

November 22, 1971 

14304 

We are planning our 1972 Reg1oAal Meetings well fn advance 1n 
order to ~•,hasize the fncreasfng importance we assec1ate wftb them. 
'Je ilfant to make cf!rtain tf'tat our parish ceuncil members and dele{)ates 
have sufficient not1ce of the ~etings we ourselves, ?r1mata and 
DtocesaA Council me~bers, ~ay b& able to plan and prepare to attend. 

lie ex~ect ta COlln»unicate directly with all involved. pre-pare 
and distribute copies of the·aqeftda. and otberw1Je work for a pro
ductive ~eetings. But the first step fs tbe arrangewent of tbe 
sched~le wbich restricts tbe meetints to a 11m1ted p~r1od, enabling 
ws to coataet all our parishes with as little variance tn tfae as 
possible; also ind1cated .are tbe host Plr1shes, of which yours fs 
one. 

~e urge that yot~ make every effort te accept thts schedule, 
since ~akfng any change would involve sevtr•1 areas. Wte ho;>e also 
that yow wfll agree to s•rve .as the host partsh for your reqfon. 

Please let us hear fro~ you at your ear11est convenfeace. 

Enclosure 

P rayerfu 11 y, 

l\rchb1 shop Tort om ~anoogi an 
Primate 



Mr. Shahen Bedrosian 
Chairman of Parish Council 
St. Sarkis Armenian Church 
300 9 Street 
Niagara Falls. New York 14303 

Dear ~r. Bedrosian: 

March 15, 1972 

During tbe past few weeks we have been occupied with the 
task of securing a pastor to serve both the Niagara Palls. New 
York and St. Catharhu~s, Ontario. Canada parishes. with our 
thoughts centering prl•arily on Father Levon Arakelian. Prom 
the delay in receiving a confir•ation from one of the parishes 
involved, and because of other circumstances arising here. 
Father Levon's candidacy can no longer be considered. 

It is our wish to assign as pastor of your two parishes 
the Very Reverend Vazken Keshishian, whom we expect to transfer 
from his current post in the Midwest. 

We deea tbis an ap?ropriate solution to our needs at 
present and urge you to act on this expeditiously. We will be 
at the Regional Meeting set for Niagara Palls on March 25. and 
hope to bring this matter to so•e form of resolution. 

Please bring this to the attention of your respective 
Parish Councils immediately. 

An·4/ee 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoo~ian 
Prlaate 
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Mr. Berdj Karaqoz 
Parish Council Chairman 
st. Sarkis Armenian Church 
3487 Greenway 
Grand Island, New York 14072 

Dear Mr. Xar aqoz: 

September 11, 1974 

Some years ago the Binghamton pariah, located in a relatively 
small commWli ty and eager to be able to afford a full-t.iae 
pastor, had the "happy idea of establishing a ptl&tor' s fU'Ild. 
The church leaders felt that it was imperati ft to have a 
full-time pastor for the welfare aad natural growth of the 
community. But the limited reaouroas of the small community 
seemed to discourage such a prospect. 

To counter this circ'WUtance, the pastor' a fund was created 
and in a relatively short time more than $10, 000 was aaewa
ulated, at which time petition waa JUde to the Primate for a 
full-time pastor. As a reserve, tbe fU11d made this possible. 

' ~·' 

The Bin9hamton example is one that other of ~r SJRaller parisbtls 
can follow with benefit. We urge your parish Council to .qive " 
serious consideration to the idea which can be a boon for the 
future of your community. 

Even if it takes three or four years to put toqether a fund 
that could encourage y()ur pariah to seek a full-time putor, 
it will be well worth undertakinq. We cannot recomuen4 nch 
a step too hiqbly. " 

We would be pleased to have your reactions. 

vb 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop 'l'orkom Manoo91Aa \, 
Primate '\ 



Mr. Albert Amato 
522 Niagara Street 
Niagara Falls, New York 14303 

Dear Mr. '-to: 

February 23, 1976 

It was a great joy for us to 1 tstea to tbe tape of SOft9S by 
the Church School students which you were thoughtful enOtlgh to 
record and send to us. We would have acknowledged it BlUcb sooRer 
but for. the fact that we have been on an extended tour of out 
parishes. 

It was a joy to read your letter as well, and get a sease 
of the apparent enthusftSII of the. youngsters in your classes, aad 
the generosity of spirit shown by their wana response to the needy 
fn Lebanon, 

We have· not fOrgotten tbe weddiag. Our trip to Etchafa.dzfn 
•Y keep us out of the country until the 14tll of Qc~r. . ~t the 
Parish Council write to us for that s~'"•"•keiN..,'Wi wfll apprise 
them of our .plans. -- · · 

c.-.'· 

,~ .. -~ a Published service. we have asked Mr. Antreassfan to 
loot into the •tter and be in touch with you personall,Y. · 

We will remember you and all the stu4eats .fa }'Our school in 
our prayers, and ask that the lord bless Yftl'«lw-.ys. 

