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16 i,nqmb-Jpbp, 1991 

/unpwUf.l,u l['f:UI9nLwlr In w'buw'-Jw'b 1_'bnp'-wf[wl bJ !lbp'f U ppwq'bnLfJb'bJ,'b, 

wJ'b qb'[bgpf[ bL Uf.WUJb'- wn.pflf!_ f!_'blrwJblnL'b '-wJwp, npUf.l,uqp f[wpnrzw'bwJ 

UIJ9blbl U IUJ(' l,wJpb'bp~, U UIJ(' lJ.fJnn. U. /:f_Jpwlrp'b bL Jw'bwqw'b't 'bbpf[tuJ 

f!_lllU[nL U ppw[nJu U pLn.n'bp Op'-'bnLfJbw'b/!_: 

!lbp'l: U ppwq'bnLfJbw'b wp'I:J,'b lrw'bofJ J,, np 1_nLp£ bpb~ UJtupp'bbp I, p'bt_ 

t_l,p IUJ9blwlr Upwpw'bwf[w'b flL/_uUJu' UwJp lJ.fJnn. UnLpp /:f_Jpwlrp'b: 

flpUf.J,u l,wJ Vlfb'lb9LnJ UUf.lUUUILnp bL U ptuptu'bf!_ U IUJ[' lJ.fJnn. UnLpp 

/;f_Jpwlr'bp f[pf[p'b w'b'l:wJ wn.pfJf!_ nL'bb'bwl bL IUJ9blbl U. /;f_Jpwlrp'b f[bw'b~pu 

[lULtu'f:nJ'b Uf.lU'-bpJ,'b J p'b lfl!. 'blf_wUJbJ, Jw'bwqw'b't np, Uf_lUUJb'-nLfJpL'bf!_ nL'bbgwJ 

lP9~tuLnpnLb[nL l,wJ bi[b'[bgLnJ l,wJpbpnL 1_nL'bt_nq bL 4_bpw'bnpn'f:blnL pJ 

flL/_uUJu' q_n[' UllU['p'lJbp IUII.IU£ IJ.LIU'f: lunptu'bp lUII.£bL f!_'iJ'/:nL'iJbl l,p: IJ.JU pn[R('f!_ 

ftl!. Uf.lU['UJpJ !lbp'f U ppwq'bnLfJbtu'bf!_: 

IJ.p'f' U ppwqw'b '-IUJ[' fJnJL UJnLJ,~ P /unpng U pmJ, UnLpp /;f_Jpwlr'bp 

'l_nL'b£nq 't'bnp'-wftwlnLfJpL'b JlUJm'bblnL !lbp'f U ppwq'bnLfJbw'b, bL fu'b'fpb[nL 

IJ.JJ,'bwpwpJ.pbwl'b IJ.uUJnLlrJJ, npUf.l,uqft Pp 11.£1!. w'b"lwftwu f!_J,'b !lbp qptuJI,'b kL 

P p 0 p'-'bnLfJbwJ p I, l 'bnLWG.b ~ 'bn pw'bn p ptu pJ.pnL'b~'bb pnL: 

lJ.n.nqf_nLfJbw'b bL p ptupp qnplrng Jwfn'lnLfJbw'b [IULIU'f:RJ'b 

U w'lfJw'b~'bb pnq J'bwJ lJ.'lofJn'l' 

O'lwlfw'b -lp'/:. Z, pL[f[_pL[bw'b 

l,nqpL pt_J /!_'bmp 
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VERY REV. FR. OSHAGAN GULGULIAN 
PASTOR 

834 Pepper Avenue Richmond, Virginia 23226 - 804-282-3818 

Honorary President 

35th Anniv«sary Celebration 
1956-1991 

His Eminence Bishop Khajag Barsamian 

Pastor 8. President 
V. Rev. Fr. Oshagan Gulgulian 

Chairman 
John Baronian 

Vice-Chairman 
Gerry Sharigian 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Virginia Greene 

Advisor 
Isabelle Vranian 

His Eminence Bishop Khajag 
Diocese of Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Srpazan Hayr: 

October 8, 1991 

Barsamian 

I am writing in regard to a telephone conversation about 
your visitation to our parish on February 15, 1992_ 

At that time, we will be celebrating the 1§1b. anniversary of 
St. James Armenian Church in Richmond, Virginia. 

We would like to request a Gontag from the Vehapar I 

I 
for our church in celebration of this important occasion \ 
and would also like to request a message from Your 
Eminence for our Anniversary Booklet. 