PrQerfully, 

Archbishop Tork011 Manoogian 
Prfaate 
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~ 6aint 6arkil §rmrnian §postolit CCbuttb 
300 9th STREET 

NIAGARA FALLS, N, Y. 14303 

Phone: :Z82·2S87 

t 
His Eminence Archbishop Torkom J.lianoogian 

U · uu.rq.ttu l.U.SU.USU. 'bbU.S8 
bllb'Lb8f't 

-.,Nll~UflU :bOlU 

April 26, 1976 

Primate, Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
630 Second Avenue 
;Jew York, R. Y. 10016 

Dear Surpazan Hayr: 

Recently, in a telephone communication with your grace, I had brifly 
discussed the Parish Council's efforts to sell the gas station 
which had become a serious financial burden to the church. 

Briefly, the picture is as follows; ...., .-~ 

During the past 7-8 years, the church income from this property has 
radically decreased; from the original S 350 monthly rental, 10 and 
?O years ago down to as low as $175 per month, while expenses and 
taxes have sharply increased. 

The net income during 1973 was $ 249, in 1974 i5 277, and in 1975 
there was a net loss of $ 487 (reference, financial reports for 
1973, 74 and 75, attached) . 

A few months ago, there was a new problem; that was rapid deteriora
tion of the building- a leaky roof and damage to the tenent's 
equipment. It was clear that if the necessary repairs were performed, 
it would cost several thousand ••• but then there would be other things 
to go wrong ••• 

The parish assembly of 1973 (copy of minutes attached) recogn1z1ng 
the dim future of this property, had unanimously authorized the Parish 
Council to sell it. rlowever, with the then depressed service station 
market;; it was impossible to do anything about it. 

Last fall, a prospective buyer was making inquiries ••• After careful 
consideration, the Parish Council voted to sell the gas station 
for ~· 1\0,000 which is considered to be a good price. 

After long negotiations and discussions which were handled by Mr. Shahen 
Bedrosian and Inr. Shavasp Hanesian, an attorney in our community, the 
prospective buyer agreed to the terms. After some more delays and 
financing problems, final agreement papers were drawn. These are 
also attached

1
accoP1panied by a cover letter by l·:r. 'ranesian to the 

writer. 

Your grace, on behRlf of the Parish Council, I respectfully requet that 
this matter is brought to the attention of the niocesan Council as soon 



• 

,. 
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as possible. ~e prospective buyer, or the buyer,has a deadline of 
his own to meet since he is forced to relocate. Our own tenant has 
already been given a month's notice. 

As indicated in Nr. Hanesian's letter, timing is extremely important 
for the success of these transactions. 



Mr. Shahen !ldroaatan 
st. Sarld.a A.ru8D1a.n Churoh 
300 lUntb Street 
Niapra Palla, hW York 

Dear Mr. Bt4roaa1aau 

June 8, 1967 

We haft cou1&tn4 at the IIIIMtinp beth ot the Parl.ah awneu 
and of the Dtonsan Dlleaatea the special pro'bJAma that are taae4 
by 0\11' partlhed in ~ area. 1ST ¥aiY' of .ettns theae DH4s we 
haw c1Mned :t t nena1ary to appoint a Relional Via.r for tbeae 
pariabea. 

We are pleased to inform you that ve haw &pJ01Dte4 the Very 
Rn. Vatohe Hcrvaepian a RestonaJ. Vicar for Cna4a. 'J!le Vert Rn. 
Honepian ia OM of our 4note4 an4 oCMtptteat o~, anc1 hal 
41atingu:tahe4 himHlt 1n h1a ten ,.ars of Mrvioes as Pariah Prteat 
ot Union City, N. J. 

You &l."8 im1. tAd to a ocmterence vi th the Ver.; ReT. Vatohe 
Hcmaepian to tisouea the rup of Prol:ll.eiDIJ that are 1n ..a. ot 
aolution, au4 some detail& oonoem1»a ..- iiii*Uate ob.1eot1fts. 
we exptet to aee ewry Pariah Prieat an4 e-..r:r .-tiber ot tm. Pa
riah Oounoila frt 'rorolrto, St. Ca.tberinel, ad Nia.pra Falls at 
thia co~ vhioh will be b.el4 on~ 51 We4neacJa¥, at 7:30 
p.m., at the St. G%'81017' Ohuroh Ball, 49 carlton St., St. Cather· 
i:aea. 

N .. dleas to 8IQ' thia is a 111ett.na ot \Ul'Wiual im.portanoe 1 &114 
w are aure 70\1 vtU -.1ut ne17 ettort to bl ~ .. nt to meet V1 th 
WI u4 With Father Vatohe BOYAJian• 

• J 

Bilhop Torkom 
Pr1•te 



November to~ ZB7l 

Mr. Shahen Bedrosian 
~hairman of Parish Council 

~Saint Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Churoh 
300 9th Street 

l4303 

Dear Mr. Bedrosian: 

We appreciate the sentiments expressed in your 
letter of November 3rd. Comparable situations e%ist in 
a number of our paPiahes, and unfortunatel.y_, it is 
impossibLe to treat any of them independently, since a 
ohanre in one pariah inevitably affects other parishes. 

The transfer of Father Nersea was done because 
it best suited the broader demands of the Diocese. This 
ia the principal motive behind all. reassignments. 

We, together ~ith the Dio~eaan Council., are 
deeply concerned ~ith the needs of your parish~ as we 
are with the needs of all our parishes. We hope to be 
able to relieve your situation at the earliest possible 
time. 

MeanwhiLe, it is necessary to continue your 
dedicated ~ork on behalf of our Church. 