We hope you would be so kind enough to make the 
necessary arrangements for us_ 

Thanking you in advance, we remain, 

Prayerfully yours, 

r~ 
Virginia Greene 

Secretary 



.. 

:... 

SERPAZAN HAYR: 

Will you be able to visit the Richmond parish 
on february 15 as they need confirmation. 
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VERY REV. FR. OS HAGAN GULGULIAN 
PASTOR 

Honorary President 
His Eminence Bishop Khajag Barsamian 

Pastor & President 
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834 Pepper Avenue Richmond, Virginia 23226- 804-282-3818 

35th Anniver-sary Celebr-ation 
1956-1991 

V. Rev. Fr. Oshagan Gulgulian October 8, 1991 

Chairman 
John Baronian 

Vice-chairman 
Gerry Sharigian 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Virginia Greene 

Advisor 
Isabelle Vranian 

Sylvia Terzibashian 
Diocese of Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Mrs. Terzibashian: 

Several weeks ago I had been in touch with you in 
regard to a visitation by His Grace, Bishop Khajag 
Barsamian, Primate of the Diocese of Armenian Church 
~n America to our parish on February 15, 1992. 

We are in the process of making our plans for this 
forthcoming event and we would appreciate it if you 
would send us a letter of confirmation as to the date 
of February 15th. 

~le await your reply and thank you for your time and 
effort on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Virginia Greene 
Secretary 



~ ·' 

October 17, 1991 

The Very Reverend Father Oshagan Gulgulian, Pastor 
St. James Armenian Church 
834 Pepper Avenue 
Richmond, Virginia 23226 

Dear Father Oshagan: 

Thank you for your letter dated September 11, 1991 and 
the enclosed letter of resignation from Mr. Jack Tootelian, 
Parish Council Chairman. 

We approve Virginia Abernathy, the present Vice Chair
person to act as chairperson for the remainder of the year 
and Henry Magarian, who had received the next highest vote 
at the General Membership meeting, to serve on the Parish 
Council. 

May the Lord bless you with His love and wisdom, 
always. 

With prayers, 

Bishop Khajag Barsamian 
Primate 
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VERY REV. FR. OSHAGAN GULGULIAN 
PASTOR 

834 Pepper Avegue Richmond, Virginia 23226 - 804-282-3818 

Sept. 11, 1991 

His Eminence Bishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 
Diocese of Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Srpasan Hayr: 

According to our conversation in New York on September 7th, I am 
enclosing the letter of resignation from Jack Tootelian, Parish Council 
Chairman who is also resigning from the Parish Council 

According to the Diocesan By-laws, Article 27, the person receiving the 
next highest votes at the General Membership Meeting will serve on 
the Parish Council upon a resignation. 

Virginia Abernathy, the present Vice-chairperson is now the acting 
chairperson for the remainder of the year and upon your approval 
Henry Magarian will now be a member of the Parish Council 

OG/vg 

Yours in the service of the Lord, 

V. Rev. Fr. Oshagan Gulgulian 
Pastor 
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f.;. TO: HAYR SOORP GULGULIAN & PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS OF ST. JAMES 
y' (I ARMENIAN CHURCH, RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 

~~ ~-~ Though not a complete list, noted herein are a number of points 
{t~~, which taken in their entirety has brought me to the conClusion 

, ". whereby I, herewith, resign both as Parish Council Chairman 
~1' and from the Parish Council. 
~ 

(1) Though a "1991 Steward Schedule" was provided each Parish 
Council member, regrettably, with the two basic exceptions, 
the Parish Council person (s) scheduled for a given Sunday 
has either not shown up or has come well after Sunday ser
vices have commenced. 

(2) At our March 12, 1991 Parish Council meeting, I had re
quested that, at least, on the day a Parish Council per-
son was scheduled as "Steward", that person not only be 
at Church some 15 minutes before Church services started 
(to light the necessary candles in the Church's foyer, un
lock necessary doors and prepare for such special events 
as requiem services) but that after Church services that 
same person.(s) plan to circulate in our Church Hall social
izing with our parishioners and/or guests. Further, after 
everyone had left following the Church services and the 
social period in our Church Hall, it was the responsibility 
of the assigned Sunday's Steward (s) to check/turn off all 
lights (in our Church's sanctuary, halls, classrooms, rest
rooms) as well as checking the heating/air conditioning 
thermostats and to see that all church facilities' doors 
were secured/locked. 