Prayer fu t ly ~ 

Arahbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 

ac: Mias MargaPet Avdoian 
8earetary of Parish Council 

Mr. Crosby Goshgarian 
Chairman of Diocesan Council 



.- _.,. 

6aint 'l!;arkis §rmenian §postolit C:burtb 
300 9th STREET 

NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y. 14303 

Phone: 282·2587 

t u. uu.rq.t'lu z.u.au.usu. 'ttbUas 
bllb'Lb81'1 

uf1U1Jlll'11 :hnLU 

November J, 1971 

The Most Rev. Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate of the Armenian Church of North America 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 

Your Grace, 

On behalf of the Barish Council of St. Sarkis Armenian 
Church, I feel compelled to write concerning the recent transfer 
of our parish priest, Fr. Nerses Baboorian. In mid-October, 
we were notified, by letter, that the priest would be transferred 
effective November 9, 1971. No immediate plans for a replacement 
were indicated. 

Over the past eighteen years, the members of our parish have 
struggled; but we have managed to fulfill our obligations to 
the Diocese. We now question whether the Diocese is being fair 
with us. We are in urgent need of a parish priest. 

We feel that the decision made was a hasty one, without due 
consideration given to the problems that will result in the 
Niagara Falls parish. We fail to see how our situation could 
have been thoroughly considered since we were merely informed 
of the decision and not asked to partake in it. 

We therefore request some solid justification for our 
"priestless" situation. Thank you in advance for your antici
pated reply. 

SB: slt 

jlJ:u~(f~ 
Shahen Bedrosian Jr. 
Chairman 

oc: Crosby Goshgarian AA~ 
4 

17. J _ _ ·_ , 
Chairman, Diocesan Council /'~ ~ 

Arthur Kuder1an (Miss) Marg r t Avdo~an .r· 
Chairman Secre ary 
St. Catharines Parish Council 



---. __ 

Mr. Shahen 8edrosian 
'4arch 28, 1972 
Page 2 

As to the conditions decided upon: the stipend 
will be eight thousand dollars ($8,000) a year. half 
of this sum to be paid by each parish. This sum is 
to include insurance premiums, all of which will be 
paid by the Pastor. He will have per•anent residence 
in Niagara Falls. lle will have at least two weeks 
vacation a year and this is to include two Sundays. 
He will receive an automatic five dollar ($5.00) a 
week increase in salary each year for the first five 
years. Also~ his expenses to the Diocesan Assembly 
and the Clergy Conference will be paid by your 
parishes equally. Finally, you will undertake costs 
of his moving to your area. 

We pray that your parishes will flon+lsh with 
thiS arrangement; but l!IUC:'h will reaain in f<:.J.Ur hands 
to achieve. May the Lord guide us to wise j tdgaents 
in His service and for Hi~ mission. 

AT:.f/ ee 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 

cc: Very Reveread Va&ken Keshishiall 



Mr. Shahen Bearosian 
Chairaaa of Parish Council 

J St. Sarkis Araonian Church 
:SOO 9th Street 
Niagara Palls. Hew Yprk 1430J 

Dear Hr. Bedro:sian: 

Ma.rcll za .. 1972 

We are pleasea to appoint the Very R•••read Va1ken 
Keshishian as Pastor of your parish. as well as the Pastor 
of the St. Catharines parish, serving both equally. 

This appointaeat is maae on the basis of our discus
sion witk your joint parith councils and the understaading 
that derived froa those discussions. 

Father Va1ken will celebrate his first Jadarak in 
Niagara Palls on April 16th, and in St. Catharines oa 
April llrd. Aside froa these two dates_ it is esseatial 
for both your parish councils to aoet and decide how the 
Pastor's duties will be divided with respect to service ia 
both parishes--which Sundays he will be ia either city. 
iacludiag a schedule for the special feast days. This can 
only be done cooperatively by you. 

It •ust be notecl that Father Vaskea will be the 
Presideat of both parishes and respoaaible for all church 
organisations, this in cenjuactioa aad cooperatioa with 
the parish couacils. lt is ealy by working togetaer that 
the aecessary job can be done best. 

(eoatial.led) 

/ 



Mr. Berdj KaratJC)z 
Chairman. Parish Council 
St. Sarkis Armenian Church 
300 Ninth Street 
Nfagara Falls, New York 14303 

Dear Mr. Kangoz: 

April 12, 1976 

The 74th Annual Diocesan Assellbly, raeetfng 1n the Philadelphia 
area on April 30 and May 1. 1976, v111 requfre proper credentials 
from all newly-elected delegates. 

Your parish has had such elections this year and must. as a 
result~ forward to us proper verification of the elections for 
presentation to the Assembly Credentials Committee. 

This verification may consist of a letter naming the delegate 
or delegates elected at your parish assembly. along vfth the number 
of votes each received out of the total number of votes cast. 

This letter should be signed by the president and chairman 
of the parish council. or by the chairman and secretary, in parishes 
vhich do not have a pastor. 

St 

Please send us this letter at your earliest convenience. 

Prayerfully. 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 



( 

SHAVASP HANESIAN 11 
--------'----------Allomfl'J at ol..aw---------------

1606 EIGHTH STREET 

NIAGARA F"ALLS, NEW YORK 14305 

TELEPHONE: 282-6179 

AREA CODE 716 

\ April 23, 1976 

Mr. Berch Karagoz 
Chairman of the Parish Council of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church, Inc. 
St. Sarkis Church 
300 Ninth Street 
Niagara Falls, New York 14303 

Re: Diocese of the Armenian Church of America to 
Richard J. Beaman 
Premises: 833 Niagara Street, Niagara Falls, New York 

Dear Berch: 

I am enclosing herewith proposed sale contract (3) regarding 
sale of the above noted property. Please note that St. Sarkis 
is designated as the agent of the Diocese, and that you are to 
sign the enclosed contract since you are the chairman of the 
Parish Council. 

However, I understand that the owner of the property is the 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, and that this would 
mean that an official of the Diocese should be signing this 
contract also. Ultimately the deed must be signed by an 
official of the Diocese. Both these signatures presumably 
would follow the prescribed internal procedures or by-laws of 
the Diocese. 

Shahen tells me that you are traveling to New York this weekend 
and that you could take the contract with you for such 
signature. Please impress upon the people that you talk with 
that closing date is May 31, 1976, and that the enclosed 
contract should be executed and returned to my office as soon 
as possible. 

If you have any questions, please call. 

Very truly yours, 

~~r lL"'~~ 
SHAVASP HANESIAN 

SH/lah 

Enclosures 



Mr. Arsen Avdoian 
Parish Council Chairman 
St. Sarkis Armenian Church 
300 dintn Street 
.. Uagara Falls, New York 1430 3 

Dear ~~. Avdoian: 

f.larch 22, 1977 

'l'he Very Reverend Father Iloussig .3agdasian referred 
your request for biographical data on The Very 
Reverend Father Khajag Barsamian to me. 

Please find enclosed a biography and photograph of 
Father Barsamiru1. If any other information ia 
requested, I shall be happy to be of further 
assistance. 

Enclosures 

vb 

Sincerely, 

Sandra Shahinian 
Public :~lations 



Biogra:r,>ily of The Very Reverend Pather Khajag Barsarnia.-'1 
--------------------------------------

The Very Reverend Father I\hajag Barsamian was born in 
Ara.t?kir, •rurkey on July 4, 1951. He moved to Istanbul, Turkey 
wit~1 ~lis family in 1957, and received his primary education 
at the Saint r'-lesrob School. 

a Having evidenced the desire to become a priest at an early 
age, in 1964, Father Khajag eilterad the Holy Cross Seminary, 
a scaool sponsored by the Patriarchate of Istanbul. He was 
aided in his efforts by ti1e Patriarch of Istanbul, His Beatitude 
Archbishop Shnork Kaloustian. 

In 1967, J.?ati1er Khajag entered the Seminary of the Armenian 
Patriarchate in Jerusalem, feeling that he would not be able 
to further his ecclesiastical education in Istanbul. 

Father Khajag was ordained a deacon in 1969 and a celibate 
priest in 1971. In 1973, he was gra~ted ~1e degree of Vartabed. 

From 1971 to 1974, Father Khajag served as both a teacher 
and assistant Dean of the Seminary in Jerusalem. In 1974, he 
served as the pastor to the Armenian communities in Juffa, 
Houfa ru1d Ramle. 

l',ati1er i<hajag returned to Istanbul in 1975, \'lhere he worked 
in ~~e Patriarchate and served as a preacher in the Armenian 
01urches in Istannul. 

In the fall of 1976, Father Khajag accompanied His Beatitude 
A.rcnbishop Sllnork Kaloustian on an extensive tour of Europe 
and the United States, serving as His Beatitude's personal 
secretary. 

Feeling that a higher education is necessary to become a more 
well-rounded individual and, in this day and age, a more effective 
clergyman, Father Khajag decided to continue his education. With 
the guidance and assistance of His Eminence Archbishop Torkom 
Manoogian, he entered St. Vladimir's Theological Seminary in 
crestwood, ~~ew York, in February 1977. After completing a three
year program, Father Khajag will receive the degree of Master of 
Divinity. 

i1arcn 22, 1977 



Mr. Arsen Avdoian 
Parish Council Chairman 
St. Sarkis Armenian Church 
300 Ninth Street 
Niagara Falls, New York 14303 

Dear Mr. Avdoian: 

September 2, 1980 

On August 22, 1980, in the Diocesan Council's meeting, we decided 
to concede to the request of the Reverend Fa~r Untzag Nalbandian to 
be assigned to serve in another parish in our Diocese. 

As we previously informed you by telephone of the possibility of 
this reassignment~ we do hereby confirm in writing that Father Untzag 
Nalbandian will celebrate his last Divine liturgy in your parish on 
Sunday, September 21. 1980, and on Tuesday, September 23, will depart 
to his destination at Greenfield, Wisconsin. 

For the assignment of visiting priests to perform church services 
in your parish, please contact our Vicar General. the Very Reverend 
Father Houss1g Bagdasian, at the 01oceaan Office in New York City. 

We wish you and the members of the Parish Council wisdom and 
God's guidance in the performance of your duties and in your devoted 
service to our Church. 

May the lord bless you all. 

c.c. Father Untzag Nalbandian 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 

--



Mr. Albert Amato 
522 Niagara Street 
Niagara Falls, New York 14303 

Dear Mr. Amato: 

October 27, 1980 

Thank you for sending us the photographs of the ceremony at Niagara 
Falls of dedication of a "khachkar" fn memory of our sacred martyrs. The 
black and white photographswill be used in our Diocesan publications. 