(3) Parish Council meetings as scheduled have been poorly at
tended either with complete absence on the part of some 
Parish Council members or when a gi•.ren member has come 
his/their arrival has been after tha 7:30 P.M. starting 
time; as a matter of record, at our last Parish Council 
meeting of tfonday, August 26th, only Hayr Soorp, Linda Sha
rigian, Virginia Greene (our Diocesan Delegate not a Parish 
Council member) and I were present. After waiting some 30 
minutes, we cancQlled the scheduled meeting and adjourned 
for the evening. 
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/\, rt/j/(4) At the March 12th meeting and at a number of subsequent 
L ,~ meetings, I had expressed a serious concern for and a 
~. need to review our Church's finances as ~ell as address-

cJ::::Y '-"'' ing the subject of our declining membership rolls/Sunday 
~~' attendance numbers. Such subjects cannot be handled in 

a relative vacuum. Parish Council members must be at the 
scheduled meetings; they should be thinking and/or mak
ing suggestions on subjects as they judge to be important. 

\ 
-~ 

(5) Because the matter of finances and membership status has 
not been addressed, at a "special call meeting" on July 9, 
1991, I presented a suggested Stewardship letter designed 
to stabilize our Church's finances and increase membership 
numbers and/or seek financial support from "friends of St. 
Ja!JleS • 11 

Over the years and to this Parish Council -- both public-
ly and in personal 1 one on one' convers,.~ions -- I have 
stated thtS weakness in our depending upon the "food festival" 
and more so the "rug sale" as major sources of revenue to 
meet our Parish's overhead. In my judgement, the "rug sale" 
is a 'cop out' on the part of all who endorse and encourage 
it as a source of income to the Church in lieu of a member
ship financial committment. 

At the "special call meeting" of July 9th, I asked each Par
ish Council member to review, revise, modify and/or reject 
in its entirety my suggested letter; in any event, I asked 
that each Parish Council member to bring their conclusions/ 
suggestions, in wrtting, to our subsequent meeting which 
turned out to be on August 26th last. Needless to say, that 
meeting did not come off nor have I received, :i.n writing, 
from any Parish Council member or Hayr Soorp any response. 

( 6) Both privately to Hayr Soorp and in public co·.wersations, 
I have stated that our Church's primary function is relig
ious. If we are to motivate individuals, parents, the 
young people, the children to attend St. James, we must 
speak about Christ, His teachings, the examples ~e set dur
ing His time on earth. Those should be the reason for coming 
to St. James. St. James is a Christian Church, an orthodox 
Christian Church firstly and most importantly. St. James 
as representing the Armenian nationality is a secondary 
factor. St. James and its Armenian origintJ is in the bus
iness of preaching Christian religious doctrine -- not 
nationality, especially from the Altar. 

v..l'~;v-
1\~b~A' 
~ \1\. 
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Our Sevan offers too much in the Armenian language. Our 
community, this nation is English speaking. The children, 
the young adults, the 2nd, 3rd and 4th generation of Ar
menian-Americans -- like it or not - communicate in English. 
If these generations are1 to be re~ched• if they are to com
mit to St. James, Richmond, Virginia and to its sister 
Parishes nation-wide, preaching, counielling, instructing, 
praying in English is the way it will have to be done. 

Our clergy, if they are to be successful -- particually the 
foreign born clergy -- Richmond included -- must ad~t to 
the American mores, social customs, methods of communicat
ions used in the United States. 

Our Parish, its Parish Council, our Hayr Soorp in Richmond 
seems unwilling to address such subjects. Being passive is 
the road to failure. 

(8) There are other subjects that the Parish Council, Hayr Soorp 
and the community should address. From the 'grass roots' 
all of us in Richmond and throughout our nation should ag
gressively strive to bring about "unity" between the Dio
cese and the Prelacy Churches. None of us should take any 
excuse short of unity of the Armenian Orthodox Church. No 
one in the hierarchy of either the Diocese or Prelacy should 
be immune from criticism until absolute unity is achieved! 

Our Sunday School program in Richmond is a failure. Our 
Priest must motivate, win over the parents of Sunday School 
age children. The winning over of the parents, having them 
want to come to St. James will result in the children of 
those parents being brought to St. James ••• enrolled in our 
Sunday School. Our Priest must personally visit prospective 
parishioners -- parents, their children -- in their homes -
not just once or twice, Through such visits, minds and hearts 
will be won over. Loyality and committment will result. In 
Chapel, a developing understanding of our ancient Liturgy 
(explained in English) enhanced through meaningful sermons 
can only result in a better St. James. 

In conclusion, from my point of view, you may feel free to 
share this report in whole or in part with whomever you wish. 