The true monument to the Genocide is indeed the Cross, for it be
speaks Resurrection; so have our people rfsen, strengthened and renewed 
in their eternal faith, each reborn community a new candle sweeping away 
the darkness that men of confusion sought 1n vafn to bring upon us. The 
"khachkar" that now stands in Niagara Falls is, 11ke the "ardzans" of 
ancient days, both a memorial to the fallen and a symbol of victory. 

May God send to you and to all the faithful of our Church the 
blessings of H1s wisdom and His righteous might. 

st 

Prayerfully, 

Archbishop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
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'!tWt ·YerJ ftC.\".· ,r •. , ...... iaurtan 
st. GHiaot•r'ne xu.rnatw arurctt 
49 Carl'-.'St)eet. , _ ,. · . 
st., CJ,t.nnes-, Oc.t.ar-1.:1 tAR lPT 
~·· . 

c.Nr,F,. .. teght~Jt 

,' 1' 

We acmowledf(e receipt of • l•t.tw dltt!MI February 13, sill'*! by' 
you and the parlatt COOftCilS of' S1NCU.H, !tocfttltst.er and Mi....-. FallaiJt 
r .. rd1ftl; the Pf!"llOftl duttes you will ••,_. lft tbeN J,Nl.riatt... · 

. . .· v. herel)f appoilit 10\l ,..~ or:et.. Paid ·':Ar••••t.n ~h or 
.·" !fraCUM; !t.. Sar.tia. lr-ntu Cttu~b. 0~ Jle.pra hlla, end the· 

Af"fMfl1an c.-un1~ or ~eter, and yma ~ll ••-- your pnt.wal 
duties as or Mar 1, 19$5. · · , · 

You will eelebftltce th• t'ir•t Mvil'ti f.tturgy on May 12~ atter 
att.el\41ng tbe aamal tUoeeaan Aa..-1,. .- Clermr Conf'erel'lt•· Which 
will be held at theJioly Martyra ~lu Cburett or lltya18• B. Y., 
on &,..u 30' t.o MaJ 5.. !xP.NJU rcw tb4tae.Metinp vU1 ~e. abaorbed 
by thtt th.rtte pari._~ 

Your res1d4llrlat 1n the parishes al\6 tbe celerat.!.<Jft or the 
Divine LiturQ will H by turn accordiDC ·toan ....... ar.-.•••rtt .. 

Special ar~t.s muet l>e Mde tott Chnst~as, Iuter aract 
other rust days accol"(tin& to an agreement by t.tut ~1\l"ee paf'1sbea. 

b you will be Naidtftg in llocbeater, ttae 11qan Falla and 
SyraeuM pari.t~u will •k• vra~nts for fOUr reaidene• Wh11a, 
you are in thel,. ~.mu.. · 

May the Lord bleu y(')U witb IUs lcwe, aftd wiadoll. 

ee. SyraCUM, Ita,_,.. Falls ----·-

Prayerfully t 

lrcbt)iattop T~ MaftOOI',lan 
Pr!Mte 

. 'i., 
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August 24, 1989 

Mr. Arsen Avdoian 
Chairman of the Parish Counc~l 
St. Sarkis Armenian Church 
300 N~nth Street 
N~agara falls, NY 14303 

Dear Arsen: 

Thank you very much for the photographs of our stay 
in N~agara falls which you so kindly forwarded to us. 

It was a very,spec~al v1.sit indeed; we were very 
moved by the love of the community for 1ts guest-patients 
from Armenia and for the gracious way so many, Armenians 
and non-Armenians al1.ke, were working on their behalf. 

We are grateful to you also for your many kindnesses 
and for all the love and aerv1ce your whole family has 
lavished on the Niagara falls community. It was a great 
pleasure for us to have An1 here at headquarters during 
her internsh1p; as could have been expected, her work 
and her devotion were exemplary. 

God bless you and may His grace and wisdom dwell 
abundantly 1.n you and your dear family. 

Prayerfully, 

Archb1shop Torkom Manoogian 
Primate 
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March 5,. 1986 

v. ttev. Fr. Kegha• l&tarfa~t. t«·sto~ 
St. Sa.rkit · Ara4ndan Cf.\u;.eft 
~2$ JtUUU\e tlr f Ytt, I 1 
a•ehester,. ltV 1461$ 

<-~~: •;<. : :_:~ •• 

. :this fs··; .. $;o. ~ottffrl(tll:at ttfs ftt1n-.•ce ArcttbishopTortoa 
Manoogttn w1ll·;•e,, ifl a·iagaJ"a Fa~lls ~~.- ,,.lr.ett 15 for the .. ·< .· 
ft:egional iteet1ng~.:·,. He ·wi l·lartJve at· 8: 15·: a:..a., in a_.,fallfl ·a~ 
USAl. f.l ithf 285 a'1t'd• wi 1 l Ui,~Y4f .f\lr lew York Clt:Y. o.a f'Jltcla·~, ·· 
Mereh 17 •t 11:.35 a.•io.,,.frc•··tuffalo on USAll fljght 15"7. 

·· P:leas4 ••~e..tlrte r'l•~e:St'4rY arr>aaji1Jettts for hfs 
·~~:,iltodatieft:a . .-4 meet,ttht t.t .the afr·port. 

. .., ··~· ~ . ; . . ' .. 

cc: Ms .. Se11a TH'phtian 
"cttatrmaa~>·••·~tara .F'a11.s · 

_. ·_. 

Fr •.. Kh~jag aarst•f.ap 
··· Yi ear . Oe'Reral' · 

' :, . 

. : ~ ,, 

,, 
.~ ~ij,t..' . ... ·:: • : 
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· M1rdi 5, 1986 

. v. R~v. Fr. •:~th,a• za:t.arian. P•stof' 
St.. Sarkis AriteriJil n Cbur d\ -· 

. !2'1 :~oa nne f}r fv.e .: .fl 
Rocftfster. 'NY t4:611::,' 

,. 

oea.r_ Fatn••· .·~,aghlt~t.: . 

-~.tni·s·.·i s ·t~i'·•~"firm that His, ;a~'Hnce ~r:ctttH;s·~~P ··ro.rk.~" ' 
Ma·~it~-gia,n. w·ill l'e: i.i;,J4i agara Felli' on Ma~;¢·fi·J5 to:~ thee: : : . ·'·· 
Regioi'l•l:rmeetf~g.'·"Y;I'v111 tY:r1¥_e at: 8:,1-5 a.JI;t ln Buf.al1i.on'>>-
l1S,AII f11t-ht liS an4 wf 11 lea•• f•r lftj ·f•rt ttt~ ,n Monday, 
March-17 at 11:35 •.m~ fr~•~ Buf_fal$ en· USAIR flight 157 •.. 

. ~- -·· 

Please mate the nec&ssary arrangements for t\1 s · · ··· 
ac:eowuR~da ti on ~nd aeet him at the. airport.·~ ,;,· 

Ms .. $ema Tarp1nian 
Cha 1 '1fl•P Nfa.ga rll·. F'llll; ~-

i\~ ,·.~ .·. 

.·r 

Fr •. :tchaja:g. a. .. sa'lti•n 
Vicar Jieneral · 

"'1'··· . 



... $fo. ~alFt.S au~ ~~csrnh 
~rntcnian Qll1urrly 

630 Clothier Rd., Wynnewood, Pa. 
Tel. Ml 2-4212 • 

First Christian Nation. 

Jt:o .Sbahea hdroat.an ,Cha1nsan 
ft .S.Z.kb Ar.laentu. Clawoh 
Pariah CO\Ulltl. 
•1a&U"a J'alla •• t. 

Still Serving Christ. 

Dear .Mr.Chatrm&A,an4 ...:b•• ot Pariah COUM11. 

U. Uudunltht U. lJ'lTuJHIIIJ 
~ulJmuuiUitilTiuJn IJ41Iqlrup 

t.n•ll" 
f\llf'.CH/11 l;fllltiJIJfllllfl II •l,lli'•I·ILfllhS l;ll'J, 

RT. REV. BISHOP PAPKEN. Pastor. 

I a e.-. 70\l are aware ot the faot that ,._. I •4• a IDa ot t 2000 .oo 

to TOW oh.1roh 4\11"1118 1 ta 'bu1141DS• 

It tt a •tMr ot reocr4 tut thta lou vu -.de b7 • pereoaall7 1 &114 there 

1e ao 11\tereet for the Riel t.oaa. It 1• alee a fut tbat the Ohuroh 'lruteea 

asreed 'to JM11 the •• r4 t 2000.00 at their earl1eat ooawa.ieDH. 

I would like to tJ:wat 7ou1ae ftll aa pr'eYl.0\18 aclll1a.1etrat1on ot llt.Sarkte 

A.l'MD.laA ApostoUe Churoh ot ltaa-ra lalle tar the •• ot t 1300 .oo towarcte the 

pcqaent ot the loa. 

I vtll appr;-eotate 1t you would ktJulq -.lte aa &l"l-useaeDt to :pay • the balaDOe 

ot f 700.00 clurt.Ds thla 7ear. I will be aat1et1ed 1t :you appropriate $25. per week 

and :rrc. t.a- '\o tiM ..., • a oheot .. 

I Wish an4 Pl"ll7 tbat 10U and 701:1r ahlii"'h may haw a JIE'08J81"0\l8 Je&r1an4 

mq Good Lc:rd bl.Ha all of :you to oonttaue BIB work. 

oo.To !he freall'trer 
Mra.T.la4al 

Pzta:yertullY 

-·15 tJJI f 7i/:tfffi:::id 
:UUOP Pliiil TA'UABIDIAB 



Dear Sir: 

_ Under the heading of "Church News"; . .-·Courier ~press Sept~mber 16th 
~s?ue, there appeared a news item from Niagara Falls, N.Y. regarding the 
Armenian Apostolic Church. We are referring to a piece of land which has 
been purchased for that purpose and recently rented to a gasoline business 
concern, as the News indicates, supposedly to raise money to build a Church 
for the Armenian Community. You state in quotation from Mr. Leo Dardarian 
as follows: "So we decided to accept the offer and find another location 
for the Church. The steady revenue from property will help us borrow add
itional money for the construction of the Church." 

Perhaps the time is on hand to make facts public property about the 
proposed building of a Church for the Armenian Community in Niagara Falls. 