~
~~ 

() 
~~ Jack Tootelian 
~ jl.\ August 31, 1991 

6t'' 



DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA, 630 SECOND AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016-4885 212 686-0710 

l. nq. li2GnpR 
S. 02w~wG ti.P'1· li/Jrl~/lll bwG 
l,m{/Jr U. Bw~np l:J~brz bgrnJ 
'Uw]uwq.wR 'O'Juw~wa 1unpRmp1J/J 
flo /li ri11Grn. 

U/Jplil/1 l.wJp 02w~wa, 

fi"/ll 409 
Ufl/1'/ll 4, 1991 

Urnwgwb bGp RwrlwJGp/J1J UG1J wrlw~wG c:l'nrz nr{/J rnbrz b~wq./JpGlip11 br tl>brnpnrwp 6, 1991 
J&mw~/Jp dbp Gwrlw~11· npnr{ ~11 rnbrzb~wgGI:p ptl: RwrlwJGp/J1J Swpb~wa UG1Jwrlw~wa d'nrznrf11 
q.mrlwpmwb 1: tl>brnpmwp 9, 1991-/JG, br WJ1J wnJ&/Il 11Gi(pmwb bG 'O'Juw~wa 1unpRmp1J/JG bpbp 
wG1JwriGbp: -l.Jm rnwp pml:wp~mptbwGg wp1J/JlGp11 br ~11 JuG1Jpl:p Gnp11Grn/Jp wG1JwriGbpm 
r{ wr bpwgrlwG fliW2rnoGwq./Jp11: 

UJu q.pmJ&bwrlp ~11 r{wr bpwgGbGp 'O'Juw~wa 1unpRmp1J/J Rbrnbr liw1 wG1J wr!Gbpm 11Grnpm
J&/JlG11· 

Cfl:p fiJ'mptlii bwG 
Snppt. tl>o1 UwqrlwGbwG 
{/JGmw Owp/J~liwG 

P.wp/J brzl:p 2mrnnr{ Unw~Gnp1JWpwG rzp~lil 'O'Juw~wG lunpRmp1J/J Gnp11Grn/Jp 1J/JrwG/J 
WG1JwriGbpmG wGmGGlip11. Rwugl:Glip11 br RlinwdwJG/1 p/JlliP11' 

UJu WnJ&/Jl dbp nl2W1JpmJ&bwG ~11 JWGdGbGp np 'O'Juw~wa 1unpRmp1J/J rnwpb~wa 
rnlirz b~wq./Jp11 Uil:rnp 1: urnnpwq.pm/J l,nq.brnp l.nr{/Jr/JG, UmbGwflllirn/JG br UmliG1JfliPP/JG ~nrz rll:, br 
[!Gmpnrz w4wG 8wGdGw]umrlp11 fliWpm/J Jitli4GwbmGbpm bp~fliWrn/J~ gwG~ fliWmpwurnlil /JrpwpwGi/Jlp 
11GmpmptliwG Rwrlwp: 

l.J'opRGbGp 'O'Juw~wa lunpRmp'l~ Gnp ~wqrll!: Ubp rlwrzfitwGpG 1: np Sl:p11 Pp Rnr{wG/J/JG 
Glippbr fliWRI: RwrlwJGp/J1J wG1J wr!Glip11 lir pn1n1'/J'1 b~lirz bgwGml:p w2]uwmwGpGlipmG JW~nrz mJ&/JrG 
fliWpq. brl:: • 

luwcfw~ VfliU· "lwpuwrlbwG 
Unw~GnpfJ. 
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VERY REV. FR. OSHAGAN GULGULIAN 
PASTOR 

834 Pepper Avenue Richmond, Virginia 23226- 804-282-3818 

February 6, 1991 

Bishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate 
Diocese of Armenian Church 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Your Eminence, Srpasan Hayr: 

In accordance to instructions and by-laws of the Diocese of the 
Armenian Church; section, Parish Council, article 25, I am 
enclosing the names of the newly elected Parish Council and a 
list of those remaining on the Council. 

Our annual Parish Assembly took place on Sunday, February 3,1991 
with 41 members present. 

The newly elected members are: 

Chairman; ••••••••••••••• Jack Tootelian 
Recording Secretary ••••• Dr. Paul Mazmanian 
Ass't Treasurer ••••••••• Linda Sharigian 

Those remaining on the Parish Council for one more year are: 

Treasurer ••••••••••••••• Ron Greene 
Corresponding Sec'y ••••• Barkev Baronian 
Advisor ••••••••••••••••• Samuel Baronian Jr. 

We await Your Eminence's blessings and confirmation of the newly 
elected officers. 

Yours in the Service of the Lord, 

l~C~ 
V.Rev. Fr. Oshagan Gulg\Jian 

OG/vg 