The real reason of the delay of building an Armenian Apostolic Church 
in Niagara Falls is not the shortage of funds but it is the lack of urder
standing between two factions which has been created since the Bolsl1evic 
Revolution. 

It would be fitting at this time, to acquaint the public with some 
of the background of the Armenian Apostolic faith which is often called the 
Armenian Gregorian Church. 

Tw·o strong forces have played a dominent role in the political, 
social and religious role of the Armenian people all over the world., One 
is the Church and the other the political parties. 

The Armenian Apostolic Church belongs to the Eastern Orthodox 
Churches. The head of the Church is the Catholicos~T all Armenians through
out the world who follow this denomination. The seat of the Catholicos 
for centuries has been at Etchmiadzin, which is located' in Soviet Armenia. 
The Armenian Catholicosate is a Church state in its own right and the 
Catholicos of the Church has been accepted as the full religious ruler over 
a period of centuries. 

f' It is now cornmonly known that no religious organization within the 
Soviet Union is allowed to establish ties with any religious centre outside 
of the Soviet orbit. Altough the Communists vowed enemy of religion, on the 
other hand, it seems that the Church has served their purpose well enough 
to leave the seat of the Catholicos intact in order to use the head of the 
Church as a medium to carry out their subversive propaganda among the scat
tered Armenians all over the globe. 

Under the religious cloke, therefore, it is obvious that the pres
ent Catholicos of the Armenian Apostoloc Church is not actually a religious 
representative in a sense but just a figure head in captivityto carry out 
Stalin's orders. It is unfortunate that the small minority of American 
citizens of Armenian origin do not seem to understand, or shall '.'re say, due 
to traditional religious tie they have been blinded of the diabolical plan 
of the Co~~unists. 

· The tradition of the Armenian Apostolic Church has been a strict 
control of the Armenian clergy all over the world. Those of the clergy 
who do not obey the mandates of the Cs.tholicos are ex-communicated as one 



exceeding his authority. 

It is obvious that a traditional belief of this sort could be a 
very convenient weapon in the hands of Stalin to propagate Conununism in all 
corners of' the world wherever Armenians ha.ve taken up residence. 

On the occasion of' the 30th anniversary of the Co:mmunist "October 
Revolutionn the Armenian relir;ious organ published an abusive excoriation 
of the "Anglo-American Imperialists" of the Vatican a.11.d of' "The blind 
Lackeys of Imperialists - The Tashincs 11

• 

Who are the T'ashnags? 

The real na.'rle of this organization is "The Armenian Revolutionary 
Federation 11

• This organization crone to be ine; about 60 years ago, having 
their aims to liberate Armenians from their barbaric rulers and to re-, 
establish the historic Armenia as a free nation among the family of nations 
in the world. 

During the latter part o.f the First Norld War, they compelled the 
'l'urks to recognize the Ar1;1enian Republic of 1918 in the pattern of the 
Government of the United States in which declaration, late President VVilson 
played a major part. 

It was unfortunate that the life of the Armenian Republic of 1918 
lasted only two short years because it vvas overrun by the blood-thirsty 
Bolshevicsdu:rinc; 1920, and made part of the Soviet Russia~ 

At the fall of this Republic, most of the political leaders of the 
ro-oublic were beheaded and others exiled to Siberia. This was the end of 
th~ Hepublic of 1913o 

Although the life of this Republic was curtailed shortly.9 never= 
theless the Tashangs beca::ne stronger than ever in the hopes that some day 
soon the freedom loving people will bury the Communistic regime in the pages 
of History and again free the Armenians. ,from the,· clutches of its most 
vicious dictator so that they can again breathe as free 'as people ·should. 

In the UoSoAo Tashings and itS" followers uphold the following 
principles; 

;( 1. As their national duty towards their adopted country they intill and 
' promote true A.'Tlericanism and are ready to combat all subversive elements 

who may tamper with tho American way of lifeo 

2. As humanitarian duty they are ready to help the Armenians abroad 
to regain their independence and become one of the members of the freedom= 
loving nationso 

3. To free the Ar:aenian Apostolic Church in America and elsewhere from the 
\despotic influence of cormnunismo 

How is the .Armenian Church being used as a means of Conu'rlunistic 
propoga.11.da? There are numerous examples which would require pages upon 
pae;es but we shall cite only a few of the most recent happeningso 
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On August 21lth the Radio Moscow announced that Arch-Bishop Kevork 
Chorakjian fol1owinc; the Peace propoz;anda of Stockholm approached ArchC" 
Bishop Canterbury Dr., Fisher, trying to induce him to sign the peace appeal 
regarding the use of atomic power. 

Dr. Fisher's reply was " Tho British people have always fought vig
orously for the preservation of lasting peace at all times and he could 
not find any reason v1hy he should s ic:n a document demanding peace when it is 
already understood. 

At Lake Success durlnc; tho U.IJ. Security Council Presideney by the 
Soviet Representative, Malik, a cablegra1 has been dispatched by Catholicos 
Kevork VI of the Ar•menian Aoostolic Church condernino: the action of the Vni ted 
States for bombing north Ko;ea anJ fl de;nand has bee~-{ :;-;tade to "cease fiTe 11

• 

This document h2::.s been filed ·under• No., S-170') of the Secur'i ty Council o 

Through relif').ous Hews service '.Ye hear from 3eirut Lebanan that a 
newly elected 21 r:1ernber cor.r-:1uni ty council of the Armenian Gregorian Church 
has suspended Arc}J.~Bi.shop Mesrob Aslanian of Armenian Orthodox Patriarch 
of Constantinople. 

The Patriarch has lone bee::n accused by section of the Ar;nenian 
Cor:r:.:mni ty of arbitrary decisions and subservience to the Soviet do:ni nated 
('( t' , . . " E 1- ' • 1 ., " ., . t A • +-va nO.L:!. cosa-ce o:L 'vCil:::-1lac ZL'--' tn ~ov1e rmen1a, e ... c. 

':fihese are but a fec:.r oft he subversive activities of the Soviet 
tact lcs made public pro;_Jcrty. :i'J'hat about :rml ti tudes of other activities 
used by them in a very subtle fashion luring innocent people to si 
Stockholm peace docu;nents and others? 

/ In tho 1\few York 'Times recently. Bishop Teran Nersoyan has announced 
'~that he is the :Jrelate of the Armenian Churches in the North American 
continent" We emphatically state that this is not the facto He only repre
sents the small minority who fanatically are attached to the old tradition 
and they cannot see the hanchvri ting on the wall that the hands of the Armen~ 
ian Catholicos are tied and that his thou;hts are co_ntrolled by Stalin 
alone. It has been announced throuc~h Hairenik Press (the official organ 
of the Tashnag) in Boston, and Asbarez, an Armenian publication in Cali~ 
fornia, 1J.any times that .8is~1op Teran in New Yor]{ represents only the s:nall 
minority who have not yet cauc::ht on to Stalin's tactics. 

1'he huge majority of the Arnericans of Armenian descent refuse to 
obey his religious mandates until such tir:1e vvhe::-1 the com.Jnunistic influence 
upon the Catholicos h::ts been abolished. In plain language, the Armenian 
Church is divided in t;wo fac:tions, not ritualistically but because of its 
political influence on the Western civilisation under the religious clcako 

Many years ago we chose America as our adopted country. 'l'housands 
of our children were born and brouz.ht up under the Stars and Stripes and 
thousands of our young men made the suprem.e scrifice during the last two 
catastrophic wars so that v1e could enjoy the principles of our de!:10Cr<1tic 
way of life o It is certain that we '1re not going to let our Church be used 
as a direct cha.rmel to Stalin's su"\::,tle Flans in order to destroy our v1ay of 
life. It is true that dur:tnc~ 1'~~-~6 the Niagara Armenian Church building 
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. Committee has been appointed from Teran Nersayan. Armenians contribute the 

money following understanding, Church unity, is almost com.r;letecL 'rl:w.t 1 s 
the Nersayan • s statement in the group, but not only has been united, the1~e 
was even a hope that it be united liersayan tried to fool the Niae;ara Palls 
Armenians. 

Nersayan 1 s com.'11i t tee adoped Stalin • s 'ractics. Behind the iron 
curtain, under the narne of the church, they bought a piece of land, nmv they 
are renting them for g~asoline stations. Contibuting members don't J-:::now any
thing about thiso IIow the church could £!,0 into the gasoline station bus -
iness. 'l'his needed investigation, we :leclared we do not take any part with 
those two or three men responsible. They do not represent the Niagara Falls 
Armenians, they only represent their own group. 

Por your information, so;ne oft he donors are raisins vigorous protest 
and demanding their donations returned f:or the reason that they are not 
going to be party to any activities ~vhich directly or indirectly may tamper 
with the American way of life. 

We love the Star Spangled Banner and for all that it stands. We are 
not attempting to tell the public that all those who have advocated the 
Church under the present Catholicos are affiliated vvith the Com:nunistso On 
the contrary, the greatest nUJnber in that group have been influenced by the 
traditional ritual of the Church. They have been led to believe that if 
they sever connections with the Catholicos for the time beinc;, the Armenian 
Apostolic Church will lose its identity in the world forever. To these 
people, we say nplease wake up." Otherwise you are tampering with our free
dom which has been retained by the blood of our children. 

These are the facts which we are facing without fear. 

In conclusion, when Leo Darda.rian says 11 It is hard to raise money 
for religicn, these days" the reason is far greater than the inability to 
raise the moneyo 

Let us come to an understandinG and build a Church which will be 
absolutely free froin the influence of the Catholicos in Soviet Russia and 
Biahop -Peran in New York. I'hen the necessary fund-s~ will be raised with~---~ 
out difficulty. Otherwise ~t'te will not become party of building a church 
which will be used as a medium of propaganda to spread Corrnnunism under the 

. cloak of the Armenian Apostolic Church. 

Respectfully yours, 

Ardent Supporters of American Way of Lif:e 



June 30, 1988 

The Very Reverend Father K~gham Zakarian 
St. Sarkis Armenian Church 
300 Ninth Street 
Niagara Falls, New York 14303 

'Dear Father Kegham: 

.. ' ~ ~-

,_ 

We are writing to re•ind you that your Annual Par1slf~· 
·Report has ~bt as y~t·beeri sub.ftted to Diocesan Head
quarters. 

Waul( yo•~ttndly forward it to us as soon ~~ posst~le 
as our revised assessment schedule ts being delayed 
pending receipt of your report. 

Yours respectfully, 

Syraun Palvetzian 
E~ecutive Di~ector 

:1. 

'~t'' 


